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Luxury Of Private Offices Is
Something New To Legislators

By EULA N. GREENWOOD

PLACE TO MEET . .. Well,
at last legislators of North
Carolina have offices. Until
this week they had to meet
their Raleigh visitors wherever
they could —including, some-
times, the bathroom.

Frankly, when one considers
what our legislators have had
to put up with, the pitiful salar-
fes, the pinch-penny expenses
permitted, it is surprising that
North Carolina has had such
excellent government.

The offices allotted to the
170 members of the House and
Senate are not large—have
three chairs, a desk, trashcan,
and telephone—but they do
constitute privacy. This s
something no legislator be-
neath Speaker or Senate Presi-
dent could boast of prior to
February 6.

We are not ready for luxury
yet, so no provision has been
made for the lawmaker to
stretch out for a moment fol-
lowing a hectic session. How-
ever, a leatherette lounge, sofa,
davenport, or some type of cot
will be added as office furni-
ture before another General
Assembly comes to town.

VISITORS . . .
year, the State House will be
the cynosure of all eyes. Most
of the vigitors — probably 80
per cent of them—will not be
here to see the solons but rath-
er to inspect the place where
they meet.

The place, alas, belongs to
the people, and it had better
be made of pretty sturdy stuff.
Lipstick, chewing gum, grimy
hands, fudgsicles, candy, and
coke. We prediet 100,000 school
children—or roughly ten per
cent of our educational popula-
tion—will meander, jump, run,
and play, tag along State House
corridors before another Legis-
lature comes to town.

We once asked for conversa-
tional purposes a, tired house-
wife with two children, and
ready for a third, what she re-
membered most about her high
school days. “The Senior Class
trip to Raleigh”, she said with-
out hesitation. We just hope the
State House is no sissy.

For the next

HEART OPERATION . .
Roy Parker, Jr, Ahoskie na-
tive who sold out his interest
in Parker Bros. papers and be-
came a crack political reporter
for the Raleigh News & Obser-
ver, is scheduled to undergo a
heart operation at Duke Hospi-
tal on February 9.

CAPITAL CLIPBOARD
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NO SEAT BELTS . . . Four
high school seniors lie injured
here—one with brain concus-
sion and three with dislocated
vertebrace. Their car hit a
patch of ice on a suburban
street and rolled down a 30
foot embankment,

Each was thrown out of the
car.

The police officer called to
the wreck expressed the opin-
ion there would have been no
serious injuries had seat belts
been in use.

Safety experts criticize us for
not having seat belts in our
cars. But they point out, also,
that we don't use them as we
should. In other words, we fast-
em—if we have them—when
we get “settled” for long trips.
But most of the accidents
where seat belts do the most
good occur within ten blocks
of our homes,

CHECKS . . . Plans are still

moving along for a Statewide
telephone network to appre-
hend shoplifters, check-flash-
ers, counterfeiters, and other
racketeers of this type.

Bell Telephone is now work-
ing on a special project for
the SBI and the N. C. Law En-
forcement Association. More on
this later. There is a serious
lack of coordination, coopera-
tive effort, and up-to-date phy-

sical equipment.
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TOWN CALLED NITRO

If anyone called Nitro, W.
Va., a “boom town,” the resi-
dents might frown at the pun.
But they really couldn't com-
plain. For the cty got its name
from the explosives manufactur-

led at a large féderal plant

there during World War L
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Clawson, Route 2, Boone.,
Beta Club Attends Play

the Appalachian High School
Beta Club asttended the first

Club members were the guests
of Director David French.

Those attending were Jane
Buckland, Tol Cooke, Ronnle
Hunt, Linda McKaraher, Patty

. | Oland, Patty Payne, Nancy

Pease, Carol Preswood, Janie
Price, Becky Russell, Johnny
Glenda Wilson, Diane

Ralph Beshears, Graydon Eg-
gers and Alton Johnson, were
unable

to attend.
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