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Skeletons and P_ottel:y Are

Found In Peachtree Mound

MOUND HAS
BEEN ENTERED
FOUR TIMES

52 Skeletons Found When Opened
About 50 Years Ago, John
McCombs Says

The location of six skeletons re-
jreseat n portion of the first week': |
work by archaeologist of the Smitk- |
«<gnian Institution who are digging |
into the old mound at the moulh of
Peachtree crcek, on the north bank
¢f Hiawassee river, seven miles south
«f Murphy, in the interest of scien-|
tific study of pre-historic America. |

J, B, Jennings, of Chicage, 1L,
and Willilam B. Colbu:n, of Detrait,
Mich. archaeclogist attached to the
Smithsonian Intsitute are in charge
of the excavailion work which iz a
rederal project under the vil Works
Administration. Mr. Jennings haas
churge of seientific and technical
work and Me. Colburn is in charge of
the labor and excavation.

Actual work on 4he mound began
tne latter part of December and is ex-
pecied to continue for eight weeks
or more. The labor is being drawn
from the local re-employment offize
and about 100 men will receive em-
ployment on the proj2ets during that
time, Between $12,000 and $14,000
will be spent on the project

Nine Found Te Date

During the second week threc more
skeleione havse been located. Skulls
have bien found in nine plases, aef-
inite eviaeuce that full shkeletons of
Fre-historie  aborigines are localed
there. Bones have been found at a
few other places, but when archaeol-
ogist exawined them only fragments
of bunes were unearthed. One of the
skeletons was loeated in the field
about 200 feet souht of the ‘mound,

Other finds made to date include
a clay pot about six inches in diam-
eter and some six inches high, perfect
but for a partially broken rim; a
small decorated pot about 1 inch in
diameter and 1 inch high, the rim be-
ing: completely gone; several bushels
of pieces of broken pottery, frag-
ments of bones and numerous post
holes.

One piece of workmanship found
is a dark clay goat’s head about an
inch in diameter and an inch and a
half in height. The lower neck part
is rough, evidently having been brok-
en off the body or from a piece of
crnamented pottery. The eyes, ears,
horns, nose and mouth of the goat
are almost perfect, and the ornament
is ensily identified as depiciting the
features of a goat.

On the southeast corner of the
mound, numerous post holes have
been located, which. evidently con-
tained supports for some sort of house
or fence. Mhe ground around these
post holes has not yet been complete-
ly. excavated.

In the trench on the east side of
the mound, a large pit of some kind
has been located. The dirt within the
pit is a loamy black, and is easily dis-
tinguishable from the original red
clay dirt surrounding . Mr. Jennings
who is supervising the scientific and
techinal phase of the exeavation,
said this was probably a fire pit or
burial pit, but could not tell what it
is until it has been excavated and ex-
amined.

Skeleton Uncovered

One of the skeletons has been par-
tially uncovered. The work of exca-
vating the skeletons is slow and te-
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The bones crumble easily,
treat them with chemi-

| when the work is finished,

mann«r thiough the entire muund, and
eviry inch of the dirt will receive a
<horough examination.

'The mound itself has been stai.ed

ft in_ five foot squares, and every |

tone, bead, stone or piece of potiery
will be marked and labeled, the place
it was found marked and locuted on a

[ =pecially prepared map betore being

‘orwarded to the Smithsonian Insti-
ution, Wa:aington, D. C., for minute

end detailed examination by its ex-‘

perts.

Dale Lee, local surveyor, is making
‘sie sutvey and maps to be used in
cennection with the excavation.
Oscar Hunt, local high school ¢ udent

and artist, is assisting Mr. Lee. He is |

alzo making pencil drawings and out-
lines of fragments and objects found,

| which will be included in the repor:

cf Mr. Colburn and My, Junni:ﬂ{&

Archaeologists  in charpe  of the
work plan to make excaveiions in the
field to the east and south of the
meand in the hope tamt discoveries
made toere will shed some light upon
the pre-historic * 'illage which once
‘lourished there., They also hope to
iind evidence there which will reveal
+is place as the site of the ancient
villuge of Guasil;, =aid to have been
visited by Hernando De Soto, intrep-
id Spanish explorer, on his gold hunt-
ing expedition through these moun-
*uins nearly four centuries agp.

