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BRISBANE
THIS WEEK

Descend Among Bicycles
Many Strikes and Worries
Two Flags That Clash

Two National Hymns

This column, like others to fol-
low, written in Europe, traveling
about by auto-
mobile, will rep-
resent an effort
to see things
clearly, and de-
scribe them sim-
ply, according to
the cld formula.

You descend
from the ship at
Havre into a
world on wheels,
bicycle wheels, a
change from the
world on automo-
bile wheels left
on the other side
of the Atlantic.
Here working men and women,

Arthur lirishane

thousands of them, ride to and
from work, ten to thirty abreast,
depending on the width of the
street.

They have the right of way, prop-
erly. in a democracy.

So it used ta be in America,
when automobiles were new, small
boys shouted “Get a horse,” and
New York state law compelled the
automobile driver to stop his car
and engine, while a farm wagon
passed, if the farmer raised his
hand, or even lead the farm team
past his machine if the farmer re-
quested it Here the car stops,
while bicycles circulate around it
on both sides. Similarly, you stop,
later, meeting flocks of sheep, on
roands across the salt marshes of
the Vendee.

France is a land of bicycles, of
many polivical parties, and, at the

=oment, a land of strikes. Like all |

other European countries, it is a
dand of permanent war scares.
America looks upon war as a dis-
tant, improbable possibility, and
when it comes spends billions on
airships that do not fly, ships that
never go tc sea, and similar evi-
dences of patriotic dollar-a-year ef-
ficiency. Euruvpe's nations live in
a state of fear, as an American
family might live if it knew that,
at any moment, well-equipped
gangsters from next dcor might en-
ter, “'shoot up"” the household and
set fire to the house.

American travelers leaving the
boat by railroad, descending in
Paris at the Saint Lazare station,
were surprised to find crowds fight-
ing each other, not waiting for
Germany, crowds made up entirely
of Frenchmen of different political
opinions.

Some wore ribbons with the red,
white and blue colors of the French
flag; others, more numerous, wore
the plain color red. One side sang
the ‘‘Marseillaise,” nationa! hymn
of France since the revolelion.

Others wearing small red flags
sang the “Internationale,” official
song of the Communists the world
over, from Moscow to Harlem.
Crowds grew bigger, the French-
men sang the two hymns at each
other, more and more violently,
with excellent voices, not one out
of tune. all knowing the words of
their respective hymns. The “Mar-
seillaise” says, “Let us go, chil-
dren of- the fatherland, the day of
glory has arrived”; the other says,
‘“Arise ye prisoners of starvation;
arise, ye wretched of the earth.”

It was a scene never to be de-
scribed, now that Dooley is dead,
and Artemus Ward. Nobody both-
ered the descending foreigners
from across the water. A few
Frenchmen hit other Frenchmen,
not hard, then agents oi the
Surete, whom we should call po-
licemen, gradually dispersed the
crowds, that met and sang at each
other again the next day. They
live in the suburbs and work in
Paris, or vice versa, and, meeting
in the railroad station, it enrages
them to encounter those that sing
the wrong hymn and wear the
wrong colors.

The duty of a visiting foreigner
is to observe, describe and not

comment; but this writer, had hal

accepted the invitation to speak at
the American club in Paris recent-
ly, would have suggested that the
French, whose only earthly pos-
session is France, should be care-
ful not to tear that property apart,
‘especially with Germany ready to
gather up the pieces.

This crosses the water by mail,
is not new, and not news, when you
See it. Only neaven knows what
might happen in a week.

© Eing Features Syndicate, (oe,
WNU Borvice.
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how often the phrase
oCcours 1n df,'f'.l"-'lh-'li’:l‘..\‘ of

social events! Wherever

florists ply their trade and have a

hand in beautifying public occa-

sions, palms play an important part.

| Without them hotel lobbies, steam
ship salons, dance halls, and
churches would lack their refresh-
ing greenness.

Often referred to as just “Aorists’
| palms," they are taken for granted, |
like many of our common blessings. ‘

|
|

In reality, they belong to a small
group usually called Kentia palms.

| found only in remote islands of the

Coral sea, and their present wide- |
spread use throughout the civilized |
world is one of the romantic tales
of horticulture. A little more than
half a century ago they became an
important ariicle of commerce, and
few people even today realize from
what a tiny bit of the earth's sur-
face that particular commerce orig-
inates.

