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Changes Made In
Family Relations

Various Factors Play
Role In Family Re-

lationships
By FRANCES JORDAN

Family Relations Specialist

All of us remember that old
song “The Old Grey Mare, She
Ain’t What She Used To Be".
Well, the family isn’t what it
used to be either. Let us take
a look at some changes in the
family life cycle.

The most significant differ-
ences in the cycle of the family
today as compared with 50 years
ago relate to birth, marriage, and
death. We marry at a younger
age and have a shorter period 06
childbearing. Our children are
launched from the home into ca-
reer or marriage when the par-

ents are under 50 and the suc-
ceeding middle aged period when
the couple are alone at home is
a phenomenon not enjoyed by
most families two generations
ago. With the increase in life
span of the husband and wife,
there are more families today
in which both of the couple en-
ter the last stage of the cycle,
the aging years.

What are some other factors
which are creating changes in
family relationships? Each fam-
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ily unit is no longer an eco-
nomically independent producing

group, but rather a consuming

unit in which children are a fi-

nancial liability. More goods
and services are obtained out-

side the home, creating a shift

in the functions of the family

unit. Today, the family does not
exist just for the purposes of

providing food, clothing, and
housing, but assumes the re-

sponsibility fer the basic per-
sonality development of its mem-

bers. The family creates a set-
ting which provides emotional
strength to meet the stress and
strain of living in the made pace
of today. It is also recognized

that people are happier living
in families than being alone.
We enjoy a higher standard of
living, which is due in part to
higher level of education of fam-
ily members, better health, and
technological advances. But with
it, we have greater status seek-
ing pressures from business, in-
dustry, gnd evgn our neighbors.
We live in a mobile society,
which isolates the young family

from relatives and their control
over its behavior patterns. The
employed homemaker is creating
sweeping changes in family liv-
ing today. It is no loneer a

question of whether she should
or should not work, but rather j
how the family can adjust ef-
fectively to the situation. Fac-
tors which must be considered in-
clude the attitudes of the family
members, including her own, to-

ward working outside the home:
the quality of substitute care foi
the children; and the ability o'
all members to share the horn'
responsibilities. The Social Se
curity benefits for our aginj

couples has made it possible for
many of them to retire and en-
joy an easier life in their later
years. Social Security also en-
ables them to be more inde-
pendent of their children finan-
cially and otherwise. Another
change with far-reaching effects
on. families is the gradual shift
from farm to rural non-farm or
urban living.

Although it is true that some
families do not seem to have
the strength to withstand to-
day’s demand?, the majority of
our families in North Carolina
are happier than in any previous
generation. Family administra-
tion is on a more democratic
basis, with all family members
having a greater share in de-
cision making,, division of labor,
recreation activities, and other
aspects of living together
throughout the family life cycle.
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ACCIDENT FACTS

Another in a series of articles in
which the North Carolina Department
us Motor Vehicles exulores some ol
the significant facts behind last year’s
tratfie accident toll.

Here’s where they happened—-
the death-dealing traffic acci-
dents that last year claimed 1254
victims in North Carolina. In
town mishaps killed 195 while
out in the countryside the cas-
ualties mounted like this; killed
on state numbered roads 244, on
county and local roads 430, on

U. S. numbered highways 368,
and on the Interstate system 17.
Injury figures as tabulated in a
special study by the State De-
partment of Motor Vehicles list-
ed 15,309 hurt in urban mishaps
and 19,129 in rural. Most of
the personal injuries (like fatali-
ties) occurred on county and lo-
cal roads, the agency noted.
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Sunday School Lesson
HEADED FOR DISASTER?

International Sunday School
Lesson for July 8

Memory Selection: “Turn
now, every one of you, from his
evil way and wrong doings.”

Lesson Text: Jeremiah 19:
21; 25:1-11.

Today we have for the pur-
pose of cur study, the aim of
helping people realize that the

only true basis of security for a

'nation (or for an individual) is

to bo found in obedience to the
laws of God.

1 The title of this lesson sounds
frighteningly appropriate for
people who are living under ihe
threat of atomic war and the
destruction of civilization and,
indeed, of humanity itself which
such war would almost inevit-
ably bring upon us. It sug-
gests, in no uncertain terms,

that we give serious thought to
this Bible passage to see if we
can find in the words of the
prophet away of escape for our-
selves.

Jeremiah gave a vivid picture
of the horrors that would befall
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the people if they continued in
their sins. At, least three ot

these sins are specifically re-
ferred to in the lesson we are
studying today.

The first, and of course, most

seriou. sin, was. the forsaking ci
the worship of Yahweh and the
worshiping t>£, gods (19:4).
closely related to this were the
inhuman and - immoral practices
that these other religions that
the people had adopted brought
with them. . These even includ-
ed the offering of human sac-

|rifices.
The third sin referred to is

that of injustice and is indicat-
ed clearly in 21:12, which called
upon the nation’s rulers to
leave off injustice: “Execute
justice in the morning, and de-
liver from the hand of the op-
pressor him who has been
robbed.”

One wonders if any thinking
Christian can fail to be amazed

|at the way in which each of the
points noted in the situation in
Jeremiah’s day is being dupli-
cated in ojur own day. Three
days after the, resumption of
nuclear testing by Russia, evan-
gelist Billy Graham said in
Continued on Page 7—Section 2

Chowan County Churches
Ton awwftnesrfn? one of

the frustrations in Ted's life.
Like Ills namesakes the Red -
Box slugger, Ted likes to tag
*good fast ball and send it
over the fence. But, today.»
our batting-practice pitcher
jifst can’t seem to find the
plate. ’ '5Another frustration 4n
Ted’s life will occur next
Sunday morning. Like every
American youngster Ted
needs religious training. But
Tetfs parents, ttho should be

offering him opportunity and
encouragement in spiritual
growth, can’t seem to find
the Church.

Our children deserve the
full .spiritiual opportunity

; wkicßour free heritage has
preserved for them. Today it
is their tjpm to develop the
7>Qmr wfth which God en-
dowed them. And our assign-
ment, like the batting-prac-
tice pitcher’s, is to offer them
our best * . * and not lost
control.
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THE CHURCH FOR Att • • •

ALL FOR THE CHUftCQ
Tie Qiurcii »the greatest factor

Oto csrlh for lh« building of char*
•ettf and good citizeoahqp. It is %

. Btorehouse of spiritual values. With*
out a strong Church, neither do*
tnocracy nor civilization can sur*

wive. There are four sound reasons
why every person should attend
services regularly and support ths
Church. They arei (I) For his
ovn sake. (2) For. his children*
aak«. (3) For the sake of his com*

inunity and nation. (4) For ths
sake of die Church itself, which
needs his moral and material sup*

port. Plan to go to .church regt|*
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