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Sen. Jesse Helms’ political
strength across North
Carolina has withstood his
recent setbacks in Congress,
but a statewide poll in-
dicated Gov. Jim Hunt
probably would defeat
Helms if the two were op-
ponents in a senatorial
contest being held today.

Fifty - one per cent of the
adult North Carolinians
surveyed by the Carolina
Poll October 1-6 said they
would vote for Hunt in such
an election, and 35 per cent
said they would choose
Helms.

Those results are nearly
identical to the findings of a
Carolina Poll conducted last
spring. A poll conducted in
the fall of 1981 had shown
Hunt leading, but by a
smaller margin. Neither
Hunt nor Helms has an-
nounced his candidacy for
the Senate, but a contest
between the two is widely
expected.

The Carolina Poll is
conducted by students and
faculty members in the
School of Journalism of the
University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Its latest finding indicate
that Helms, while still
trailing Hunt in popularity,
has held his supporters at a
timewhen President Ronald
Reagan’s public approval
has dropped in recent polls.

Still, Helms’ support is
strongest - 71 per cent -

among those who said they
thought the President was
doing an excellent job.
Conversely, 73 per cent of
those who said Reagan was
doing a poor job said they
would choose Hunt.

The poll was conducted
after Helms had failed in his
efforts to pass legislation for
school prayer and against
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abortion. But the senator’s
supporters did not appear to
have been affected by those
events.

“Ithink he is a deterrent
to liberalism,” a retired
Forsyth County man said.
“Hunt is a littlemore liberal
than I like.”

A Durham man echoed
those sentiments. “I’m
more of a conservative,” he
said. “Economically, I
agree with Helms more than
Hunt.”

Hunt supporters were less
likely to cite ideological
grounds for support. “Ifed
like (Hunt) is a pretty good
man,” said a retired Hoke
County man. “I think he’s
done a pretty good job (as

governor). To my mind,
Hunt might do a better job.”

Others put their support in
terms of opposition to
Helms.

A Durham woman called
the senator “personally
despicable, hypocritical,
unintellignet and
repugnant.”

“He’s incompetent. His
stances on abortion are
untenable,” she said.

Hunt’s support was
stronger among women
than men, and it was
strongest among urban
populations, blacks, retired
people and those with lower
incomes.

Fifty -four per cent of the
women polled said they
would vote for Hunt, and 30
per cent preferred Helms.
Among men, 47 per cent
favored Hunt, and 42 per
cent chose Helms.

Hunt would carry both
urban and rural areas of the
election were hdd today,
but his margin in the poll
was greater in urban areas,
where he led Helms by 56
per cent to 31 per cent. In
rural areas it was 47 per
cent to 38 per cent.

In the Piedmont, where
most North Carolina cities
are located, 53 per cent of
those polled supported Hunt
and 36 per cent were for
Helms.

Traditionally Democratic
Eastern North Carolina
favored Hunt by 51 per cent
to 31 per cent for Helms. In
the mountains, whose
Republicanism has been
stronger, Hunt’s lead was
only 45 per cent to 42 per
cent.

Among blacks, 70 per cent
chose Hunt and 15 per cent
picked Helms. But the
governor’s support was
down 10 per cent since last
spring’s poll, taken before
criticism of Hunt from some
black leaders for his
decision to dump PCB -

contaminated soil in heavily
black Warren County. The
governor also has been
accused of not helping black
candidate H.M. (Mickey)
Michaux in the Second
Congressional District
Democratic primary.

Retired people expressed
support for Hunt by a
margin of more than two- to
- one. Sixty per cent of these
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Poll Shows Gov. Hunt Could Defeat Jesse Helms
polled said they would vote
for Hunt, and 27 per cent
chose Helms.

Hunt also received strong
support from respondents
with total family incomes of
between $15,000 and $20,000.
In that group, the governor
led Helms by 50 per cent to
29 per cent. Among those
with incomes above $20,000,
Hunt’s lead was smaller, 48
per cent to 43 per cent for

Helms.
Hunt held the lead in all

education groups. Helms’
best showing was among
those with college degrees,
where he received support
from 40 per cent compared
to 49 per cent for Hunt.

The Carolina Poll, a
telephone survey using
randomly dialed numbers,
contacted 584 persons. Its
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“IfYou Want To Drink... That’s Your
Business, But If You Have A Drinking
Problem, We Want TO HELP.”

Alcoholics Anonymous
nnd VI V non

Meet Monday Nights At 8 P.M. At

First Presbyterian Church
Corners of West Queen and Mosley

ANNOUNCING
NEW OFFICE LOCATION

Marshall S. Redding, M.D.

and

The Albemarle Eye Care Center, Ltd.
proudly announces their new location

Mitchener Village, 707 N. Broad Street

Edenton, N.C.
effective October 10,1982
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