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Social Security
Report
By Lee WalUo i

Field Representative
Help For The Mentally
Retarded:

The Social Security and
Supplemental Security
Income programs pay
benefits in certain instances
to disabled family members
as well as to disabled
workers.

People who are disabled
before age 22 may qualify
for Social Security benefits
on the record of a retired,
disabled, or deceased
parent.

Os the 200 people in the
Albemarle area currently
receiving such benefits, the
great majority have some
form of mental retardation
that has prevented them
from becoming independent
and self-supporting.

SSI makes payments to
mentally retarded people of
any age if they meet the
income and resource
requirements and are
determined to be medically
disabled.

In deciding on the
eligibilityof a child un; *'S
living at home, part < :¦•••»
parents’ income a «u>
are considered to be .come
for the child.

The medical eligibility
rules are the same under
both Social Security and
SSI.

A retarded child under 18
(or 21 and attending school)

is considered disabled if it is
shown that he or she has an
IQ of 59 or less, or if certain
other criteria are met.

In general, the criteri*
include Achievement of
only those developmental
milestones generally
acquired by children no
more than one-half the
child’s chronological age.

An adult is considered
disabled if his or her IQ is 59
or less, or if certain other
criteria are met.

Characteristics included
in the criteria include a :

marked dependence on
others for personal needs,
inability to understand the
spoken word, inability to
avoid physical danger,
inability to foUow simple
directions, and the inability
to read, write and perform
simple calculations.

People who have a
member of the family who
meets the medical and
income characteristics
described earlier should be
sure to contact the Social
Security office.

For more information,
call the Elizabeth City
Social Security Office at 338-
2161.

Dare County residents
may call toll free by asking
the operator for Enterprise
161.

COA Receives
$46,0(X) Grant

The Cooperative
Education program at
College of The Albemarle
has received a $46,000 Title
VIII grant from the U. S.
Department of Education
for use during the 1981-82
academic year.

Harriette M. Crump,
resource development
director, said this is the
second year the program
has been federally funded.
“This year’s grant provides
for the addition of an on-
campus Career Resource
Center,” she said, “as well
as for further expansion of
services to community
businesses, our students,
and faculty.”

Linda Combs, a COA
graduate, has already
begun her duties as the CRC
director, Crump said. The
center is housed in the
Learning Resources Center
at the North Road Street
campus.

Combs will provide
extensive job information to
students who desire
assistance with their career
choices. Through the use of
both printed end audio
visual material, combin-
ed with personalised!
counseling assistance,
Crump explained that
students will have greeter
opportunities to better-
define their career goals.

The center also will assist
with the placement of co-op
students in career-related
job situations
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