faitii of God’s elect. But tlie cliurch
of God is in the scriptures represent-
ed by various figures ; she is spoken
of as a city : ““except the Lord keep
the city, the “yatch”len waketh but
in vain.” Psl. 127 : 1. She is also
spoken of as a house, “ye also are
built up a spiritual house, ” &c. 1 Peter
2:5; as a bride adorned for her
husband, llev. 21 ; 2; as a body and
Christ the head, see Col. 1 : 18. Now
we know that a body is coiLposcd of
members, and in order to a complete
or perfect body, every member is es-
Hcntialiy necessary. And now’ brother
Hardy, we readily perceive tliat the
saints under the old dispensation,
would not be perfect without the
New Testament saints, that is, |
mean, and [ tliink Paul meant, they
Would not be a perfect body, since
«very saint, both under the old and
new dispensation, are members of
the body of Christ, which isa com->
plete and compact body, but which
it could not be without every member;
from which we naaj justly infer the
eflectual calling and preservation of
every chosen member of the body of
Christ. “Thine eyes did see my sub-
m*tancc, yet being imperfect, and in
thy book all my members were writ-
ten, which in ccntinuance were fash-
ioned, whereas yet there was none of
them.  Psl. 129 : 16. If it be said
that this has reference to the literal
body of David, 1 answer that it is
equally as true of the spiritual body
of Christ, the members of v.diich are
called chosen and faithful, and shall
be preserved from every hurtful snare
until the last day, wlien the great
trumpet shall sound, and then the sea
shall give up its dead, and they that are
in their graves shall come forth, and
then brother Hardy we shall be com-
plete in Him, and our present dole-
ful state of warfare, the fiesh against
the Spirit and the Spirit against the
flesh, shall not spoil our future bliss.
If indeed we are the ransomed of the
Lord, there will be no perils there,
neither by land nor by sea, nor among
false brethren, no more dark clouds
of sin to ob.scurc the reconciled coun-
tenance of our heavenly Father, hut
we slial] see Him face to face, and
know our blessed Redeemer even as
He knows us. May such he your
happy lot and mine, is tlie sincere
desire of your unworthy brother.

If my views of the text, to which
you culled my attention, is correct,
1 am aware, that they have been very
imperfectly expressed; however, |
liave done the best 1 could in a brief
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way. What | have written, is sub-
mitted to you, brother Hardy, and
to others who may read, provided it
should he published.
Your unworthy brother,
JOHN ROWE.

Antiock, Georgia, )

February 4th, 1869. J

Dear Brother Bodenhamer :—I
hope you will not tliink me presump-
tuous to claim the sacred relation as
above, ifso, pardon the offence, I am
sure I mean no harm. | sometimes

feel just like 1 do love Christians, un-
worthy as | am, for I am forced to
acknowledge, if 1 am a Christian 1 am
the least of all, and am not worthy
to bear the appellation of a Baptist;
but I will if the Lord will enable me,
try to give you a short account of my
past experience.

