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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 1851,

THE TAX QUESTION
The revalfration of real property for tax-

| ation has been affected by the Watauga

county board of commissioners, and notices
of the current assesstents have been receiv-
ed by the people of this locality, where the
little slips have provided the chief topic of
conversation for the past few days. The most
of the talk we hear, from both sides of the
political fence, is in vigorous protest of the
revamped set of tax figures,

General agreement can easily be reach-
ed on the point that equalization should pre-
vail in the matter of lund taxes, but those
who have followed the haphazard, zig-zag

course of l6cal taxation are inclined to doubt
" that such a Utopian situation can exist. So,
- at best, officials who start a new tax struc-

ture from scratch are up against a hard pro-

| position. But we speak principally for the
. large number of people who are faced with

an equally, if not harder task, in trying to

| mbet tax levies out of all proportion to the

cost of the property involved or its possible
productivity as a business investment, or a
| farming enterprise,
| A great many folks in Boone have labor-
ed diligently in an effort fo make their lives
a bit more abundant by providing living
quarters and business property for some of
the folks who want to live in Boone, at the
same time performing, we think, a public
| service, Many of these folks, including us,
have provided such accommodations dt the
lowest possible rental, absorbing our share of
| the inflation without murmur. Higher prices,
in many cases, would tend to move some ten-
' ants to outside the city, where they would
at least be free from municipal levies, but at
the same time the landlords are by all thé
| rules of the game, entitled to a fair return on
their investments. Likewise farmers who
| find themselves in the high brackets of the
revised tax structure, are suffering. Present
taxes, in many cases based on valuations in
excess of the cost of the property, are certain
to have an ill effect on the future growth
of the town and county, and we can see a
cessation in building and a rather general
feeling that investment construction is un-
sound here at the moment.

A reasonakle tax structure has been one
of the principal arguments for investment in
Watauga's soil, both urban and rural. We
hold to the discarded theory that an investor
is not necessarily content with a low tax
rate. He appraises the size of the check he
must lay on the line for the privilege of dwn-
ing a given piece of property, and with all
our progress and attractions, we have no
monopoly on land and houses, and oppor-
tunities. We must compete for new business
and new home-owners with the whole wide
world.

Residents of Boone, of course, are faced
with a State law which requires the use of
county valuation figures, and those whose
taxes are twice and three times their form-
er amounts in both categoriés, or at least a
great mahy of them, just can't make the
grade, they say.

County budget estimates, published and
explained in these columns some time ago,

' indicate that the total tax take is not sup-
posed to be much larger than heretofore, but
you can't argue that successfully to the man
, whose taxes have hit the ceiling, He points

| to past surpluses up at the courthouse at the

{ ends of both Democratic and Republican ad-

| ministrations, and vows no more money's
rieeded, particularly since mhost of the serv-
ices for which ¢ounty governiment was insti-
tuted, have been taken over by the State

governments, and in this latter day age have
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town and the people. We would be unfaith-
ful if we failed to speak on a matter of such
Vital €onéern to the people who have been
80 Vary good to us, And we rathér believe
that public officials, generally speaking,
would like to know how you feel in the mat-
ter, Public opinion has lost none of its force,
It can yet change the trend of any govern
ment, if it is adequately expressed.

DALE CARNEGIE . . .

DISASTER CAN LEAD TO sucltess

Samuel Krajel, Chicago, Illinols, believes that
any difficult situation ean be cohquered if some-
body has the will to do it.

It was in 1028, during Ameried’s “prosperous”
yeafs, previous to the @¢préssion that hit us in
1929, and Celotex was the product being manu-
factured by Mr. Krajei's company.,

In 1926 the Louisiana suger cane crop was
most promising. Good news to the Celotex ex-
perts who were depending upon this crop to furn-
ish the fiber for the synthetic board. Cane fiber
was the life-blood of their manufacturing plant.

Thén cimé bad newsl Jast before the
grinding season started. a Mosaic disease’
spréad like wildfire throughout the flelds.
There was no cropl And the plant’s equipment
was suitsble for making béard ohly out of su-
gar cane fiber. It was sasy 10 se¢ what would
happen fo business.

Quickly they took stock of the situation,
found out what they had on hand to work with.
Just enough left over from the previous year to
earry them for three months.

Then suddenly somebody came forth *with the
idea that they try to find a substitute for cane
fiber, Seemed absurd, particularly as their plant
was geared to cane fiber,

Then came godéd news! Louisiana’s second
greatest crop—rice—could be utilized since 20
per cent of rice straw could be added without af-
fecting the product, So they hired planes to scout
the rice fields and bought from the farmers on the
spot. Now they had 18 more days to live!

