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By Lou Bonds

CHAPEL HILL — They are
the people who live on the
streets, address unknown, all
their worldly possessions on
their backs or in bags they
carry with them.

They are known variously as
‘“street people,”’ ‘‘bums,’’
“tramps” and ‘“bag ladies.”
Some beg; sone don’t. You see
them in bus station depots in
Atlanta, in the lobbies of run-
down hotels in Chicago and
sleeping on park benches in
Washington, D.C. Some, when
offered help to change their
lives, turn away.

Charles Dickens wrote about
them more than a century ago,
but as Dr. Laurel Archer Copp,
dean of the nursing school at the
University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill, points out:

“It didn’t end with Charles
Dickens.

“We tend to think that these
people are a phenomenon of the
1800s, that they don’t exist
anymore,”’ Copp says, ‘‘but we
still see them today in London
and Edinburgh, and we see
them here in our own com-
munity. As the economy which
finances public services erodes,
we may see more.”’

Copp has been curious about
the psychology of street people
since her employment at St.
Elizabeth’s  Hospital in
Washington, D.C., when it was
the largest federally supported
mental hospital in the nation.
Today she sees ex-patients in
Lafayette Park across from the
White House. Some have scraps
of food in their bags; others
carry heavy loads of old
newspapers.

Copp studied these people and
eventually came to the same
question that many ask, many
more avoid and few can an-
swer: Why do they behave the
way they do, why do we react to
them as we do and what can be
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done for them?

A lot of these people, Copp
knows, came out of institutions
designed to help them. In the
1950s, mental institutions un-
derwent massive reform,
largely because the public could
no longer accept the practice of
physically restraining and
locking up mental patients for
long periods of time-years, in
fact.

But, when emancipation
came and large numbers of
patients were released, ' there
was little waiting for them on
the outside, Copp says. Their
family ties had been broken, no
shelter was waiting and they
were forced to deal with the
outside world on their own
terms.

‘“The revision of the mental
health laws that unfettered and
unlocked patients was an im-
portant landmark in medical
and psychiatric care that can’t
be praised enough,” Copp says.
“But, like many other large
movements that come about so
abruptly, there was no plan-
ning. Many patients literally
were dumped on the com-
munities that had no plans or
place for them. Twenty years
later, we are still dealing with
these patients.”

Copp acknowledges, however,
that though plans for
discharging patients have
improved immensely, more and
younger street people still
appear every day. As a group,
she believes, they seem to have
“slipped through the cracks”
between agencies designed to
help them. As individuals, she
says, they are dealing with a
world full of stress to the best of
their ability.

“There is a wide variety of
abilities that people have to
copy with life’s difficulties,”

Copp says. ‘‘Some people can
cope with a great amount of
pressure,

stress, crisis and
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can't.
“I've seen-in many of these

people a great effort to try and |

cope. They may not be suc-

cessful, but they are trying.” |

That effort may explain why
many street people reject offers

of assistance or a better life,

Copp says. It could explain why
the man she once saw sleeping

on a grating, steam rising
through the iron bars, told those
who stopped to leave him alone.
He insisted on living and dying

on his own terms. He is like
many who claim their right not

to be treated.
“‘Some of the behaviors I see

all the time in these people is
that of being non-verbal, un-

communicative and with-
drawn,” Copp says. “At the
same time, they are especially
vulnerable to crime and rob-
bery which is the cause of a lot
of their injuries.”

The real enigma, though, is
trying to determine what, if
anything, can be done for the
street people, Copp says. In that
respect, even health
professionals often are
befuddled because the person
on a park bench could be af-
fected by mental illness, drugs,
alcohol or a combination of all
three.

Copp says the answer may lie
in “continuity of care,” of,
simply, agencies working
together to be sure that one
picks up where the other leaves
off. It means community health
centers working with hospitals
more closely; housing
authorities working with the
community health centers; and
SO on.

Laws could be passed to help
the agencies work together on
food, shelter and medical needs
of their patients and clients,
Copp says. Plans for what
happens to an individual after
he or she leaves an institution
can be more specific. This

H placement has become an

obligation of accredited
hospitals.

“I'm not suggesting there are
easy answers, or, perhaps,
anything at all that can be done
for the street people of today,”
Copp says, ‘“but our track
record with these people has not
been very good. More and more,
all -of us in today’s high-
technology society are going to
have our coping resources
tested. Many more of us will fail
the test of stress on a year after
year basis.

“Who's to say that when we
look at a newborn baby that we
aren’'t looking at another
potential street person?’’

Cox Wins Top
4-H Honors

John Cox, age 13, of the
Pembroke 4-H Club won top
honors in the Beef-Char-
Grill Contest. His special
Souper-Burgers and
demonstration techniques
gained him the State Title
and a $50 Savings Bond. This
was John’s second year in
the Beef-Char-Grill
demonstration.

