Settings Save
Big Dollars
The heat-saving
techniques have gotten quite
familiar by now, but the
figures may surprise you.

Last week’s cool nights
put Clayton E. Gentry,
district manager in
Elizabeth City for Virginia
Electric and Power Com-
panﬂ, to work educating the

. publie. 1

A vital instrument in

8 cutting fuel cost is your
thermostat. Using 70
degrees as a base, you can
save 8 per cent of your fuel
cost by lowering its per-
manent setting by two,
degrees. Or you can raise

_ .. the cost 8 per cent by ad-

£ 0. :vancing it two degrees.

. ' 5 Drop the permanent

,, setting to 66 degrees, and

H you’ll save 16 per cent.
Raising it to 74 will have the
reverse effect.

These are the key
variations in thermostat
setting. Gentry underscored
the word ‘permanent” in
describing the settings.

) A thermostat must be
. located away from heat-
producing sources and out of
cold drafts to be effective,
Gentry said. The per-
manency of the setting is not
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To make a fireplace more

efficient, make certain a
damper exists and works
properly. Install a fire
screen of clear safety glass.
If at all feasible, install a
vent to bring combustion air
4 to your firebox from the
) outside. If this is not
feasible, close off the room
containing the fireplace.

It is not too late to make
your home more heat-
efficient, Gentry said. Here
is what you can do:
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