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Lutherville, ^ 
Merriwktiier County, Ga., > 

May 12th, 1869. j

By private letter, Eider Thomas 
Bice, of Ala., has requested ray views 
through the “Landmarks,” on Mark 
10 ; 29, 30, which reads thus : “And 
Jesus answered and said, verily I say 
unto you, there is no man that hath 
left house, or brethren, or sisters, 
or father, or mother, or wife, or 
children, or lands for my sake, and 
the gospel’s, but he shall receive an 
hundred fold now in this time, houses 
and brethren, and sisters and moth
er, and children and lands, with 
persecutions; and in the world to 
come, eternal life.” In Matthew 19 : 
29, the consideration is rendered “for 
my name’s sake in Luke 18 : 29, 
“for the kingdom of God’s sake.”

When we speak of the body of 
Christ, Ave are reminded of the visi
ble organization of the church ; 
when of the gospel, wc are reminded 
of the Spirit that enlivens that body; 
when wc speak of Christ as a “name,” 
Ave comprehend the Author and right
ful Law-Giver and King of this liv
ing body ; hence, “the kingdom of 
God” embraces all, and it is there 
“grace reigns through righteousness 
unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our 
Lord, ” and “Ave have access unto 

^Ciis grace, ivherein Ave stai^d^an-^ re> 
joiccinthe hope of the (final and 
etenal life, or) glory of God.” When 
Ave say “for Christ’s sake,” aa’C nec
essarily embrace “the kingdom of 
Cod,’’for we cannot separate Christ 
and the church ; she is a workman
ship created in Him, and her life is 
hid in Him as the fountain-head, and 
his life is eternal, hence, for Christ’s 
sake is for her sake ; and the true dis
ciple of Christ, that has forsaken 
houses, brethren, sisters, &c., and 
folloAved Him in the regeneration in 
spirit, when he does anything for 
Christ’s sake, good or glory, does it 
for his OAvn. And “when the Son 
of man shall sit upon the throne ofhis 
glory,” his body, also having been 
presented a living sacrifice to God, in 
this present time, and haA’ing folloAV- 
ed Christ through the vale of death 
and the resurrection, shall also “in
herit everlasting life.”

The text implies certain proposi-- 
tions as conditions, based upon cer
tain grounds, for certain considera
tions. The conditions are to forsake 
or leave, houses or brethren, or sis
ters or father, or mother or wife, or 
children or lands, all .or either—the 
grounds or motive is for Christ’s and

the gospel’s sake; the consideration 
is “an hundred fold noAv m this time” 
of Avhat ever is left, “Avith persecu
tions, and in the Avorld to come eter
nal life. The least dcAuation from 
the condition or motive, AA’Ould inval
idate the obligation in the consider
ation ; to leave one or all of the 
above, except for Christ’s sake and 
the gospel’s, Avould be a deviation and 
fruitless ; Iioay important then is this 
item.

But what are these houses, and 
brethren, and sisters, and fathers, 
and mothers, and wives, and lands? 
They are anything and everything 
that opposes the Spirit of Christ, 
they all belong to the flesh or carnal 
mind, and that is an enemy to the laAV 
of God—earthly things that are tem
poral and seen, and enjoyed with an 
earthly relish, or loved Avith an earth
ly love ; they may be literal houses, 
and natural relations, and real estates, 
lusts of the flesh, pride, self righteous
ness or anything, or principle that for
bids implicit obedience to the law of 
Christ. And Avhat are these that shall 
be received an hundred fold instead ? 
They are the spiritual treasures of 
grace in Jesus Christ^—spiritual 
house—“heavenly places in Christ’ 
an hundred fold ; spiritual brethren 
and sisters, and mothers and fathers, 
&c., an hundred fold ; spiritual pol;^' 
sessions in real estate; yea, a more 
enduring substance an hundred fold, 
enjoyed in this time, and reserved in 
heaA’en undefiled and unfading, as an 
eternal possession.

When Jesus, AA'hile in the flesh, was 
told his mother and brethren stood 
Avithout and desired to speak to him, 
Avhat did he say ? “My Father’s 
business shall suspend while I attend 
to the law’s of the flesh?” His mmther ! 
hcAv strong must have been the tie ! 
But Jesus said, “Avho is my mother 
and Avho are my brethren ?”— 
And he stretched forth his hand to
ward his disciples and said, “behold 
my mother and my brethren, for who
soever shall do the will of my Father 
Avhich is in heaven, the same is my 
brother and sister and mother; “ray 
mother and my brethren are these 
Avhich hear the word of God and do

lit.” Jesus himself makes the dis-
1

} tinction between the flesh and Spirit,
I He has led in the Avarfyre against the 
i flesh, and hath said, “he that loveth 
father and mother more than me, is 
not Avorthy of me,” “he that loveth 
son or daughter more than me, is 
not AYorthy of me;” and he that 
taketh not his cross,” Avhether it in

