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life may well be used to illustrate the 
why ill which a poor sinner is led
from darkness to light, and from the 
power of Satan unto God.

Yfhen the sinner first discovers his 
lost estate, and learns that he is 
doomed to death, he forsakes his own 
people, flees for safety, leaving all 
behind; but he goes to Horeb, to Si
nai, to the law, for refuge; but what 
does he see and hear ?

'When the law was given on IToreb, 
to Moses, “ There were thunders and 
lightninog and a thick cloud on the' 
mount, and the voice of the trumpet 
exceeding loud, so that all the people 
that were in the camp trembled.’’ 
■^'And mount Sinai was altogether on 
a smoke,” “and the wdiole mount 
quaked greatly.” “And all the peo
ple saw the thundcrings, and the 
lightnings, and the noise of the trum
pet, and the mountain smoking : and 
when the people saw it, they removed 
and stood afar off.”—See Ex. 19th, 
and 20th chapters.

These terrific displays on Sinai 
showed the indignation of a righteous 
God against sin, and his eternal op
position to it, wlnlo his infinite pov/er, 
and inflexible justice are exhibited 
throu£>i,the law.

convicted and awakened 
.uid hears naught but 

earthquakes, and fires 
while staiim^" “ before the Lord on 
the mount.” The great wind, as the 
work of the Spirit, breaks the stony 
heart, and rends asunder soul and 
spirit, joints and marrow, and bends 
the.tall and haughty tree to tlie earth; 
but no peace is spoken to the soul.

theTJie earthquake startles f he soul 
ffrcadrul cutses of the law shake his
foundation, and rouse him from his
slumber, and leave him no stand
ing. The w'ind breaks the rocks, 
and the earthouake hoists the stones

i

from theif native quarry, and so when 
the commandment comes sin revives 
and we die. And under the fearful 
and condemning strokes of the divine 
law, and the apprehensions of irn- 
j)ending destruction, what are riches, 
honor, empire, or wisdom ? Or what 
shall a man give in excliangc for his 
soul ■? iSio voice of pardon or peace 
in the earthquake ; for by the deeds 
of the law iio flesh shall be justified, 
and what was ordained unto life, he 
finds to be unto death, because he is
guilty.

Great winds and tornadoes sweep 
away every structure that man can 
place on the earth as a place of refuge, 
and the power of the divine law from 
the mount sweeps away all our refuges 
of lies, all our false hopes, and leaves 
us no “hiding place from the wind,” 
and then, lest we be entirely swept 
a\yay in his wrath, he stayeth his 
rough wind,” Isa, 27 : 8.

Earthquakes demolish high towers, 
prostrate imposing castles, and so the 
awful surges of the holy law in our 
consciences cast down imagina
tions and every high thing that
alteth
of God,’.’ 2nd Gor. 10 : 5.

AAxt comes the fire to burn up our 
chaff, to consume our dross, to turn 
to ashes all onr filthy rags of self- 
righteou'iiess, to bring us througli 
the “ refiner’s fire,” that we may otfer 
unto the Lord an ottering 
eousiiess.

But after these terrific scenes of the 
great wind, the earthquake and the 
fire, the still small voice of peace and 
pardon comes to the frightened soul 
in accents of eternal love and mercy ; 
tlien the storm subsides, the earth
quake ceases, the fire is quenched in 
the soul by the still, hut sweet, sooth
ing and healing words of him who 
s[)eaks peace by the blood of the 
cross. Though so shY/andsma//that 
no one else may licar it, yet it is deep 
and intelligible to the troubled heart 
causing tliostorm to hush its roaring, 
and a sweet calm to fill the soul. 
This still small voice, coming from 
the lips of Jesus, penetrates to tlie 
depths of the wounded soul, and 
gently distills upon the broken heart 
like the dews of Hermon, and like 
the small rain upon the tender herb. 
This voice says, “Peace, be still.” 
It savs, “ Go in peace, and be whole;”
or “ Thy sins arc forgiven thee.’

tonish and fill men with sui’prise.— 
Thus we often read of the people be
ing astonished and surprised at his 
works. But they are more than
wonders—they are “signs.” The

“ Come unto me, and I will give you 
rest.” “ I have blotted out as a thick 
cloud thy sins, and as a cloud thy 
transgressions: return untome, for 
I have redeemed thee.”