IT | ever was made to consider my
condition, it was when I was very
young, perhaps in my eighth year,
when 1 had some very serious reflec-
tions about my future destiny. |
concluded there were two deposits
for all men according to their charac-
ter ; the righteous were to receive
eternal happiness and be forever in
the presence of God; the unrighte-
ous, were to receive the anathemas
-of a sin-avemnng God. Vvith the.se
reflections, 1 thought it my duty and
highest interest, to become a Christian,
verily believing that I could ingrati-
ate myself into the favor of God, by
good works and good dos, and be-
come a very good creature. 1 went
onin this v/ay, trying sometimes to
pray, promising the Lord if he would
permit me to accomplish some future
design, I would be a better boy;
these promises were soon forgotten,
and never kept by me. Seeing I fell
so far short of mv vows, somethin”
would suggest to my mind, you are
a sinner. | lived this life ofdo. &c.,
until I was in my seventeenth year, at
which age | was called to enlist in
the service of my country. This
brought to mind more serious
thoin-hts ; seeincj and hearing of the
horrors of a dreadful war, | thought
that my time would soon come and
was not prepared to meet the conse-
quences of a dying sinner, for I was
without God and hope in the world,
and a stranger to the covenant of
promise.  This was mj condition
from time to time until 1865, when |
received a letter from mv father; he
said to me in his letter, to remember
ray Creator in the dsya of my youth.
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This had a tendency to augment my
troubles. At this time I wmuld have
given anything | possessed to have
been a Christian, so that I could have
returned home and become united to
the church, but poor me, I had no
hope. The war closed ; | returned
home and to the love and practice of
sin.  In 1866 my father died; previ-
ous to his death he called me to his
bed-side, and said he wanted me to
make a good man; he also said he
had viewed his life from the time ho
became a Baptist to his death; in re-
frospccting he had said he had not
lived as near his God as he should
have done; he farther stated he felt
that he had declared the whole coun-
sel of God, except that of the church’s
duties to the ministry; claiming
that he had fought a good fight and
had kept the faith, and was now
ready to be delivered. Here | could
see the good of being a Christian, for
the righteous shall have hope in his
death; but poor me, I had no hope;
I was a poor sinner, and. at times I
felt that | was exposed to the w'rath
of a sin-avenging God. From time
to time, 1 now”’had much trouble. At
this time | had a dream; I dreamed
that from my body issued forth much
corruption. I communicated my
dream to my mother, w'ho said tome
that 1 was nothing but a body of sin
and corruption. | think if I am not
deceived, |1 felt then that I was a
poor lost sinner, and that there Avas
no one as corrupt as | felt myself to
be ; | tried to pray, but it did not
seem to me that my prayers reached
so far as the top of my head; | felt
that it would be just in God to cut
me off, if his wdll; Amen, would liave
been my response, but I did not want
to be lost; | felt that the poet ex-
pressed my case at that time :
“For ii | perish, I 'will prny,
Aml perisli only there ;

For if 1 stay away, | know,
I must forever die.”

At length, at a time unexpected to
me, | Avas made to burst forth into
an animated strain of sinRins The
crosfs of Christ inspired my heart to
sing redeeming grace.
““Awake my soul and bear a parr.
In tily Kedeerner’:i praRe ;
0, who cun he compared to Him,
Who died upon lire tree;

This is my dear deligiirful U.icmc,
That Jesus died for me.”

Here this burden offguilt Avas rvuiov-
ed, and 1 think if I am not deceited,
1 was made to rejoice Avith joy inex-
pressible and full of glory ; but this
glorious feeling did not lasi Lug, i
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soon felt tliat I was deceived; how-
ever, the burden did not return,
neither have 1 felt it since. The
next trouble wuis that of omission of
duty or what I felt to be duty—to
follow' my Lord and Master into the
liquid grave, there leaving my bur-
den, rising, as | humbly hope, to a
newness of life in Christ Jesus.

Now', my brother, 1 have given in a
very imperfect manner, my travehs
from nature’s night into the marvel-
ous light of the gospel, as I do num-
bly hope and trust. You can give it
publicity in your “Landmark.s” if
you choose; a withholding will not
produce any’ offence. May God bless
you, my dear brother, and sanctify
your efforts in the “Landmarks,” to
the comfort and consolation of His
dear children, for Christ’s sake.

A. B. 'WHATLEY.

P. S. Please give me your view.s
on the first paragraph of the 25th.
chapter of Matthew, in reference to
the ten virgins, and oblige,

A. B. WL

I believe Avith unshaken faith that
God hath purposed in Christ Jesus,
and that according to the laAV of his
*0Avn mind, to build a house, which is
the church, the pillar and ground of
the truth ; w'irrciri™n'S OiTtcielrTTGoTfu-
sen in Christ before all Avorlds, pre-
served in Christ through all ages of
the world, called in Christ by the ef-
fectual Avorking of the Spirit, to an
inheritance incorruptible and undo
filed, and that fadeth not aAvay—ijuij-
tified in Christ by a true and living
faith, which is exclmsively the gift of
God; kept by the poAver of God
through faith unto salvation, readv
j* be revealed in the last times, and
will ultimately he saved in jesas
Christ Avith an'everlasting salvation,
Avorld Avithout end. W'hen we look
on the church she is one body, her
endowment is one hope, her life is"ouo
faith, her head is one Lord, her duOr
is one Baptism, licr Father is one
God and Father of all, over all, near
all, in all, and thi'ougli alh- ay
llaggard, 1886.

Lav not Avat, U Avicked man,
against the dwelling of tlie righteous:
spoil not his resting place :

j  F'or ajusr, man falletii seven tiau s,
iand riseth up again: but tlu viieked
shall fall into mischief.

Confidence in an uRfaiihful m:’'n in
time of trouble, is like a broken too.h
and a foot out of joint.



