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GURRENT EVENTS
PSS IN REVIEW

GREAT NATIONAL RESOURCES
PROGRAM REPORTED—STEEL
INDUSTRY'S PLANS.

By EDWARD W. PICKARD
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The hoard's report does not suggest
that the government spend the $105-
OGLON00  Involved, but recommends
g natlonal plan of co-ordinating fed-
ernal construction projects with state
and loeal undertakings. It also recom-
mends a puhlie works “reserve” of
F10.000.000,00 to take up the slack
of construction In periods of depres-
slon, but does not suggest where such
a fund—more than one-third of the
total national debt—ecould be obtained,
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ROM his economic security ad-

visory committee the President re-
celved a recommendation for an un-
employment Insurunce system based
upon contributions  from employers
through a pey roll tax; and also three
proposed plans for old age pensions
submitted ror his consideration,

It was recommended that payments
to workers who become jobless should
be 50 per cent of their pay but pay-
ments were not to be less than £15 per
week for 25 weeks in the year. States
would be permitted to set a higher |
standard If they wished

A “walting period”™ of from two to
four weeks between the time a worker
lost hiz job and the time insurance
payments started was provided for.

IVE years ago It was asserted thuat

the stee] indusiry was fur overbullt,
But lts genernl progranm for 1965 baild
ing (8 now made publie, showing that
It plans the expenditure of S100,004),-
(M for new equipment.  This includes
the Ford Motor company’s S10,000.000
program, already deseribed in this ecul-
umn. Other items are: The United
States Steel corporation has pledzed |
£40,000,000 worth of modernization in
the coming year.

The Natlonal Steel corporation has
announced a 12000000 expansion for
its sobsidiary, the Grest Lakes Steel
corporation,

Carnegie Steel Is bullding a° 42-inch
hot strip mill at Youngstown, Ohlo,
and BEethlehem is planning a 60-lnch
bot strip mill for [ts Lm-hu‘-nnna

works at Buffalo.

Youngstown Steel and Tube com-
pany Is completing a $7,000,000 mill at
its Campbell (Ohlo) works, and nearby
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He defends the section of the pro-

posed amendment which would give
him eczaristic control over all food,
trug nnid cosmetle advertising, a fea-

ture which ridsed n storm of protests
In the last session on the ground that
It invaded the freedom of the press

CECRETARY OF WAR DERN Is no

less Insistent on the necessity of
strengthening the army than s Secre-
tury of the Navy Swanson in the case
of our naval defenses,
In the first sectlon of
his annunl report Mr.
Dern asks that the of-
flcer and enlisted
strength of the army
be increased to 14,000

LS

commissioned  officers
and 1658  enlisted
men. Other  recoin-

mendations inelude;

Purchise of 600 alr-
planes over a perlod
of three yenrs to glve
the alr comps 2320
serviceable planes, as wurged by the
board headed by Newton D. Daker,
which investigated the ale corps and
It needs

Allocation of sufficient funds to ecom-
plete the srmy housing program at
home and sbrond.

Construction without undue delny
of a Wur department bullding to house
all its activitles under one roof In-
stead of 1o 17 bulldings, as at present.

Enactment by congress of legislation
to Improve the promotion system, so
a8 to give n more upniform and satis-
factory flow of promotion without
necessitnting  heavy  additlonal  ex-
Pense.

Increasing the pay of officers, par-
tleularly In the lower grades, when
the condition of the treasury warrants,

h
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USH D. HOLT, the young radieal

who was elected United States
senator from West Virginia, may have
a hard time getting his seat, for he
will not reach the copstitutional age
of thirty until next June. The Hepub-
lican senators are determined to ex-
clude Holt if possible, but they have
not yet decided on the method to be
pursuoed. MeNary of Oregon, Repub-
lican leader, says he will c¢hal-
lenge the West Virginian's eligibility
when the litter appears to present
his credentials te Vice President
Garner, asking that the credentials be
submitted to the committee of privil-
eges and elections.

Senator Willlam E. Korah of Idaho,
a constitutional authority, differs with
Senator McNary but merely on the
point of procedure. He will take the
sume position as he took In the case
of Frank L. Smith of Ilinols and V1l
Ham 5. Vare of Pennsylvanla, and If
he is successful Holt will be seated
bt later expelled by resolution after
the investizating committee makes its
report.