cludes one or all of the conditions
in the text, is not worthy oT me ; “he
that findeth his life, shall lose it, and 
that loseth his life, for mg sake, 
shall find it.” “If any man come to 
me and hate not his father and moth
er, and wife and children, and sister; 
yea, and his OAvn life also, he cannot 
be my disciple ; and whosoever doth 
not bear his cross and come after me, 
cannot be my disciple ;” “whosoever 
he be of you that forsake not all that 
he hath, cannot be my disciple.”— 
(Mark 10, Luke 14.) God himself 
hated Esau and commanded Ishmael 
to be cast out, both figures of the 
carnal or fleshly mind. And “the 
accuser” was overcome “by the blood 
of the Lamb and by the word of their 
testimony,” by those “that loved not 
their lives unto death.” (Rev. 12 :11, 
12.) This warfare denotes division, 
opposition strong and powerful as 
directly opposing principles can make 
it; it is the spirit of truth against 
the spirit of error ; the kingdom of 
light against the kingdom of dark
ness ; the reign of grace against the 
reign of the flesh. Jesus said, “Think 
not that I am come to send peace on 
earth, I come not to send peace but 
a SAA’ord ; for I am come to set a man 
at variance against his father, and 
the daughter against the mother, and 

■'ll daughter-in-laAv against a mother- 
in-laAv ; a man’s foes shall be they of 
bis oAvn household.” (Math, 10 : 34, 
35, 36.) “Suppose ye, that I am 
come to give peace on earth ? I tell 
you nay, but rather division ;” I am 
come to send fire on earth.” (Luke 
12 : 49.) The Spirit of Christ com
ing in conflict with the carnal mind, 
produces this division and kindles 
this fire ; hence, they that live godly 
in Christ Jesus, shall suffer persecu
tion—shall be mocked by Ishmael— 
shall be hated and persecuted by the 
AYorld, “for the flesh lusteth against 
the Spirit and the Spirit against the 
flesh, and these are contrary the one 
to the other.” Paul says, I see an
other law in my members Ararring 
against the laAA' of my mind ; “the 
carnal mind is enmity against God, 
for it is not subject to the laAY of God 
neither can be, so then they that are 
in the flesh cannot please God.”— 
(Rom. 8.) “Koav the works of the 
flesh are manifest.” (See Gal. 5 : 19, 
20, 21; 1 Cor. 3 :-3; Eph. 5 : 3, 4, 
5, 6.) The apostle Paul says, they 
that do these things “shall not inherit 
the kingdom of God,” but that they 
which live after the flesh shall die; 
and James says, “this wisdom de"

scendeth not from above, but is earth- 
]y sensual, devilish.” But this strife, 
division, variance, SAVord and fire is 
in and of the flesh, thanks be to God 
Avhogiveth us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ I—even by 
the fiiith of the Son of God, that 
overcomes the AYorld and finds access- 
into the kingdom of God, where peace 
reigns, and a, rest remains to the 
people of God and grace brings into 
subordination that AA’liich the laAv 
could not ; even the carnal mind, 
through which we arc enabled to 
“mortify the deeds of the flesh and 
bring our bodies into subjection.”— 
“Wars without and fears Avithin,” but 
there ia a peace in Zion ! ‘■‘■The Lord 
will bless his people with peace ;” 
they shall delight themselves in the 
abundance of peace“great peace 
have they which love thy law;” “her 
v«ays are ways of pleasantness, and all. 
her paths are peace the “Prince of 
Peace” is her king, and “of the in
crease of his government and peace 
there shall be no end,” “Peace” says 
Jesus, “I leave with you, mg gjeace 
I giA’e unto you,” “for the kingdom, 
of God is peace ;” nor is this all 
even “in this time.” “The fruits of 
the Spirit” that unfold in this king
dom, is love, joy, peace, long-suffcr- 
ing^entleness, goodness, faith, meek
ness, temperance, against such there 
is no law. (Gal. 5 : 22, 28.) “The 
fruits of the Spirit is all goodness, 
and righteousness and truth, proving
what is acceptable unto the Lord.”
(Eph. 5 : 9, 10.) I believe every 
Christian desires to know the will of 
God concerning him. The apostle 
here assures ns that to obey and fol
low Christ, (who is the way, truth 
and life, and who himself fulfilled 
“all righteousness”) is to receive evi
dence or proof of that obedience as 
being acceptable and well pleasing 
in His sight. The word of God says, 
“be not conformed to this world,” 
let no earthly consideration or natu
ral tie of affection hold you in con
formity to the demands of the world, 
flesh or devil, “but be ye transformed 
by the TeneAving of your mind, that 
ye may prove what is that good and 
acceptable and perfect will of God.” 
The answers and evidences to im
plicit trust and obedience to God, 
are an hundred fold sweeter than 
any thing the world affords. What 
though I Avas a king and should leave 
kingdom, croAvn, Avealth, honor and 
title for Christ’s sake and the gospel ?
With persecutions, I Avould receive 

that which I would esteem an hun-