During this time, they went to Cuba, bought
endugh sugar cane fiber to tide them over until
another Loulsiana sugar éane crop could be pro-
duced.

But that wasn't all the good wrought by this
company. Their difficulty resulted in the develop-
ment of disease-registant strains of sugar cane and
soon cane fiber in Loulsiana was more suitable for
their use than the old strains.

And so Samuel Krajci's belief s firm that dis-
aster can be used as a stepping stone to better
things.

THEY SAY . ..

CHARLES F. KETTERING, retired inventor:
“The next half century offers opportunities that
never existed before.”

ROBERT SCHUMAN, French Foreign Min-

ister: “It is extremely difficult to speculate on
what the Russian delegates will do.”

The Health regrets
very much the loss of the services
of one of their public health
nurses, Mrs. Myra Mott Lentz,
Major Lentz was = transferred
to Ft. McClellan, Ala, from Ft
Bragg, making it necessary for
Mis, Lentz to séver connéctions
with her work here, .

Mrs, Lentz will b¢ replaced by
another nurse as soon as possible,
the departmént announced.

WASHINGTON

The new tax bill, likelihood of
another congressional look at a
price control bill, step-up in
‘military spending and production
as result of world out-look, sensa-
tions in veterans schooling probe,
living cost increases, political
bickering and possibility of an
October adjournment dite were
high lights of congress.
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The house passed the largest
military construction program in
history with only five dissenting
votes, carrying authorizations to-
taling $5, 766,720,828, which was
$720,541,000 below the budget re-
quest. In the meantime the house
had passed the foreign military
aid bill with less of a cut than
anticipated and the senate for-
eign relations committee made a
further slash and divided author-
ity over the fund between the
department of defense, for mili-
ptaryy the ECA for economic ald,
and the state department for
Point Four and other foreign as-
sistance.

The House also passed a meas-
ure authorizing $1,635,000,000 for
housing construction in defense
areas over determined opposition
led by Rep. Jesse P. Wolcott of
Michigan who sald there “is no
need for it" and that the mea-
sure was a step in the direction
of socialism. Passige came on
the heels of an investigation
which showed that even mem-
bers of the armed services were
being charged unconscionable
rentals for mere shacks unfit for
human habitation in these de-
fense areas and near government
installations.

bill allowing $638,578213 for
civil functions of the army en-
gineers, cemeterial expense for
the quartermaster and expense
of the Panama Canal Zone gov-
ernment in fiscal 1082. Sengtor
Paul Douglas was beaten back
three times in moves to reduce
rivers and harbors funds as was
Senator Homer Ferguson of
Michigan.

Sentiment in favor of the army
civil functions bill was strength-
ened, of course, by the Kansas-
Missouri floods, but there was
every indication that the con-
gress would refuse to stand the
cost of losses in that catastrophe.
It would mark a precedent, and
it was pointed out in some sec-
tors that neither the Kansas nor
Missouri state legislatures had
made a single move to help theit
own people who stood the losses.
The congress already had ap-
propriated $25,000,000 for emer-
gency relief of the flood suffer-
ers,

b Observers heré poinl out thst
in the Pick-Sloan plan for relief
of floods in the Missouri river
valley ' there is nothing but a
patchwork development becdusé
there is no over-all guiding plan.
Thesq same observers declare
that the great demaned for com-
pletion of dams and reservoirs,
some of which are included in
the civil fumetions bill, in Kan-
sas, will bé built at the expense
of flooding great areas of farm-
land which under a more com-
prehensive plan would be per-
fectly usable. Some suggestion
has been made that, if the pro-
posal of a Missouri Valley Auth-
ority is too all-inclusive, that a
natiobnal commiitee be named
with no axe to grind, to make
recommendations, possibly for
breaking down the authorities
into smaller valleys such as the
individual watersheds of the
Kaw, the Platte, the Big Blue
and other rivers.

It is possible to go wrong in
many ways, but right in oniy

one.—Aristotle.

. : ot eneral,
said the reserve supply of plesma
in this country has $een seriously
deflated to meet Korean war
needs,
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work for the Highway Department,

 BLUE RIDGE ELECTRIC
MEMBERSHIP CORPORATION

1t will be necessary for the electric power to be off
in Watauga County on Sunday, September 18, from
1:80 p. m. to § p. m,, in order to relocate some trans-
mission poles for Highway Department on the Lenoir-
Blowing Rock highway. The outage will effect all
mefmbérs in Watauga County and Blowing Rotk as
well as Caldwell, Wilkés, Ashe and Alleghany counties.
Should there be rain the work will be postponed until
the following Sunday. A similar outage will be neces-
sary-Sunday, September 30, in order to complete the
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New Studeb

Most advanced V-8 of
popelar price in Americal

Puts new punch into
every drop of gas!

