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Federal Aid Cuts
To Be Discussed

Federal budget cuts in
health programs and their
immediate and anticipated
long-term effects for North
Carolina’s health system
will be the topic of a day-
long meeting February 9 at
the Jane S. McKimmon
Center in Raleigh.

Dr. Sarah T. Morrow,
Secretary of Human
Resources, will present the
keynote address. Other
speakers and panelists
examining the subject will
be: Dr. George Reich,
regional health ad-
ministrator for the U.S.
Public Health Service; Rep.
Ruth E. Cook, (D-Wake);
W. E. Roye, N. C. Hospital
Association; George Stock-
bridge, Capital Health
Systems Agency; David
Clarke, Blue Cross and Blue
Shield of N. C.; G. R. Coble,
N. C. Center for Public
Policy Research; and
Richard Merritt, George
Washington University
Intergovernmental Health
Policy Project. Special
reports on other states’
responses to budget cuts and
workshops are also
scheduled.

The convocation is
sponsored by the N. C.
Health Council. Formed in
1948, the health council is a
voluntary, non profit or-
ganization dedicated to
improving communication
and encouraging co-
operation among the
different health interests in
the state.

The meeting is open to all
persons and organizations
involved in or interested in
health care in North
Carolina. Registration fee is
$25 per person and pre-
registration before January
26 is advised.

For more information and
to register, contact Frank
Emory or Thelma Hunter at
the McKimmon Center at
(919) 737-2261, or Scott
Wallace, President-elect,
N.C. Health Countil at
(919 ) 489-7431, ext. 2413.

Loan Program
Gains Favor

PARK RIDGE ILL.
Support of a loan program to
assure the stability of the
tobacco industry is a basic
concept in Farm Bureau’s
policy philosophy, Robert B.
Delano says.

Delano, president of the
American Farm Bureau
Federation, said tobacco
production is unique in
American agriculture in
that it has never cost any
direct government funds
with the exception of one
year (1959, due to an
unusual variety of tobacco
that was not accepted by the
trade.)

Because the loan program
for tobacco is the only
commodity support
program that operates at no
net cost to the government
while the tobacco product
industry generates nearly
S6O-billion annually toward
the gross national product,
Farm Bureau urges con-
tinuation of the current loan
program. Delano said.

Earlier this week in a
news conference, Delano
had called for elimination of
government subsidized
programs by 1985 for the
basic commodities of wheat,
feed grains, cotton and rice
that are included in the
recently enacted farm bill.
He said Farm Bureau wants
to see agriculture on a
market oriented basis by the
time the new farm bill ex-
pires.

Because of tobacco’s
unique position in
agriculture and the unusual
circumstances under which
it is marketed, the 200,000
tobacco farmers in 20 states
need a loan program that
willkeep supply in line with
demand, a position fully
supported by Farm Bureau,
Delano said.

Delano reported that in
more than 40 years of the
tobacco price support loans,
the entire program has cost
only $57-million -- and most
of that in that unusual year
of 1959.
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