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By NANCY ALEXANDER

Roby Gilbert has tucked a
passel o' living isto his 83
iry withe

and keen as a he's of the
day when kith, kin and even
‘strangers were supposed to
light and sit a spell.

One who's set many a fine
table, he's bred of the home-

smile. Rubbing a s d Bcross
his iron-gray hair, sits
back and recalls days when
folks had to scratch for a living

A resident of Hickory, he's a
native of Boone, but has lived
in Lenoir, Morganton, and Lin-
colnton, He's seen the Blue
Ridge country unravel from
horse and buggy gait into the
fast-traveling pace of today.
Straight off the reel he can
pull facts and figures from his
storehouse of memories.

“I was raised five miles east
of Boone on the Brown’s Chapel
Ro:1l My parents were A. C.
Gilbert and my mother, Lucy
Brown Gilbert. First time I was
ever in Boone I went with my
father to take a load of oats to
old Dr. Councill. His office was
where the Daniel Boone Hotel
is now. There were two old
wooden hotels there—Coffey's
and Blackburn's,

“I was six years old the first
time I was in Blowing Rock
and the old Green Park Hotel
where I worked later was there
then.

“I went to a country school
near where I lived, sat on a
slab bench, wrote on a slate and
just about froze in the winter.

“When I was 18 I went in the
army—was stationed at Fort
Monroe, Va,, Washington, D. C.,
and Fort Beard, New Mexico.
I was in the parade in Wash-
ington when Teddy Roosevelt
was inaugurated president
March 4, 1905. It was a rough
windy and cold day. My good-
ness alive, how bad it was!

“I met my wife Jessie Ed-
misten when I got out of the
army in 1905. We've been mar-
ried 53 years.. - - h B

“In the spring of 1906 Hick
Harper, the manager, asked me
about taking a job as steward
at Green Park Hotel. I told him
I didn"t know anything about
such work, He asked, “You can
learn, éan't you?”

“So I worked there from
1805 until 1909, Folks came up
the mountain from the two
o'clock train in Lenoir by hack
and surrey—took 'em ’til about
night to get there. They came
from everywhere just like they
do now.

“The hotel belonged to Fin-
ley and George Harper, Hugh
Gwyn, and a Bisener fellow
from Charlotte.

“Other hotels were the Blow-
ing Rock Hotel, the Watauga
Hotel and the King and Gray
Hotel.

“The water for Green Park
was piped from a spring on the
mountain. There were two
springs near the hotel, one on
either side. Folks used to come
just to see and drink from ‘em.
That was the best water in the
world, elear and/cold. Every-
body drank from one gourd. I
keep a gourd in my car now.
Water tastes better out of it.
One of the springs flowed into

.. automabiles,

the Atlantic and one into the
Pacific or Gulf of Mexieco.
think both springs are
up now, The Blowing Roeck waid
free to anyome who wanted to
g0 out and see it

“The highest priced room
was $15, including three meals
a day. The chef, Willle Wil
liams from Columbia, §. C. was

fore-quarter for 7¢ and mutton,
any kind, for 10c. Eggs were
12 to 15 cents a dozen, and
butter, 12 to 15 cents a pound.

“We kept our meat in the
ice house, insulated with saw-
dust, in the basement. The ice
was cut from frozén pounds in
the winter and hapled by wag-
on to the hotel where it lasted
all summer.

“The hotel had its own cows
for milking and a man to milk
'em,

“From the cream we made
ice cream, turning it in old-
fachioned freezers. '

“A large range that burned

who were all foreigners.

“In 1910 1 operated the toll
gate for the Lenocir-Blowing
Rock Turnpike Company. Mr.
Finley Harper was head of the
organization. We charged 25¢
for a two-horse wagon 20¢
a one-horse wagom;
horseback rider; and

merchandise to his store at
Blowing Rock. B, C. Cannon
drove the truck for him.

few cars, mostly Model-T"s,
“T also earried the mail to
Rock from Lenoir. I

at first and then had a pair of
big white horses. There weren't
any service stations then, just
pumps at garages. I remember
taking gas to Ed Shipley’s and
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Stock up on Lydia Grey tissue in
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