LETTER TO EDITOR

Makes Appeal For
Vets Of First War

entitled these men who served their pa-
| fion henarably

{War 1. All veterans of previpus
-|wars were granted pensons

gin at home, but alas this is
not the case with these needy,
aged veterans.

Our Representatives should
be contacted by letters from
our citizens, asking them to
provide a decent pension for

Colorado Newsman Says
Watauga Is On The Move

"(Editor’s note: The follow-
ing feature was written from
Boone to the Pueblo (Colora-
do) Chieftain recently, when
the newspaper man made his
first visit to Watauga county.
He is a nephew of Charles
Wilkinson of Zionville.)

By BRUCE WILKINSON

This part of the South in the
early 1960's is full of surprises
for the first-time visitor from
the West.

For one thing, northwestern
North Carolina which includes
Watauga County, is on the
move, economically, socially
and culturally,

Despite a wage scale low hy
standards of the highly indus-
trialized cities of the North,
the people here enjoy prosper-
ity.

This is not to say they have
a lot of money or spend waste
fully, But they do live in fine
homes. Even laborers often
have solid red brick homes
that in many other sections of
the U.S. would be associated
with the middle income group.

They eat well, dress well and
live well. Probably the most di-
rect explanation for their pros-
perity is that the family fune-
tions on three fronts. The typ-
ical hesd of the home cultivates
a small farm that invariably
includes a prized tobaceco patch
varying from a .6 of an acre to
slightly more.

Tobacco Top Crop

Burley tobacco here is the
leading cash erop; a man can
make $1,000 or more on this
size field but can't plant more
than his allotted acreage be-
cause of federal quotas adopted
during the depression when
tobacco became so cheap no-
body could make anything on
it.

A great majority of the busy
small farmers augment their in-
come with a parttime or full-
time job such as carpentering
in Boone, the county seat
Many of the younger women
hold jobs in ome of Boone's

factory.

With three incomes, each one
modest alone, and comfortable
farm living and eating, the
average family here is secure
and self-sufficient.

A traditional if not uncom-
plicated source of ready cash
to these people descended from
old line English, Scotch and
German stock—moonshining —
is depended upon by few Wa-
taugans even as a supplement
to their income much less a
mainstay. But this is not en-

tirelythemhm‘]
Wilkes County, if ome can be

lieve the natives here.

One lean, toilworn hill eoun-
try tobacco and corn farmer
near Boone allowed. “They’ll
make moonshine in Wilkes
County as long as time lasts.
Why, God, they've got to do
sumpin.” The legal elimate in
both counties is excellent both
from the standpoint of the
bootlegger and his sometime
teammate in the periodic local
option hassle, the Baptist, who
for quite different reasons sees
no end of evil in open liquor,

This is a land .of contrast.
Over the hill from Boone's top
source of revenue and prestige,

oldtime mountain people who
don't grow enough to eat. Some
depend on surplus foods given
out here to about 1,000 persons
at the rate of $20,000 a month,
and who have cultivated little
ability to read or write.

nearly sacred land in one fam-
ily generation after gemeration,
have been altered by the aute-
mobile and the integration of
the people here into the mod-
ern sceme of urban living but
they die slowly.

It is not uncommon even to-
day for a man to live on and

el

5

st made from leaf tobacco
such as that grown on his own
said. “That's the rea-

son I use it.”
1 could hardly help but agree
shout the only good
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developing the habit to the high
degree of proficiency demon-
strated everywhere here.

they aren’t as universal or gen-
erally as economically designed
as in some other places.

News Of Our
Servicemen
Fort Sill, Okla.—Army Pwut.

-|this session of Congress, in a
na- | small way show our desire for

durlng Warld

with no strings attached, why
discriminate against the World
War 1 veterans and their de-
pendants? Something should be
done to relieve this national
wrong. So write your Represen-
tatives asking them to support
the pension Bill H. R. 2832 in

help to the needy veterans in
their last few years of life.

Sincerely yours,

Jack Dunwoody,

Junior Vice Commander
Bept. of North Carolina,
Veterans of World War I,
U. 8. A, Inc,

P. 0. Box 583,

Lenoir, N. C.

Dotson At
Oak Ridge

Oak Ridge, Tenn.—Robert G.
Dotson, wsviemce teacher at
Winecoff School in Concord, is
participating in a special ten
week training course adminis-
tered by the University Rela-
tions Divigion of the Oak Rodge
Institute of Nuclear Studies.

Dotson is one of 33 specially
selected teachers from schools
in 20 states and Montevideo;
Uruguay, enrolled in the fif-
teenth session of the Oak
Ridge Science Lecture Demon-
stration Program.

This program is designed to
provide specialized training to
selected groups high school
science instructors as part of
the Atomic Energy Commis-
sion's effort to stimulate the
interest of students in science
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Appalachian High School held
its annual Alumni Day celebra-
tion Friday, Avgust . Upper-
classemen and last year's geniors
atlended a short program in the
schoal auditerium.

Student body - president Phil
Hampton opened ‘ the program.
Then the 196364 cheerleaders led
the students in several cheers.

Bill Bingham, previous editor
of THE LAUREL, announced that
the yearbook was dedicated this
year to Miss Doris Jones, a for-
mer sophomore English teacher
at ‘Appalachian High. Miss Jones
has since left the high school to
teach &t -Wesleyan College in
Athens, T :

Dr. Blanton addressed several
ramarks to the students and then
dismissed them Yy classes to re-
ceive copies of the 1983 LAUREL.
The Student Councll capped the
celebration by sponsoring the an-
nual, Alumnl Dance, an informal
affair 'held from 8 to 11 p.m. in

Alumni Day Program
Is Enjoyed At AHS

the high school auditorium.
Several gradualed classes were
represented as well as the pres-
ent studenls. Music was pro-
vided by recordings.
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familiar walls of AHS
haps the last time
seemed to enjoy the *
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