He received a red ribbon
in the district contest in
1979. With hard work,
determination and lots of
practice John improved
enough to win the state title
at 4-H Congress last week.

To make Souper Burgers
you add one package of
Lipton Onion and Mushroom
Soup and %2 cup water to one
pound of hamburger. Divide
into 8 parts, pat each part
into thin patties on wax
paper. Place a thin slice of
cheese on 4 patties. Top with
remaining patties sealing
the edges together. Par-
tially pre-cook bacon strips
and secure with toothpicks
around each burger. Place
on grill and cook for ap-
proximately 20 minutes or
until done.
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Miss Spruill Attends FFA Conference;
Meets With President Carter

WASHINGTON, D.C. —
Diana Joy Spruill, vice
president of the N. C.
Association of the Future
Farmers of America (FFA)
was one of 100 state FFA
Officers who met Thursday
morning with President
Jimmy Carter.

The meeting at the White
House was a highlight of a
week-long State FFA
Presidents’ Conference in
the Nation’s Capital. The
conference, sponsored by
General Motors Corporation
through the National FFA
Foundation, Inc., s
designed to help new state
officers lead more ef-
fectively by expanding their
knowledgeoftheFFAandthe
nation.

Diana Joy is the daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. William
Edward Spruill of Pea
Ridge. She was elected vice
president of the N. C. FFA
Association at the State
FFA Convention on June 13,
1980.

The highlight of the visit
came when Carter
presented the Alamosa,
Colo., FFA Chapter the first
place award in ‘‘The
President’s Challenge.”’

‘““This is one award where
the recognition’s important
but where every person in
our country benefits and
where the greatest nation on
earth becomes even greater
because of your efforts.”

The chapter organized
community  workshops,
conducted a comprehensive
energy audit, and built solar
panels, a greenhouse, food
dryers and a model
distillery for fuel alcohol as
part of their energy con-
servation project.

A breakfast with
Congressmen preceded the
White House visit. More
than 100 Senators and
Representatives or their
assistants attended to visit
with the State Presidents
about national issues.

Speaking at the breakfast,
Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Education Shirley
M. Hufstedler said, “It is
always a pleasure to ad-
dress the future-minded
because, after all, the
present become the future
each and every day.”

She said farming is “no
longer the kind of ‘in-
dependence’ that it once
was. Every singleoneof usin
every city in America ab-
solutely depends upon the
products of agriculture for
our very survival.”

Robert D. Lund, vice
of

Foundation

, spoke at the

importantly I'm confident
and I know from my per-
sonal experience you have
what it takes to win. So if
you use those God-given
talents, if you apply those
leadership abilities which
you have in such abundance
and you continue to accept
the challenges of the times
with the gumption that got
you this far, then certainly
the best years are still
ahead.”

Speaking on behalf of the
Congressmen, Rep. Tom
Foley of Washington, said,
“Government has always
seen the advancement of
agriculture as very basic for
the progress of the future of
the country. What we've
achieved in agriculture is an
example of what we can do
in any field.”

Sec. of.-Agriculture - Bob
Bergland held a question
and answer session With the
state officers Tuesday. They
discussed the Soviet grain
embargo, crop price sup-
ports, livestock health and
energy for agriculture.

To fulfill the FFA’s
purpose of developing
citizenship, the state of-
ficers placed wreaths at the
Tomb of the Unknown
Soldiers in Arlington

Sawyer Joins
Tarheel Staff

GATESVILLE — Ronnie
L. Sawyer of Edenton has
joined the staff of Tarheel
Bank & Trust Co. as auditor
effective July 1, according
to a recent announcement
by Robert E. Lee, executive
vice president and chief
executive officer.

Lee stated that ‘“‘coupled
with the excellent growth
patterns that the bank has
experienced over the past
several years, and our own
projections for future
growth and expansion, the
addition of a full-time, in
house auditor, is not only
highly desirable, but ab-
solutely essential. We are
pleased to have someone
with Ronnie’s expertise in
the accounting field join our
staff.”

Sawyer is a 1964 graduate
of John A. Holmes High
School in Edenton. He is a
graduate of the College of
The Albemarle in Elizabeth
City, where he received his
AAS degree in business
administration. He plans to
receive his B.S. degree in
accounting from Elizabeth
City State University in the
near future.

Sawyer has had con-
siderable experience in
accounting. He started his
career as a Cost Department
clerk with.the Chris-Craft
Corporation in Edenton. He
then became a cost ac-
Company, also in Edenton.
He then adfnneed to ac-
or

National Cemetery and at
Mount Vernon, attended the
Torchlight Tattoo program,
visited the Smithsonian
Institution, toured the
Capitol and met their
Congressmen.  Represen-
tative Wes  Watkins,
Oklahoma, and Dr. Lynn
Daft of the White House
Domestic Policy Staff spoke
to the group.