HIRTY-ONE years ago, on Degcem:

ber 17, 1003, the Wright brothers
made at Kitty Hawk, N. C, the his-
toric first flight in a powered airplane,
and the anniversary was handsomely
celebrated  throughout the TUnited
States and Its possessions. Every-
where that wenther conditions permit-
ted, all avallable alrplanes took to the
eir to honor Orville Wright, the sur-
viving brother, and to demonstrate the
extraordinary progress that has been
made In aviatlod. Army and navy alr
fields, alrport managers and owners
of planes all co-operated In this cele-
bration of Natlonal Aviation day.

in Italy by Mussolinl, kas been ere-l
ated; Carmoopa's dictatorship Is ns—1
sured and a now constitution replaces

that of 1933 which restered In sowe
measure representative  government.
The first of the two chambers pro-
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North Dakota was still investigating
munitions makers and  their protfits
antd methods, President
Loosevelt named an-
other commitiee
charged with the duoty
of preparing  legisia.
tion that wounld au-
thorize the Chief Ex-
ecutive, in time of war,
to  assume absolute
power over Industrinl
profits, prices and |
wagzes and over the op-
erntions of all Indus-
tries, Bernard M. Bar-

Be d M.
f::::ch uch, New York finun-
cier who was head of
the war industries board, was made

chalrman of this committes, nod Gen. |
Hugh S. Jolinson was appointed to |
be Mr. Barveh's assistant. Others on
the committee mre Secretaries Hull
(state), Morgenthan (treusury), Dern |
(war), and Swanson (navy): Under-
secretary of Agriculture Tugwell, sct- |
Ing for Secretary Wallace; Assistant
Secretary of Labor MeGrady, acting
for Secretury Perking; Assistant Sec-
retary of the Nuvy Henry Latrobe
Roosevelt; Rail Co-ordinator Eastman :
Gen.  Douglas  MacArthur, chlef of
stafl; &and Foreizn Trade Adviser
George N. Peek. I

The President told newspnper men
gathered at his  press  coulerence
that “the time has come to tnke the |
proft out of war” He declared that
not only the war profits of corpori-
tlons wounld be under inspection but
the wages of Individuals as well. He
pointed out the disparity hetween the
soldier's pay of $1 a day nnd that of
the munitions worker at $10 a day, and
declared this unegual mobillzation, as
he called it, bad led to the veternns'
demands for a soldiers’ and sailors’
bonus.

Legislation will be asked of the new
congress meeting In January, Mr.
Itoosevelt said. He added that he re- |
garded the subject as one of the most |
Important of any to be lald before
CODEross.

The President Insisted that his move
at this time was not prompted by any
threat of war. The war horizon, he |
sald, is cloudless. Neither should the
proposal be considered one for war
preparedness, the President added.

In order that he may ald In han-
dling expected War department legis-
Intion, General MacArthor s retnined
ns chief of staft Indefinitely.

LL Alchignn was thrown Into

mourning by one of the worst
disasters that ever occurred In that
state. The Hotel Kerns In Lansing,
crowded with legislators gathered for
a special ion of the bly, was
destroyed by an early morning fire,
and probably ns many as forty per-
sons were killed by the flames or by
leaping to the street or into the Grand
river on the bank of which the hotel
stood. The exact number of victims
may never be known, for the register
was burned, At least six members of
the legislature lost thelr lives,

7'M in. 1 have more than enough

votes to win," sald Representa-
tive Joseph W. Byrns of Tennessee:
and this ended the contest for the
speakership of the next house, for a
count of noses proved Mr. Byrns was
right. The P t remained neutral,
and one after another the state delega-
tions fell into line for the Tennessenr

and Johm J. (’Connor of New York,
Willlam W. Arnold and Adelph J. Sab-
ath of Nlinois.