Then the mantle, the vail, is 
wrapped about the face of the re
deemed and pardoned sinner, and he 
is found at the feet of Jesus, clothed 
in his right mind, and is ready to 
say, “Come and hear, all ye that i'ear 
God, and I will declare what he hath 
done for my soul,” Psa. 66 : 16.

“Then will I tel! to sinners ronml, 
What a clear Savior I have found ; 
I’ll point to his redeeming blood, 
And 3iiy, belioid the way lo God.”

works that our Savior did were signs 
of his own power—of the fact that he 
tvas the Christ, the sent of God, and 
of the great mysteries of redemption, 
which lie oamc to unfold. They are 
valuable, not so much for themselves, 
as what they pointed out and unfold
ed. St. Paul speaks of himself as 
having the “signs” of an apostle; 
that is, the tokens or proofs that he 
was one.

They are called “ powers” because 
they are wrought by the power of 
God. They are called by the name 
of that which produces them, “pow
er.” The power dwells immediately 
in the great Messenger of God.— 
Christ i.=J, in the brightest sense, that 
which Simon lilasphemously styled 
himself, “the great power of God.”

Thus the miracles W'ere all great 
wonders, “ powers” and signs. Thus 
the healing of the paralytic—Alark 
2:1, 12—was a “wonder,” for they 
were all amazed; for he took up his 
bed at the word of Christ, and walk
ed ; it was a “ sign,” for it gave token 
that a greater than man stood among 
them.

Eminently significant is that other 
word by which St. John frequently
names miracles, “ works.” Often,
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the scriptures, in one 'word, present 
the very fulness of the mysteries of 
God and Christ,' These were works 
which only divine power can do. All 
the works of creatures fade into uoth-
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Dear Brother Gold

^)dIE subject of the miracles of
'T our Savior ha.s somewliat en

gaged my attention of late.

vns the light of thousands ofstars, 
and so the works of Christ hide all- 
other^, and are emphatically the 
“ works.” They need no further ad
dition or explanation than that they 
are. the worlvs of Christ, of which he 
said, “ my Father worketh hitherto

and some thoughts have oc- 
Ghrred to me which I will [ea down 
and .send +o you.

I suppose that we may define 
a miracle as behig a work which is 
beyond man to accomplish, and out
side of the general course establi.slied 
in the works of nature. It is a work 
tliat nothing but Almighty power can 
perform. Put, this is also true of 
the daily operations of nature (as the 
upspringing of tiie living plants in 
their season) and, therefore, a mirach 
must be defined by something more 
than saying “ that Almighty power 
can accomplish it.” The same God, 
who establislicd the laws of nature 
and keeps them in o[)eration, can sus
pend those laws, Ar work over and 
beyond and aside from them, as well. 
If not, then God is subject to his own 
creatures, which is au absurdity.— 
The miracles of our Savior were

and I work.”
Now what is the object or design 

of tlie miracles of Christ ? Like all 
other things pertaining to divine rev
elation the truth concerning this 
is exactly opposite the teacliings of 
natural men. kleu say their design 
is to convince the unbelievers, to con
vert sinners. And so, many books 
are written to prove the truth of 
these miracles, appealing only to the 
principles of natural reason, and 

to convince the naturalstriving
iudgment. Even if men are thus
CONVINCED, it is but the assent of the 
mind, as it assents toaiiy other thing, 
and he still has no .saving knowledge 
of the truth. But THEY w'eke not

WROUGHT TO CONVINCE, AND CON-

ex-
itself against the kiiow.ledge

oD O

in right-

asido from, and above the usual
course of things, and were works that 
“no man could do, except God were 
with him.”