Wiether the skeletons found are
those of Cherokee or Natchez In-
fian=, or aborigines of prewistory,
will not be known until they have
béen examined and passed upon by
experts of the Smithwonian Institu-
tion.

Opened Four Times

When archacologists delve ‘rto the
niound they will find that it has al-
ready been disiurbed, and probably
riany of thg expected valuable relies
ol pre-historic America will be miss.
ing. The mound has been excavated
ot least four times in the past by
telic hunters, according to informa-
tivn gathered from the older residents
of the section, but no scientific or
;ochnical work has ever been done on
5

About 50 years ago, it is said, the
mound was excavated by the Val-
entine  brothers of Philadelphia.
Sometime before that it had been
entered by otier partiea. About two
years uago, George Barnes, a relic
kunter of Tennessee, did some ex-
plorinz in the mound and in the field
adjacent. Some years before Barnes,
it is said somebody else explored the
mound.

One fact remains undisputed- The
niound has been entered before an.
sime valuable relics have been remov-
tu. To what extent its contents have
been disturbed will not be known un-
til after the Smithsonian experts have
explored it, and then probably they
will not be able to determine.

According to information obtained
from relisble sources, numbers of
tkeleton have been dug up and plow-
@1 up n the tield surrounding the
mound. One party who claims to be
an eye witness to one exploration,
declares that 52 skeletons were un-
ccrthed in the mound at one time.
Numerous necklaces of Indian and
trade beads are in evidence as pos-
sessions 'of amateur and professional
relics hunters in this section, which
have been plowed or dug up in the
field or in the mound. Several pieces
of gﬂﬂm have likewise been found.

ne of the most interesing stories
of the many now being told about the
mound and its con is related by
John 8. McCombs, 76 year oia res-
dent of Peachtree, who lives on the
adjoi farm, and who is a descen-
dant of John Sudderth, original home-
steader of the large tract of land on
which the mound is located.

Mr. McCombs related hs first recol-

which the mound is located, and who

has payed and workeda around it for | presented

nearly tree quarters of a century.
The first time he remembers ud?
it, the mound was “pretty and »

| SCHOOL NEWS

‘ﬂ. H. S. GRADUATE 15 HONOR
1 STUDENT

| ~Mr. Pueck received a lo.ter from
i:hc Dean at Tenne:see Wesleyan
jftating that Margaret Mauney had
lmmlc an averdse of B on all subjects
|for the first term which entitled her
to be on the Honor roll.

| MURPHY BASKETBALL

i SCHEDULE

Murphy High's basketball teams
{will play the Cherokee Indians in a
|a double header program Saturday,
i.laauary 6, and other games are as
follows:

Jan. 19—Almond—Here.

Jan. (26—Hayosville—Here,

Feb. 2 —Almond—There.

Feb. 10.—Bethe! at Canton.
| Feb. 23.—Cher Jkee—There,
| Coach Deaton is trying to arrange
| Eames with Bryson Coay, Copperhill,
{Cherokee All Stars, Youns Harris,
Stecoah, EN, and  Robbinsville,
These games will come later in the
stason and will be played in the new
gymnasium. which is now being built
oy the C. W. A. in the old exhibit
building on the Fair gronuds.

NOTICE TO PUBLIC

Ali Bus, drivers have received or-
der:s from school authorities not to
CaArry any passengers except students,
THE C. W. A. STARTS WORK ON

GYMNASIUM AND EXHIBIT

BUILDING

Tursday Jan. 2 ten carpenters were
givea work by the C. W. A. to con-
vert the Fair exhibit building into a
gymnasium and exhibit building.

In making ‘s change the wrand
stand will be removed and the build-
ing will be floored. The building will
be used fer a public recreational
Lall and wxhibil building, The works
will be completed within 10 days.
NEW SENIOR PRESIDEN
; OFFICE -

On the reste “son of Foane ifen
dley, Senior class president on Dee.
15, Hogt Phillips, Yice-president,
avt~matically breume g--cident and
rominations were accepted for the
vacated posavion. Those nominated

Farker and the former was elected by
4 large majority,

Hoyt, who is presiden of the stu-
dent body and also an honor student
of the Senior class, is considered
wholly competent for this office.

GRAMMAR SCHOOL HONOR ROLL

Second grade . M. Mayfield.

Paul Hill, Rita Hawkins and Irene
Jordan.