The state officers were on
hand at the National FFA
Center for the dedication of
the Hall of Achievement
Gallery Exhibits.
National FFA Staff mem-
bers and program chairmen
explained each of the
organization’s divisions.

The group attended a play
at the Kennedy Center for
Performing Arts, and
concluded the week with the
annual Conference Banquet
held at the Lazy Susan
Dinner Theater in Wood-
bridge, Va.
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Copeland,

of Chowan County, died July
14, 1980.

The Executive Committee
of the Democratic Party of OW¢

ARTICLE I:
gratitude for Lester *:
Copeland’s devotion to -

That whereas Lester
Copeland served Chowan
County well as County
Commissioner, and
Whereas Lester Copeland
was renominated without
opposition to a second term
as county commissioner,

preciation for
Copeland be extended to his -
good wife, three fine sons
and their families as well as -
our bereavement over our °:
common loss, and 3

ARTICLE III: Our -
determination be hereby set ... .
forth to commend to all men ;
and women the outstanding ::
example of public service
rendered by Lester
Copeland. 3

Whereas Lester Copeland
possessed high standards of
personal integrity and moral
courage and exemplified the
same in his public life, and

Whereas Lester Copeland
believed in and worked for
equitable representation of
all sectors of the public in
government, and

Whereas Lester Copeland
cared . deeply for the
children of Chowan County
and actively encouraged the
consolidation and im-
provement of public schools,
and

All human teeth grow from
“buds” inside the jaws that
develop for both primary
and permanent teeth long
before a baby is born.

TrereRETer ALY

Whereas Lester Copeland
served this county diligently
even to the point of sacrifice
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ON THE ALBEMARLE SOUND — Lovely 7 year old
home, fully furnished. 100 ft. on the water, with pier
Se : D,500.

home on shaded

XCH

FOR RENT —
lot in Cape Colody.

MORGAN PARK So\’o

7 acre lot.

NEW HOME FOR SALE! RIVERTON — This new
brick home features LR, DR, kitchen-breakfast
combo, den (with fireplace), 3 BR, 2 full baths, large
utility rm, double carport, and outside deck. The
backyard has 2 huge oak trees. $65,000.

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY — I now have over 30
acres of commercially zoned land for sale. Also, a
commercial building which can be used as a store,
storage, or apartments.

MONTPELIER DR. — Attractive brick home with
LR, den (Fireplace), 3BR, 2 baths, garage, nice neigh-
borhood. $49,000.

HY. 17 SOUTH — Nice brick home with LR, Den, 3
BR, 2 baths, double fireplace. PRICE CUT — Call me.

MEXICO RD. — Brick ranch with LR (fireplace),
den, 3 BR, garage, half acre lot. $53.000.

MORGAN PARK — . Assume attractive interest rate
on this new cedar siding home with LR, den
(fireplace), DR, 3 BR, 2 baths. $68,500.

MORGAN PARK — 3,000 ft. of luxury including
solarium, library, rec. rm., workshop, all the extras.
Acre lot. $93,500. :

ON THE GOLF COURSE — Lovely contemporary
with 4 BR, 2% baths, LR, den, two huge fireplaces.
Walking distance of golf, pool, tennis, country club,
$118.000. Some owner financing available.

ON THE GOLF COURSE — With sound view,
walking distance of tennis, pool, country club, LR,den
(fireplace) DR, 4 BR, 2% baths, lovely wrap around
porch facing golf course, dble. garage, much more.
$132,500.

ON THE WATER — This lovely brick ranch features
DR, LR, Kitchen, den (Fireplace) 3 BR, 2!, baths,
dble. garage. Located on large lot on water with lots of
tall trees. $86,500. ;

ON THE SOUND — This almost new two story home
features 5 BR, 3% baths, great room with large
fireplace and much more. The backyard slopes to a
beautiful sandy beach on the Albemarle Sound. Call me
about a very reasonable griee.

CHOWAN BEACH — 2 BR home with kitchen, living
room. Good buy at $11,000.

WEST QUEEN — Neat brick home with LR, Kitchen
3BR, New carpet, cabinets and other features. $27,000.

BUILDING LOTS — On the water and in other fine
neighborhoods.

\‘:.

‘
¥
i

ITG IOV i

% )

PAAT TS L A0 2 194

PRS2 LN TN

VIR IINY

Ty S LT

.

LAl P LS

)

SILTINILI N

.','Vl'-"“v“:".’;:""“'“.‘.:"

o

- Bring Your

Own Container
% !

1 Omtmimﬂﬂ""ﬂ"ﬂ’“”“‘ COMAR I AT PRI PT FI hSiTe Y

Pick Them For You...

b

J Per Pint

T



