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LONG LIFE—Man with hie allotted three score and ten [}

[§ years is still somewhat of an infant compared with other chid- §

dren of nature. Even fish such as carp and pike will live to an

advanced age of seventy years. The simple little canary will |

i1 ordinarily live to be shout twenty-five, while storks occasion- i!l

ally reach one hundred years and 1t is nothing unusual for the

'{ goose, raven and parrot to surpass the 200-year mark,

| An clephant will live about 100 or 150 years of age, while §,

1§ on the Galapagos islands, off the coast of Ecuador, are found §

giant tortoises which are said . be several centuries old. Of

course plant life, such as trees, enjoy the longest life spand. ,kﬁ

Many of the red wood trees of California are known to be from §

two to three thousand vears of age, while the Mexican cypress §
lives even longer. There is one found in the village of Santa

Maria de Tule which is four thousend years old: and the most

ancient living thing in the world.

{ Famous violin maker Antonio Stradivarius (1644-1737) mede
j more than 1.100 mstruments, including app;'«)ximntely 1.25 ‘VQDIRS
i} and cellos. About 505 genuine “Strads” are known to exist in the
|} United States at the present time and perhaps something under

i 600 in the worid.
!
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q 9 'I’he"i of a menuine Stuadivarius depends on its quality

and condition., N aié violids marked Sm:mmrm« are genuine.

Some are deliberate frauds bt others are so medked to indieate
they are copies of the master’s instruments,

! : STRANCE PLANTS — One of the strangest of plants is a

( i variety of elover which digss a hole and plants its own seed. Most

AY THE PEACE AND HAPP]NESS i} plantzs depend upon ithe wind, water and animals to plant them i

i} seeds for them. Winds carry some seeds through the air. while §¢

'\ st other seeds ave in burrs whieh stiek to the fur of animals anl are
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N The clover heging to bend when the ses orm unbi

2 3 "S\ E YOURS T AY finally the head reaches the ground. Tt continues to push downe-

l ):{ % ward untfl it forces its way into the earth. There )4 leaves the seed

pod buried and ready to spring up gexf,ﬁwasft]m. (e

; -~ : y Another curious pant is the soldanelle flower Alps,
AND EVERY DAYgTHRWiTHE‘ f which is able to push its way through solid ice to blossom in the
¥ air above, The hareball, found in Scotland. is so hardy that # wifl {'
. grow on moist rocks and needs no soil for nurishment.

CLINKING GLASSES-The custom of clinking glasses origh

COMING . mAYEAR X nated in ancient Roman days. Before & duel, each gladiator drank

) a glass of wine, and, to guard against the treachery of poison be-

ing slipped into one glass, it became a custom for the fighters to §|

{ toucn the glasses and powr the wine from one to the other, g )

oo s em n “s a,n MEN HEAR BETTER—Tests indicate -that men hear bebter §

than women. One reason for this ia that heavy clothing worn by |

men absorb sound waves instead of reflecting them as light cloth- run‘n’,

: 5 ne of fdoes. Another reason is, haps, men have had more .
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