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Philatelic Promotion

The fifth annual Spring
Philatelic Promotion is taking
place through May 14, the
U.S. Postal Service announc-
ed today.

“Get Carried Away with
Philately - Discover. Stamp
Collecting” is the theme of
this year's campaign. It will
be promoted with the block of
four Ballooning stamps issued
March 31, which willserve as
the focal point for several
materials.

This year’s month-long pro-
motion willinvolve over 19,000
postal facilities nationwide.
The principal objective willbe
to increase the number of
young stamp collectors by
concentrating on improving
public awarenes of the hobby
and its benefits, such as learn-
ing about the people, places
and events that have shaped
the history of the United
States, the Postal Service
noted.

“Our research indicates
that most of the estimated 2.
million collectors in the
United States began their hob-
by between the ages of 8 and
12,” said Gordon C. Morison,
Assistant Postmaster
General for Customer
Services.

“Typically, it was an in-
terested adult-brother, sister,
parent, neighbor, teacher or
scout leader-who initially
conveyed the excitement and
fun of collecting the U.S.
stamps to the young collec-
tor,” Morison noted.

Postal Service plans for the
1983 Spring Philatelic Promo-
tion include the use of post of-
fice lobby displays and the
mail distribution of offers for
free philatelic publications in
15 major cities. The publica-
tions to be distributed to in-
terested hobbyists are the
newest edition of Introduction
to Stamp Collecting, a 32-page
beginners guide to the hobby,
and the latest Philatelic
Catalog, covering all U.S.
stamps and philatelic pro-
ducts available from the U.S.
Postal Service via mail order.

In addition, a 1982
Definitive Mint Set willbe in-
troduced as part of this pro-
motion. This set, which in-
cludes a 16-page album
printed in full color, features
information and photographs
related to all regular stamps
and postal stationery items
issued by the Postal Service
during 1982. It is priced at
$7.50.

The 1982 Definitive MintSet
is designed as a companion
piece to the 1982 Com
memorative MintSet and the
1982 Fifty State Birds and
Flowers Mint Set, which also
are available this spring.
Together, they represent a
complete collection of all 1982
U.S. postal issues.

Also available at most post
offices will be an expanded
line of other philatelic pro-
ducts, such as Topical Collec-
ting Kits, “The Postal Service
Guide to U.S. Stamps and an
American Wildlife Stamp
Album.” They are priced be-
tween $2 and $3.50 each.

The Postal Service is spon-
soring the month-long obser-
vance in cooperation with the
Council of Philatelic
Organizations, which includes
more than 230 national,
regional and local organiza-
tions devoted to all aspects of
stamp collecting.

Related activities will in-
volve such organizations as
the National Association of
Elementary School Prin-
cipals, the American Library
Association and Benjamin
Franklin Stamp Clubs.

In addition, special media
kits containing local publicity
and public relations ideas on
how to promote the hobby ot
stamp collecting during April
willbe mailed to over 10,000
postmasters.

Card Os Thanks

My heartfelt gratitude goes
to each of you who have held
me in your thoughts during
my recent illness. Your many
gestures of love and concern
and your prayers really made
a difference. Thank you so
much for everything!

Love.
Miss C. Pierce

Homes High (Math teacher)

Pd.

The spoked wheel, his-
torians estimate, was in-
vented around 2000 B-C
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