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The bor, with hands thrust deep In
ki3 ‘pockets, continued to move rest-
lezsly about, “Ges, hn, this weather
Iz gelling on my nerves. We've hind
days of it 'V'm besigning to want to
soe the sun npain® .

The ohl manJald aside’ his pipe
"Now, jd; soapoze: ye el Thnooall
apout i AWhat's' bhothierin® | ye—T've
missell that whistle of yourn, What's
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Jintmy resumed his seat on the log.
“Oh, notliing mueh, Tim: T goess I'm
sort. of cuckoo tonight, Just thinklngz—
oh, shueks! [t's pothinz, anyway.”

“Go on, Iad, I'm lsteninh” !

A slow color mounted to the Loy's
face. “I{'s thinking of Christmas, Tim. |
It's only three days off, and—and Tye |
never been away  before. It dnesn‘tl
matier, forget it He hastily threw
a pine bouzh Ioio the fre.

“Three days, ye say, 1ad? An" me
forgeltin® i. Now, where'd ye say ye
come frem?”

“lowa, Tim."

“Now, do tell, T been In Toway me-
gelf, dad, but it's a long time ago—a
long thne. Ye're frown a farm, mebbe?”

“No, Dad's no farmer. He's a ear-
penter, and got along fine till hard
times = struck—you Know how things
went."”

“Sure-1 do,” Tim supplemented. “An'
there wasn't much work.”

“That's right, Tim, and T wasn't keen
on'school. T wrote a nofe telling Mom
and Dad not to worry sbout me—they
have three more to look out for—nand
I hit the trall for the great North-
west.”

Tlm ‘gave him 8 reassuriug et i
‘gee, lad. An® ye're fed up an’ sort of
disapinted on' homezick?"’

. T guess that's tight, Tiw. Buai, Zosu,
it was. thloking of Christmas that got
under my skin. Thes'll all be there
but me. Nobody to get the tree—that

thonght of eating, Tim: It is Just that

T'm golng  home.  Howe, Tim, and I

owe It to you. [l pay I bark some

Tim Fumbled in His Pocket and Pro-
duced a Bit of Paper.

day—TI'll tell Mom and Dad what a
good pal you've ‘heen—and you prom-
ised’ to write. I'll" be thinking of you
Christmas.™

“Thaunkee, lad, thankee. Toll ¥er
folks howdy, an' Merry Christmas fer
me."”

The train roared away in the white
fog. Old Wim walched il the red light
disappeared and the rumble grew fuint
in the distance. He rubbed a moist
hand aecross his brow. “An' he ealled
me pal. *I'is a fine lad he ls, an’ 1"l
be missin® him. Three days to Christ-
mas; he'll make IiL™ By the dim Hizht
from the station window, he palled &
worn puorse from his pocket and emp-
tied the few remalning coins into his
hand. He shook his hend slovly. Reach-
Ing into an inner pocket he drew forth
a letier addressed to a small town in
Towa; slowly he read:

“Dear Tom: I been hankerin' to sep
e an' the old home agin. I'll be com-
in! fer Cliristmas, Yer brothor Tin®

He tore the letter into bils, “He's
worth It,” he said. “The lad wiil be
home fer Christinas™

Old Tim smiled happily as he tradzed
pack to camp.,
© Wastern Newspapec Unfon.
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MERRY CHRISTMAS

Boone Drug Company
The REXALL STORE

Announcement

We are mighty glad to announce to the members of our
association that, with the amount of money in your trea-
sury. the amount due from a small number of delinquent
members and the membership fees coming in, that we
do not find it necessary to make another call on you until
the beginning of the April  quarter, due and payable
April Ist. 1936.  If yvou have a friend you think should
have this protection for their family we mighti say that
their membership fee will pay them up to April 1st, 1936,

or almost four months" protection for the membership
fee alone.

Your Association has grown to more than 14,000 strong,
and our goal is 15,000 members in good standing by Jan-
uary 1st, 1936. Can we count on each and every mem-
ber to make this our dream come true, and to help give
protection to the families of those of your friends that
you know need it?

Yours for a bigger and better Association,
MADGE L. STURDIVANT, Secretary
.___ 24 2 L] 25 £y L]
Reins-Sturdivant Burial

Association