Second and shird grades—Mnms, E.
Patton. Carmel Hombree, Celia
Morgan, Kimsey Hall, Carl Palmer,
Wayne Hembree, Frederick Gyrd,
Thomas Hickey, R. V. Dockery, Roy
ickey.

Third grade—Loucine Wells: Mel-
ia Holder, Wade Teague, Sue Wells,
Betty Fain, Wanda Bowles, J. C.
Townson, Frances Hampton, Chris-
tineg Barton and Charlene Bowles.

Fourth Grade—S. S word: ElizaBeth
Franklin, Katie Higgins, Juctine
Juhnson, Geneva Lovingood, Mourine
Lovingood, Louise Mann, Jayne Ricke
Frankie Wilson, Walter Carringer,
Willard Hembree and Jamesj Abbott
Hyatt,

Fifth grade—A. Leatharwood
= 'V;"hn'n dir.lmé James Bl;i;tain. (l:owen

ovingoo €orge or, irover
Hamyion, Roberta Carringer, Mag-
dalen= Cook, Kate Gray, Jane Hill,
Elizabeth MeClure, Effie Barbara
Melver, Mary Led Roberts, Helen
Wells, Geneva White, Fannie Bell
Abernathy.

Sixth grad. —Mrs. Axley.

Luther Hampton, Ruby Townsoca,
Jean Daniels, Mary Frances Bell,
Josephine Howell.

ALLUMMI TION PRE-
SENTS lli(.‘-;l CHAPEL

& dl7d program to the

svhool Monday, Jan. ‘1.
Twelve former graduates of the
!gth

were Freeland Ballew and Grace

LONG TO SERVE
PRESBYTERIANS

Accepts Call To S'fi‘_q— Churches At
Murpbhy And Hayesville

The Rev. Stewart Holderness Long
native of Jasper, Aln., has accepted a

zall as pastor of the Murphy and
fayesville Presbyterian churches, it
has been announced by the pulpit
committes, compoged o M. W. Bell,

J. B Gray, and C. W. Savage. The
Rev. Mr. Long will arrive in Murphy
ip time for services at the local
church Sunday morning at 11 o’clock
< is understood.

The Rev. Mr. Long wa: born in
in Jasper on April 24, 1908. He was
ducated in the Alabama and Flor-
iga public, schools, graduating from
the latter in 1925. In April of that
year he was taken under the care of
the Preshytery of St. Johns, synod
of Florida. He attended he Univer-
sity of Alabama for two years, at
which institution he was awarded
the Johnston Bible prize, given by the
Iste Dr. Thomas H. Johnston, dean
of St. Philip’s Cathedral Atlanta,

He was then transferred to David-
=on College from which he was grad-
uated cum Jaude in 1929, After
lcaving Davidson he entered Colum-
bia Theological Seminary. During his
senior year he served as assistant in
the department of old Testament
Likerature and Exegesis and was
gradunted magna cum laude in 1932,

In the summer of 1931 he was #s-
sistant to Dr. R. M. Stimzon, pastor
of the Second Presbyterian church.
Chattanooga, Tenn. His first pastor-
ate after leaving the seminary was at
Guntersville, Ala., where he served
for a year and a half before being
called to the present work in the
Presbytery of Asheville. His parents
hve in Sanford, Fla.

Ben Palmer’s Baby
Died December 27th

Ben Virgil, 3 weeks old son of
Mr. and Mrz, Ben Palmer, died at 11
o’clock Wednesday morning, Decem-
ber 27th, at the home of its grand-
parents, Mr. and Mrs. T. P. Calhoun,
where Mr. and Mrs, Palmer have been
making their home.

Funeral services were held at the
home at 10 o'clock Thursday morn-
ing, December 28th, and interment
was in Sunset cemetery. The Rev. C.
E. Steadman conducted the funeral
rites. Pall bearers were Ross Lovin-
good, A. J. Hembree and W. A,
Sherrill. It is survived by its parents.

