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WEATHER UNSETTLED—The roses pictured above have
blossomed because of the unseasonally warm weather during the
day only tofind their pedals wilting during the cold nights. Flowers
are expected to return to their dormant state soon, however, as
the weatherman predicts a return of the cold weather.

North Carolina Minimum Wage
To Increase First Of The Year

On New Year’s Day, thousands of
North Carolina workers earning the
state minimum wage will begin to
see a 25 cents-an-hour increase in
their pay as the wage moves up to

District Court
Docket Is Heard

The Chowan District Court met
this week with the honorable John
T. Chaffin presiding.

Michael E. Stacey was found
guilty of driving 81 in a 55 zone. He
was given 30 days suspended for
one year, a $100 fine and cost of
court.

A waiver of probable cause bound
Seth Lee Shannonhouse’s charge of
Forgery to Superior Court.

James LeRoy Sanderlin was
found not guilty of communicating
threats.

A waiver of probable cause bound
William Lee ‘‘Hook’’ Wilson’s
charges of uttering and forgery to
Superior Court.

William Badham Gardner, Jr.,
Paul Gregory Amburn, and Jay
Fred Stimson Saunders, Jr. were
found guilty of injury to real pro-
perty. They were given 30 days
suspended for two years, a $100
fine, and cost of court. They must
each donate five hours of communi-
ty service under the supervision of
the sheriff.

Helms To Speak

Continued From Page 1

made more than 150 major
speeches in over 30 states.

He has traveled in eight foreign
countries, including the Far East,
England and South America--none
of these trips were taken at tax-
payer expense. He paid the army
for his official trip to the Panama
Canal Zone.

He has never taken so-called
junket at taxpayer expense. When
he has flown on Air Force One with
the President, he sent his personal
check equivalent to the first-class
commercial air fare to the White
House in payment for his flight. He
has informed the Secretary of the
Senate that when he is away work-
ing on behalf of a political can-
didate when the Senate is in ses-
sion, he will return that portion of

his salary to the U.S. Treasury.
This he has done.

Helms is holder of 20 national and
international freedom and conser-
vative awards and an honorary
degree of Doctor of Laws from Bob
Jones University. He was
nominated for vice president of the
United States at the Republican
Convention in 1976.
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$3.35 an hour.

“Workers affected will be those
primarily in smaller retail, food
service, wholesale trade and ser-
vice industry establishments,”’
State Labor Commissioner John C.
Brooks said today.

‘“These include retail sales:
clerks, janitors, stock clerks, as
well as workers who often receive
tips as a portion of their wages such
as waitresses and waiters, beauti-
cians and barbers.

‘“State and local government
employees are also covered,”
Brooks added.

With the 8.1 per cent increase
from $3.10, the state wage will
match the federal minimum for the
first time since December 1977. In
an average 40-hour workweek, the
pay boost will mean an additional
$10 in a worker’s paycheck.

In general, state coverage is
primarily of employees in enter-
prises having at least three workers
and not covered by the federal

‘wage, ‘In;many cases, fydgral

coverage is determined by the
gross income of an enterprise,
which must exceed $362,500.

‘““While we have no way. of
estimating either how many
workers are covered by the state
minimum wage at present or how
many of those earn less than $3.35
an hour now, we know that the in-
crease will provide significant
relief to many workers who are now
earning the lowest wages in North
Carolina,”” Brooks said.

North Carolina has had a state
minimum wage since action by the
1959 General Assembly which
established a 75 cents-an-hour base.

The present increase was
authorized by the 1981 General
Assembly, which also extended the
jurisdiction of the state law last
year when it reduced the number of
workers per enterprise.

Since 1979, the state has had a
special sub-minimum wage for full-
time students, which also increases
on Jan. 1, to $3.00.

There is no change in the state’s
overtime provision, which con-
tinues to require pay of time-and-
a-half the regular rate of pay after
45 hours in any workweek.

Livestock
Numbers Up

All hogs and pigs on North
Carolina farms December 1,
totaled 2,050,000 head, up four per
cent from a year earlier and three
per cent above September 1, 1982
‘according to the N.C. Crop and
Livestock Reporting Service.

Breeding stock at 290,000 was up
five per cent and market hogs at
1,760,000 were three per cent above
a year ago. North Carolina ranks
seventh  nationally in the total
number of hogs and pigs.

The state’s pig crop during the
September-November period
totaled 862,000 head, fifteen per cent
above the same months last year.

North Carolina producers intend
to farrow 115 mmdurinl each

the release of the state’s Police’In-
formation Network nine-month
crime report for 1982 which shows
a total index increase of two per

- cent over the same reporting period

in 1981, with violent crimes up six
per cent and property crimes up
two per cent.