THE NEW YEAR

By GEORGE COOPER
in Indianapolis News

e E R R

SONG for the Old
While its knell is tolled,
And its parting moments fly!
But u song und a cheer
For the glud New Yeur,
W hile we watch the Old Year diel
Oh! its grie| and puin
Ne'er can come again,
And its care lies buried deep;
But what joy untold
Dath the New Year hold,
And what hopes within it sleep!
A song for the Old,

>

W hile its knell is tolled,

With a grander, broader zeal,
And a forward view,
Let us greet the New,

Heart and purpose ever leal!
Let the ills we met,
And the sad regret,

With the Old be buried deep;
For what joy untold
Doth the New Year hold,

And what hopes within it sleep!

HE town hall of the small
villuge of Landers had no
clock, but a bell In the cu-
pola. I'he janitor was one of
those fussy fellows who
make a positive creed of do
ing sverything on the doL
He <ept his wnich set “rall
road dme,” consequently when the old
man entered the hall o the morning,
every one knew it was exactly one
minute of seven. The selectmen met
there. The offices of the probate judge
were on the second Hoor. The town
hall bad to be kept warm. When the
Janitor left at oight
it was exactly five
minutes past six. At
six the bell pealed
out Its only ringing
for the day, and peo-
ple set their watches
hy L
Old Foxton bad a
cubby-hole of his
"wn where he could
rest and smoke
whén he wasn't
busy. It was the
. custom oo New
L Yenr's eve for the
towu hall bell o ring om nt midnight.
Une of the youths who had long cov-
eted e fun of New Yeur's eve bell
ringing bheld a conference with g
friend. “Huve you ever thought.” sald

right lever and then wateh. In this

case the right lever Is old Foxton"
They went into a hudile of secret
planning.

Al twelve that night they were to hold
especial celebration. They ecould count
on Old Foxton. The moment the big
bell began to clang .+ that would
be the first Instant of the Hrst minute
of the, New Year. Exactly! There was
something tine and depeuduble In the
thought of Old Foxton, they sald. Gave
you confidence in the buman race. He
was ns right as Fa-
ther Thne himself.

At one minute of
twelve. where par-
ties were In prog-
ress, every one
stopped talking
Ihey walted expee-
tantly, “The minute
hand ecrept on to
ravelve. Lips were
opened In readiness
to shout with the
first ringing of the
great bell. But ne
sound came clang-
ing over the roof-
tops . . . only the small tinkles of their
own clocks chiming the hovr.

SILENCE ! Nothing more

They waltei. At ten minutes past
the hour the big bell sounded its
twelve deep ootes Clocks were set
back ten minutes. Kven those people
awakeoed from their sleep looked at
their watches and set them right with
the bell

Next day confusion relgned—often
annoying but not serlous. Radlo pro-
grams were tuned In ten minutes after
their beginning.

Two solemn youths, unnaturally
gruve, were exhibiting thelr watches to
this and that unconvineed citizen. “But
you're wrong, both of you,” declared
every one. “We were all wrong We
know It becuuse we set our clocks by
the midnight bell"”

The buys ralsed surprised eyebrows.
“But we,” they wid, “have correct
‘rallroad’ time. Nobody In lLanders Is

right but us!"
It eame out at last It bad tw, of
course. Uld Foxton sputtered to his

wife. His wife told a oeighbor. The
news ran like wildfire. Though inclined
to be scandalized at first, the whole
town inughed. It came to be consid
ered a capital Joke . . If never re-
peated.

Twenty minutes sefore midnight the
janitor In his >ubby-hole found himself
bound, and Dot 100
roughly gugped. His
watch was removed
from his pockel and
held before his eyes
The minutes ticked
themselves awny
untll twelve. The
old man writhed in
his bonds. Not a
sound from the
steeple.

Five minutes past

. . tep mioutes
past the hour. Then
the slow clanging of

: twelve strokes
Fostus pever discovered who kept
him in his chalr er who rang the bell.
Bandit-wise s handkerchief swathed
all but the eyes of his jailer. When the
last stroke sounded, the stranger un
tied Foxton’s arma  He swiftly left,
locked the door, anA threw the key
through the transom. By the time the
old man had freed himself there wasn't
80 much as a nound In the entire bulld-
ing. >

“It's a guod idea, just the smne
remarked one solemn youth to another,
be right Dl of