New 120-horsepower wonder garl
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" Run, a Studebaker

Commander

Its a power-packed thrill on any hill!
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Needs no premium fuell

A lot of car for a little
money...18 months fo pay!
Estre marvelous! Sindebaker Antematic Drive! Shifts for itse(f—mo clutch pedal! Extra cost—and worth it/

BUCK MADDUX MOTOR COMPANY
TREET

533-5 WEST MAIN S8

V-8-led sl other competing
* ‘wights in actual miles per gallen!
AT Srod il o oo

RALPH B. NESBITT, Presbyterian preachér:
“There is no doubt that there has been a slack-
ening of the moral fiber of the American peaple.”

NICHOLLAS HOBBS, psychologist: "The sci-
ence of psychology puts into the hands of psycho-
logists instruments and techniques of tremendous
social power.”

RAY D. BPENCER, former head of bomb-
shelter program: “Military experts have estimated
that seventy per cent of attacking planes, in large-
scale raids, will get through our screens.”

DANIEL A. REED, Member of Congress from
New York: “It i currently estimated that thirty
per cent of the taxpayer's dollar is going into
Federal, state and local taxes.'

FRANCIS T. MURRAY, director of athleties,
University of Pennsylvania: “Sports are a hormal,
useful and human part of civilization.”

EARL JAMES McGRATH, Federal Education
m:'wmm;mutmlmumw
education cold storage and then later put them
into an educational hot-house.”

' WILLIAM O. DOUGLAS, Justice, U. 8. Su-
preme Court: “Recognition (of Cotnmunist China)
will require straight-forward afd courdgeous
thinking by all -Americans, but it is the only*log-
ical course.”

REPORT, Senate Crime Investigating Com-
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TIRE

.FREE TIRE 1|

e Free inspection of tires
for mileage-stealing.cuts
and bruises.

» Remove stones, glass,
ncils ond other objects
that can cause punctures.

o
SERVICE
HEADQUARTERS

We can make your car TIRE SAFE
« « « make your tires last longer!

<

STOP AT THIS SIGN OF TIRE SERVICE HEADQUARTERS

Y vl ¢

((4 h{"\-_"—;

<

NSPECTION,

o Check tires for manufacs
turers’ recommended air’
pressure.

e Inspect tires for uneven
wear cdused by weorn
mechanical parts.,

Real Estate

TELEPHONE 200

1—§2,000—4-room cabin. Nice lot, fronting highway. Close in.

2—$4750-—Ten acres rivér bottom meadow land on 421 near city limits.

3—$4500—Good five room dwelling. Water in house, 4 acres level land, close in.

4—Make us an offer—90 aere farm, 75 acres in grass arid crops. All tools.

§—Five-room dwelling, 13 acres land, trout stream, 2 miles from Boone. Cheap.

6—Would trade a good going restaurant in Boone for siall farm.

T—84750 for a good house, 3 acres land, apple orchard, on highway, close in.
fodern B-room house, 4 acres bottom land ih sight of college.

Fome and farm on hard surfaced road nesr city limits. Come in.
10—Vacant lots on Grand Boulevard, 75 feet frontage, nice viéw. Very Cheap.
11—$3500—6 room house, 13 acres land, 2 milk sows, 7-10 tobaced, tools.
12—-New 6 room dwelling near college. Very nice. The price is fight.

- dwelling, all out-buildings. Large lot—$8,500,
14—Two of the best building lots in town—8$3,000.
§ eht beautitul lots well located on paved road.
16—$6000—New 5 room dwelling on Queen Street. Heal, lights, bath. A bargain.
17—Brick dwelling, 7 rooms, close in. 4 acres in residential section, » 1

mmmmmmh
: fooris, 2 large bed rooms, toilet, city water, lights, good lot.
made into 3 complete apartments. Valuable lot, near colloge.

- =8 good vaeant lots near college. Located on street.
Three-room rustic cottage, well loca -y

STANLEY A. HABRIS, Séc, Treas.

Co.

H. GRADY FARTHING, Pmﬂ. 2

Home Realty

Property Management :
Main Floor Rear Watauga Building & Loan Building

BOONE, NORTH CAROLINA

close in.
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