"“We all must take heed of the
developing trend in robberies and
aggravated assaults,” Edmisten
said about respective increases of
ten per cent and six per cent in
those two categories of violent
crimes.

Also included in the violent crime
index are murder, down two per
cent and rape, which showed no

our highway: hd the way,” Ed-
misten said. *“The major factor in
these situations, as well as in ag-
gravatedlug\ﬂh.uemstobeat-
tributable to the high rate of
unemployment and the depressed
natumeeﬂlnecommy"

Larceny, a property crime in-
cluding lhoplifung rose four per
cent overall during the ﬁrst nine
months of 1982.

Shoplifting, specifically, jumped
twenty-three per cent and, Ed-
misten said, “It will continue to get
worse as the holiday crowds in
stores make it even more difficult
for merchants to deal with this in-

State Unemployment Rate Rises
To 9.5 Percent High In November

RALEIGH—The statewide total
unemployment rate rose slightly to
9.5 per cent in November according
to figures released by Glenn R. Jer-
nigan, chairman of the N.C.
Employment Security Commis-
sion. The rate in October was 9.3
per cent.

The November rate of 9.5 per
cent represented 278,700 jobless
workers, an increase of 2,500 from
the previous month. The national
unadjusted rate in November was
104 per cent (11,476,000
unemployed).

Jernigan said, ‘“Further seasonal
employment losses in agriculture
(-15,700), manufacturing (-5,300),
and in the self employed group
(-2,200) continued to outweigh
minor gains in some nonmanufac-
turing divisions for. a net job loss
over some 21,100 workers between
October and November.”

Manufacturing jobs overall
showed a net loss of 5,300 with the
most pronounced declines led by
Tobacco Manufactures (-2,300) and
Textile Mill Products (-2,100) in the
nondurable goods sector. Some
minimal improvement was record-
ed in Machinery, Transportation
Equipment, Apparel & Related
Preductsyand Printing, Publishing;
& Alliefe

Nonnianufacturing jobs posted a
weak increase (0.1 per cent) most
which occurred in Trade (+1,000)
and Government ( +4,600) jobs. The
categories of Trade, Government,
and Service & Miscellaneous have
the largest numbers of workers.

EPA Grants Edenton
Construction Funding

The congressional delegation
from North Carolina, Walter B.
Jones, Jesse Helms and John East
have notified the Town of Edenton
that it will receive funding from the
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) for the construction of its
waste water facility.

The EPA will fund 85 per cent of
the project or in money terms
%5,455,100. The monies represent
Step II and Step III grants from the
EPA'’s “Inovative and Alternative
Project-Grants”’. Step II and Step
III grants are to be used for the
design and construction of the
waste water facility.

Sam Noble, Town Administrator,
commented that, ‘“The significant
thing is that the Council acted as
quickly as it did on land application
(of waste water).

Noble also stated that it would be
doubtful if there would be funding
at the 85 per cent level by the EPA
in the coming years. In 1983 funding
for such Inovative and Alternative
projects is scheduled to be only 76
per cent from the EPA because of
the Reagan cut back in federally
funded projects.

The project is especially slgmfl-
cant because in Febuary of 1982 the
Town of Edenton was denied exten-
sion of their present waste water
capabilities thus preventing any
new construction.

Sam Noble praised both thc ef-
forts of the North Carolina Depart-
ment of Environmental Manage-
mmmmmmnﬂ

Jernigan pointed out that while
Trade was up over the previous
montbh, it was down 4,100 jobs from
a year ago. “In a season when trade
is expected to be the highest, it is
discouraging to realize how many
jobs have been lost in this sector.”
In  contrast, Service &
Miscellaneous workers declined
(-3,100) from October to November,
yet from 1981 to November 1982
there was an increase of 8,300
workers. Jernigan said, ‘“As our in-
dustrial base becomes more and
more diversified, the Service in-
dustry is becoming increasingly
important. It’s interesting to note
that we have almost 144,000 more
workers in service jobs than we
have 1n textile production.”

The average weekly hours by
production workers in manufactur-
ing rose to 38.6 in mid-November
from 38.5 in mid-October. In mid-
November 1981, workers averaged
38.7 hours per week.

Peter J. Long
Assumes Post

TARBORO~Peter-J.  Long,

assistant vice president-human

- TesoUreEs; Has Besn Appoimted by

company president Wayne Peter-
son to direct the company’s efforts
to assist communities in its service
area in economic development.

