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Stream Watch
Question: How can the

North Carolina Department
of Natural Resources and
Community Development do
a better job of protecting die
water quality of the state’s
more than 40,000 miles of
streams plus numerous lakes
with limited personnel and
equipment?

Answer: Round up a posse
of concerned citizens from
Manteo to Murphy and ask
them to volunteer their time
and energy to help monitor
and protect water quality in
local areas.

That’s what the department
is doing withthe introduction
of Stream Watch, a recently
developed program that in-
vites participation from en-
vironmentally concerned
citizens and organizations in
every county in North
Carolina.

“With this innovative pro-
gram, we are encouraging
residents of Chowan, “to
adopt” a stream or other body
of water near their homes,”
said Dr. Jay Langfelder,
assistant secretary for
natural resources. “Citizens
have a stake in clean, clear
water and can be quite effec-
tive in helping to stop water
pollution and in some cases to
restore degraded streams.”

Stream Watch will work
like this:

An interested organization
will choose a river basin,
watershed, creek, river or
lake it is interested in protec-
ting. Then it will send to the
department for a Stream
Watch application, fill it out
and return it, describing con-
cerns for the selected body of
water. The department will
designate the organization as
a STREAM WATCH
organization and send it a pro-
clamation signed by the
secretary of the Department
of Natural Resources and
Community Development and
the director of the Division of
Environmental Management.

After that, the department
willfurnish information about
activities in the river basin
which could affect the
selected stream’s water
quality, and the staff willpro-
vide slide/tape shows on
water programs and issues.

Stream Watch organiza-
tions will be encouraged to
conduct stream walks to ob-
tain information on such ac-
tivities as withdrawals of
water, chemical spills, fish
kills, algal blooms and erosion
problems. In addition, the
organization can promote
river bank clean-ups, habitat
improvement and erosion
control campaigns.

The department will also
make available Stream
Watch signs for posting along
the protected body of water or
in the watershed.

Stream Watch is one of
many outdoor related ac-
tivities that willbe showcas-
ed at Outdoors North Carolina
- Expo ‘B3, and exposition
sponsored by the Department
of Natural Resources and
Community Development and
the Raleigh Civic Center,
March 24-27 in Raleigh.

For more information
about STREAM WATCH or to
obtain an application forom,
contact: Stream Watch Coor-
dinator, Division of En-
vironmental Management,
Water Quality Section, P.O.
Box 27687, Raleigh, N.C.
27611-7687, telephone
919/733-5083.

Poetry Competition

A SI,OOO grand prize willbe
awarded in the Eighth Annual
Poetry Competition spon-
sored by World of Poetry, a
quarterly newsletter for
poets.

Poems of all styles and on
any subject are eligible to
compete for the grand prize
or for 99 other cash or mer-
chandise awards, totaling
over SIO,OOO.

Says Contest Chairman,
Joseph Mellon, “We are en-
couraging poetic talent of
every kind, and expect our
contest to produce exciting
discoveries.”

Rules and official entry
forms are available from the
World of Poetry, <*¦ 2431
Stockton Blvd., Dept B,
Sacramento, CA, 96817.

People who adrertiw in
newapapen often find them-
selves winner*. Arecent *u{-
vey showed that newspaper
advertiang it considered
more believable than that of
any other medium.
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