.thereby not having full ap-
preciation for the mar of natural
beauty which abounds so
beautifully and abundantly.

Welcome, Mr. Carver

We want to welcome W. Raleigh
Carver, Route 5, Elizabeth City, as
a subscriber to the best newspaper
published along the Public
Parade. Every subscriber is
something special, but Mr. Carver
is extra special.

For those who are not readily .

familiar with our new subscriber
from the Isle of the Pasquotank,
he comes to our mailing list with
sterling credentials. He is
president of the 10-county
Albemarle Area Development
Association, is one the executive
committee of the 29-county Health
Services Agency, is a Pasquotank
County commissioner, is a former
ASCS fieldman, is an enthusiastic
Jim Hunt supporter, is an expert
craftsman, and is an eligible
batchelor.

And if that isn’t enough, he is
good at scaring the devil out of our
second born who had the
misfortune of minding the front
office when he came in to shell out
his $6.24.

Mr. Carver thinks accuracy, the
Democratic Party and the United
Methodist Church are as sacred as
motherhood but not necessarily in
that order. He admits that we
qualify for diplomas in three of the
categories, but questions our
accuracy on occasion. It is
apparent that we have been
consistent in one regard--we don’t
interpret the same set of facts in
the same manner as Mr. Carver.

Even as a candidate for county
commissioner, a post he serves
with great gusto and esteem, he
called us on the carpet for
something we had written about
Pasquotank’s lack of support of
the College of The Albemarle. He
had troubled himself to go beyond
mere quotations and get to the
meat of the subject, something
which did not surprise us in the
least.

We were in the office when his
rath was the highest on this
subject. But to our good fortune we
were at a four-wheel luncheon
when he came in to exchange his
cash for a subscription to this

newspaper.

We share his craze for accurac, .
We also share his devotion to the
United Methodist Church, the
Democratic Party and Jim Hunt.
But -we all make mistakes along
the way, more out of accident than
design.

If we give every subscriber who
is special and unique, and all 3,750
fit into this group, then it will take
72.12 years to pay tribute to them
along the Public Parade. But then
we are fortunate in that most
simplify the matter by giving the
U. S. Postal Service 13 cents to
deliver their subscription. But Mr.
Carver ain’t that type; he had
rather pay 64 cents per gallon for
gas to drive the 70 miles round trip
to do his own thing.

-During the next 12 months we
solicit his understanding of our
faultering. Mainly because
Melissa can’t stand much more of
the Carver from the Isle of the
Pasquotank.
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ByDr.J.W.Pou

Amystenousaﬂmentmcannngeomeeom
in the tidewater blacklands of North Carolina to
be barren, or without grain.

Thmuhappmmgmanamthathua!mtory
of unusual soil-related farming problems, but bar-
ren stalk com seems to rank in a class by
Scientists can’t pin down its cause or even find an
indication that the specific problem has been ex-
perienced before elsewhere.

“Anywhere corn is grown, there are some atllh
in practically every field that don’t have fully

Z

developed ears on them,” said North Carolina State

University plant pathologmt Dr. Craig Grau. He ex-
plained that barren stalks are nearly always the
results of a nutrient deficiency, particularly boron,
or stress from weather or overcmwdmg

“But in the blacklands we’re talking about some-
thing that may be entirely different, because of the
much higher frequency of barren planta in some
fields,” Grau said.

“We ve ruled out weather and population stress,”
the research scientist said. “And we don’t think it’s
the kind of nutrient deficiency we normally associ-
ate with barren stalks, although there may be a
deficiency or imbalarnice of a complex nature.”

He suspects that organisms living in the high
organic soils may be involved. So far he doesn’t have
a clue as to what the organisms might be.

The N. C. Agricultural Experiment Station is
funding a study to try to find the answers. Grau
and two other N. C. State University scientists,
J. P. Lilly, a soils specialist, and Dr. John Van
Duyn, an entomologist, are doing the research. :

The answers won’t come too soon to suit farmers
who are confronted with the barren stalk problem.
“It’s the problem some of us fear the most, because
of its potential and because so little is known about
it,” said Steve Bames, a former N. C. State black-
lands soils specialist and currently an agronomist
with First Colony Farms.

Barnes has observed yields on individual fields
fall from 160 bushels an acre to 40 bushels due to
the barren stalk problem.

Grau said yield reductions of around 30 percent
are common in the affected areas of the blacklands,
and added that the problem seems to be fairly wide-
spread. It was found in 25 percent of the fields
checked last year by Grau and his team.

An estimated quarter of a million acres of the
blacklands soils are currently in crop production —
primarily corn and soybeans — and other thou-
sands of acres are in various stages of being drained
and cleared for the same p Affected are

fields in Hyde, Tyrrell, Washmgton and Beaufort
counties. Not all blackland areas have the barren
stalk problem.

“At First Colony, we are changing our rotation
in some areas from one year soybeans and one year
corn to two years soybeans and one year corn,”
Barnes said. “This is the first year we’ve had comn
on fields that have had two years of beans, and
we’re anxious to see what happens.”

Research at N. C. State University has indicated
that rotation of crops tends to reduce the severity
of barren stalk. This will be part of the study dur-
ing 1976. In addition, Grau will screen a number
of commercial hybrids for differences in resistance
to barren stalk. Work last year indicated the prob-
lem was less severe on some hybrids than others.

In addition, over 400 inbred lines of corn will be
screened. If the N. C. State scientists can find one
of these with tolerance or resistance to barren stalk,
it could become the source of germplasm in develop-
ing a resistant hybrid.

Other work will focus on chemical soil treatments.
Grau treated affected soils with methyl bromide in
1975 and got sharp increases in ear development
and yield. “This piece of information is the primary
reason we now believe microorganisms are involved
in causing barren stalk,” Grau said. He suspects
that microorganisms are preventing the plant from
getting the nutrients it needs for full ear develop-
ment.

Methyl bromide is too costly to be considered a
practical field treatment, but Grau plans to test
some other materials that are less expensive. If they
produce the same results as methyl bromide, their
use could be an alternative where barren stalk is
threatening to drive corn off certain blackland fields.

Free Lunch, Milk Program

Continued From Page 1

Additonal copies are available at
the principal’s office in each
school. The information provided
on the application is confidential
and will be used only for the
purpose of determining eligibility.
Applications may be submitted at
any time during the year.

In certain cases foster children
are also eligible for these benefits.
If a family has foster children
living with them and wishes to
apply for such meals and milk for
them, it should contact the school.
Under provisions of the policy, the
principal of the school will review
applications and determine

eligibility. If a parent is
dissatisfied with the ruling of the
official, he may if he wishes to
discuss the decision with the
determining official on an in-
formal basis.

If he wishes to make a formal

byanaw.c.mnm

aty,amembnoftheenm-
mission.
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lndmlnthelllmdmm date communication equipment at
funds for implementation of the - MWWCII

Teachers Preparing For 1976-77 Schoql Year

School bells rang Monday for
some 200 staff members of
Edenton-Chowan Schools and they
are busy preparing themselves for
the beginning of the 1976-77 term
next Thursday.

Dr. John Dunn, superintendent,
reports there are 31 new teachers
among a faculty of 153 in the five
schools. Only three guidance
counselor positions remain un-
filled. :

Orientation for students will be

‘next Thursday when the schools
-will operate for half a day. School

will not be open.
The first full day of school is

August 27 and September 6 will be

a holiday.

Seven state-financed kin-
dergartens will operate in the
system this year.

Remedial math labs, financed
by a grant from Emergency
School Aid Act (ESAA), will
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