American Legion
To:Meet January 12
[The first meeting of the American
Legion for 1934 will be held at the
Scout office or Friday, night, Jan-
uary 12, at 7 o'clock Commander A.
W. Lovingood announced this wéek.
Important business is to come be-
fore the meeting and plans will be
formulated for the coming year, and
Mr. Lovingood said he was anxious
thatt all Egionnaires and pxservice
men be present,

NEW YEARS PARTY

Mrs. Noah Lovimgood entertained
the Good Will Club with a New
Yeara party on Monday evening st
her home.

present” were: Mr. and Mrs. Herman
Murray, Mr. and Mrs. H
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Crawford, Mr. and
Mrs. Howard Moody, Mra Cyrus
White, Miss Gillie Martin, Miss Mary
L Ih G““’! nh
‘Mrs. Bill Brandon,
Miss Grace Mrs. Thelma Dick-

an that
omer. Ricks, ing o8 Jamuasy
permanent

MRS. DICKEY
PRESENTS KEY
TO MURPHY

Mayor and Business Men Enjoy
Sumptuocus Repast At Deikey
House January 1st

A large bronze key, to be used as
the “Key to Murphy”, was preserted
te Mayor Edmund B. Norvell and the
the town of Zrurply by Mre, Nettie
Dicdkey, proprietress of the Dickey
Hotel, following a stmptuics baaquet
which was attended bv tweniy-seven
business men of the town Monday
night, January 1lst.

The banquet was gne of a number
-hich Mrs. Dickey has given in hon-
or of the business men of Murphy, and
which =he plans to continue in the
iuture at intervals,

Following the banquet, Mrs, Dickey
opened an impromptu speaking pro-
gram by presentingz the large key to
Mayor Norvell to be used on cccasion
«when it becomes necessary to welcome
sume distinguished visitor or enter-
prise to <he town. Mr. Norvell thank-
ed Mrs., Dickey on behalf of the
guests and the town.

Among the gucsts who spoke brief-
Iy were G, W. Candler, of Candler's
Department Store, who told of com-
ing to Mruphy seme 44 vears ago on
the train from Asheville, and Captain
Lickett, woh sa‘d his fi -

Murphy was .aa 0 0 yo
that Mr. Candler was
un that first trip.

Mr. Cander has been in business in
Murphy ever since, and Captain
Rickett has teen conducting trains
from Asheville toMu rphy and return
for the same length of time,

All the speakers congratulated Mrs.
Lickey on her swmptuous feast and
generosity, and declared that the
Dickey Hotel was an institution in-
separable from Murphy anu was
famous from coast to const as one of
the fine2lizgtelcies of thic Appa-
lachain seetion,

The speakers included Meyor Nor-
vell, former Mayor W. M. Fain, C.
W. Savage, E. P. Hawkins, Dr. R. S.
FParker, P. C. Hyatt, Mrs. N. E. Olm-
sted, Mrs. Sherrell, Prof. B. R. Car-
roll, 8. D. Akin, Mr. Candler, Cap-
ttain/ Rickett, and o‘hers.

The merchents and business men
present were:

R. C, Mattox, Hwde; 13, R. Carroll
Feed, S. D. Akin, Hwd ., F. C. Owen-
iy, Theatr>, David Carsinger, W, M.
Mauney Drugs, H. C. Elkins, Puwer
& Lights, W. B. Dickey, Merchant,
F. C. Hyatt, Mercnarn, ;. W. Cand-
ler, Merchant, W. D. Townson, Mfg.
Furniture, C. W. Savage, Hotel, J. W.

A Pisscug-.

good, W. M. Fain, Ex-maysr and
Mayor protem, Edmund B. Norveli,
Mayor, C. M. Wofford, Wholesale

Grocery, -Wofford-Terrel;, H. M.
Whitaker, Fred V. Johnsvn, E. I
Hawkins, Paul B. Owenby, W. 8.

Dickey, Grady Crawford aad 3. W,
Bailey.

DRY FORCES TO
MEET JANUARY 16

The United Dry Forces of North
sarolina will assemble in a State-
wide conference at Greensbore, on
Jdanuary 16%, for the purpose of
perfecting a permanent organization
to continue in North Carolina a con-
structive program of education in fa-
vor of temperance and against the
wvils of alecohol, J. B, Gray member
o1 the central committee of the state
from Cherokee County announced
this week. The county and other lo-
Lol units of the tion
fought to keep North Carclina dry in
the recent election and desire to con-
cerve the

meet-~
16th will set op a
na in chmor‘nﬁ?mm

All

ested in the promotion of :
mm%ﬁomﬁ:‘h
cmmanommmcm?
County Chairmen and Managers
the United Dry Forces are particolar-
bmmhm_unt.

Lovingeod E. C. Moore, Noah Lovin-

that. .

benefits of the 1ecent