As director of economic develop-
ment beginning January 1, 1983,
Long will be responsible for suppor-
ting and helping to improve results
of existing industrial and economic
development groups. Special atten-
tion will be given to those counties
and towns that do not have organiz-
ed development groups or that need
assistance in their efforts.

Long will work closely with the
executive director of Economic
Development for the North
Carolina Department of Com-
merce; with the five division direc-
tors of the Department of Com-
merce who are strategically
located in Carolina Telephone’s
operating area; and with local in-

- dustrial development professionals.

Long will report directly to Peter-
son, who said, “Carolina Telephone
recognizes that its financial health
is to a great extent dependent upon
the economic well-being of the area
it serves. In order to help improve
the economic health of the area and
to maintain a strong economy,
Carolina Telephone is expanding its
involvement in industrial growth
and economic development
throughout its operating area.”

An employee of Carolina
Telephone since 1946, Long has held
a number of management posi-
tions, with extensive experience in
personnel administration, human
resources and labor relations. He is
past secretary and past president of
the North Carolina Indapendent
Telephone Association.

His work with civic and church
organmﬂominduﬂusxymo(
volunteer service with the Boy
mammhw
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up the remaining categories of pro-
perty crimes reported to the Police
Information Network (PIN), a divi-
sion of Edmisten’s office.

Edmisten said the types of
crimes on the increase indicate the
pressures of outside influences
beyond the control of law enforce-
ment, such as the economy and
unemployment.

‘‘However,” he said, ‘‘those of us
in the criminal justice community
are confident that in spite of these
trends, the decreasing rate of some
crimes tells us that if our citizens
will continue to become involved we

motorvehicleMMlixper, |
cent over the previous year, make
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compilation of violent and proper-

tycrimunpomdbyllwenforee-
ment agencies statewide. 7%

- ““These statistics should not be
viewed in isolation,” Edmisten
said. ‘‘They should be considered
for comparisons of the status of
‘criminal activity in our state and,
should be put: mwmm

tive for a better understanding of
how we are progressing or where

-we need to improve our ﬁght

against crime.”.

Edmisten ascnbed aten per oent
drop in arson—not an index
crime—to a reinforcement of the
SBI’s arson unit this year

Contaminated Cans Recalled

RALEIGH—Several lots of con-
taminated brunswick stew have
been recalled by their Georgia
manufacturer, announced Leonard
Blanton, director of the Food and
Drug Protection Division of the
North Carolina Department of
Agriculture.

Poss brand canned brunswick
stew in 23-ounce cans, and Mask
and Gay brand stew packed in
106-ounce cans have been recalled,
due to possible contamination from
underprocessing. The stew was
manufactured by Mask and Gay
Food Products of Georgia, Inc.,
Brooks, Georgia, and is suspected
of containing clostridia, a food
spoilage organism.

The suspected 23-ounce cans can
be identified by the Poss label and
the codes BK 042, BK 052, BK 082
and BK 092. The 106-ounce cans can
be identified through the label and
the code AK 2 BO4.

“We encourage consumers who
have purchased brunswick stew
under these brand names to check
the labels and cans closely for the
suspected codes,”’ stresses Blanton.

‘“If anyone finds any of the
suspected material, he should
return it to the store or distributor
where it was purchased.” -

USDA Food Safety and Inspec-
tion Service personnel believe the'
clostridia may have resulted from
underprocessing. Although they
point out that in many cases, the
clostridia organisms are not harm-
ful, the presence of the organisms
indicates more serious food poisons
may exist. Testing of the recalled
product has yet to uncover any
serious health threats, however.

Approximately 68,000 pounds of
the brunswick stew are suspected
in the recall move, but most has
already been accounted for by the
company or has been destroyed.
The contaiminated product was
distributed in North Carolina,
Alabama, Florida and Georgia.

Field inspectors for the Food and
Drug Protection Division of .the
NCDA will conduct spot checks to
make sure retailers have removed
the contaminated products from
their shelves in the followmg
weeks.
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"YOUVEGOTIT |
COMING

JUSTAS MUCH
ASATRIP

TOSEETHE
GRANDCHILDREN.

Remember the last time you saw them? *
And how they reminded you of a little boy—
or girl—you once raised yourself? Grand- =
children have a special way of making you -
good inside, and Direct Deposit can help
make your next visit even more of pleasure.
With Direct Deposit, your Social Security—
or other Government payments—go straight
1O your account, so you can enjomgm 5.
9

moment without the worry ofac
unprotected back home.

Just ask for Direct Deposit wherever you
haveac or savings LIS free

and its something you deserve just as mud1
as a chance to spoil your grandchildren. -
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