- Miracles are spoken of by different 
names, in the scriptures. They are
called “ wonders,’ signs,” “ pow
ers. and simply “ works-” They
arc “ wonders ” in so far as they are 
so different from all that men have 
seen before, and so above any' power 
that men have known, that they as-

VEUT ODPOSEltS, GAINSAYERS AND 
UNCEIAEVEUS, BUT ONEY TO CON- 
EJIIM THE EAITII AND CONFIDENCE 
OF THE SAINTS.

The teachings of our Savior, the 
preaching of t!;e apostles and of min
isters since, as well as these miracles, 
arc so many presentations of the truth, 
whidi only they who have eyes to 
see and oars to hear, can behold or 
understand. All jirc-^en tat ions of the 
truth, encounter and separate asunder, 
two classes of persons.' It vras so 
with our Savior’s miracles., d'hey 
were dune in die day and before imd- 
titudes. One saw the works of God

and believed upon him, while the 
others only reviled him. There wa.s 
no dilference in anything outward, or 
in the natural situation of the two 
classes. Therefore it must have been 
an inward difforence.

And so thex’e was.—One was cir
cumcised by the hand of God in licart 
and ears, while the other was not.— 
The revelation of the gospel makes 
no change in anybody: it is designed 
to make none. It opens no doors 
that are closed to it, but it 
never fails to go in at every door that 
God hath opened. It is the magnet 
which draws all that is like itself, 
but rejects all that is unlike. The 
reason one man. receives the truth 
-while the other does not is, that one 
is PREPARED to receive and run after 
it, while the other is not. It is like 
two pieces of steel: one points always 
to the North Pole, the 
other does not. One is magnetized 
the other is not. Even so, cverv 
heart that is filled with the Snirit ol 
God receives and points to the 
truth, while all others care for none 
of these things. This is the rcarson 
why some bt lie red on Jesus for “ the 
work’s sake” while others did not.

Therefore his miracles, like everv- 
thing else in the gos[)el, “made mani
fest what was in man. They were 
parts of that which should “reveal 
the thoughts of many lie.arts.” One 
was filled with rage and bitterness 
at them, and their eyes were blinded 
so that they could not sec the Chui.st 
the Savior in them. Put, on the 
other hand, the faifli of ISaiuts was 
confirmed and their lioa^-ts made- to 
rejoice by them.

Next, we innstr- nansfaer- t;hcrn -m«r-
merely as exhibitions of power, but 
manifestations of the love of God to 
his people. We are told in the scrip
tures that Satan shall exhibit lying 
signs and wondei-s, as well. But 
these exhibitions of power, though 
wonderful, are the offspring of wrath 
and not of love. Satan would deceive 
and destroy men. Put the blessed 
Lord came to seek and to save that 
which was lo.st. Our Savior’s work.s 
therefore, though truly works of 
power, were yet, exhibitions of the 
power of the love of God, while the 
wonders of Satan are really imjtotenf, 
because they exhibit that hatred of 
God and truth which fids his In-east, 
and therefore must perish. God so 
loved the world that he gave his on- 
ly begotten Son, Ac. All the fulness 
of Christ revealed to men is, there
fore, the fruit of this love which 
gave him, and shall endure as 
long as it remains true that God is 
love. And this brings us to coasid- 
er the fact that they are all acts of re
demption and represent tlie experi
ence of that redemption which is giv
en ^o its snljccts. No one miracle 
was performed sniPLY a.s an exhibi
tion of power. Ale had an aim.— 
Aee tended to one thing. At one 
time the Pharisees came seeking a 
sign from heaven, Imtthe answer was 
that no sign shoidd he given thorn 
hut that of tilt! pi-oiihot, Jona.s, viz:, 
his own death and resurrection front 
the (lead, lie never wrought a work 
merely to astonish or to gratify the 
carnal views of the people. A mira
cle that would have been received by 
t'lat carnal people would liave been
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