In 1788 Lieut. Henry Lidgbird
Ball, en route from Sydney, New
South Wales, to Norfolk island, dis-
covered a remarkable pyramid of
volecanic rock rising straight out
of the Tasman sea to a height of
1,816 feet. He descried land to
the northwest, which further investi-
gation revealed as an island of un-
usual conformation and striking
beauty.

In honor of Richard Howe, the
British admiral who played an im-
portant part in the war with the
American colonies, Ball called his
contribution to the British Empire
Lord Howe island. His own name
was given later to the massive rock
which' first attracted his attention,
and Balls Pyramid is his enduring
monument.

Lord Howe island lies 380 miles
east of Australia and 480 northeast
of Sydney. It has the form of a
boomerang, with its length extend-
ing nearly north and south, the con-
cave side facing Australia and the
precipitous eastern coast arched
against the surging Pacific. In an
air line the northernmost part of
the island is only seven miles from
its southern tip and the greatest
breadth is but a mile and a half.

Formation of the Island.

The northern half is hilly, but the
[ highest point is only 700 feet above
the sea. The southern half is moun-
tainous, rtugged. and wild. Two
peaks occupy most of this area, the
southerninost, Mount Gower, rising
directly from the sea to 2,840 feet,
while its fellow, Mount Lidgbird, is
but 300 feet lower. The mountains
| are thickly wooded. so far as their
| precipitous sides permit, and are
| separated from each other by a
| lush valley into which man rarely
| penetrates. Between the northern
| hills and Mount Lidgbird is rolling
country with fertile soil and a plen-
tiful water supply.
| When Ball first landed on the
| istand there were no signs of the
! genus Homo; he and his men were
| probably the first human beings
| who ever set eyes on its beauties.
! The richness of the vegetation, the
! abundance of birds, and the numer-
\ous rivulets of clear, cold water
indicated plainly, however, that here
was a little paradise awaiting set-
tlers. Nevertheless, for many years
the island lay neglected.

About 1833 or 1834 a small com-
[pamf from New Zealand, including

,Lord Howe Island

to

ord Howe Island.

Lord Howe, but in two years they
were so discontented that they were

taken back to their old homes in

New Zealand, and Nature once more |

was left in untroubled possession.

But not for long! American whal-
ing vessels, scouring the southern
seas, found that Lord Howe island
was an excellent place to replenish
their water supply. There were no
government oflicials to deal with,

| no distractions to tempt desertion,

and no natives with whom the sail-
ors could get into trouble. By 1840
reports of these numerous visiting
whalers reached Sydney., and twn
families established themselves on
Lord Howe to grow fruit and vege-
tables for the crews. So well did
the settlers prosper that others fol-

| lowed, and by 1850 a small com-

munity
island.
Excellent Climate and Soil.

The climate is delightful, with
much bright sunshine, yet a plenti-
ful supply of rain; abundant breezes,
but no cyclones; never a trace of
frost, but very little excessive heat.
The soil is fertile, and nearly every-
thing which grows in warm, tem-
perate or subtropical countries can
be grown on Lord Howe. The island
has such a tropical appearance and
there are so many palms that the
entire absence of coconuts is strik-
ing. The explanation is that the
mean annual temperature is not
high enough for that heat-loving
palm.

With the discovery of petroleum
the decline of the whaling fleet be
gan and hard times came to Lord
Howe. Without the whalers, there
was no market for the produce, both
Australia and New Zealand being
too far away.

But necessity often leads to dis-
coveries which prove epoch-making,
and so it proved in this case.

There is no record of who first
noticed the unusual hardiness of the
palms growing so abundantly or
who was first to offer them for sale.
But a demand for the pzlms from
Lord Howe gradually developed.
and long before the Twentieth cen-
fury dawned they were in use all
over the world wherever there were
florists.

Four Kinds of Residents.

was well rooted on the

Governmental machinery 1s sim- |

ple. Local affairs are handled by
a local committee of three, chosen
by the islanders themselves. The
marketing of the palm seeds and
relations with the Australian gov-
ernment are handled by the Lord
Howe Island board of control, com-
posed oi three New South Wales
officials in Sydney, the island being
politically a dependency of that
state.

The residents on the island are
divided by two lines of cleavage
into four natural groups; one line
separates those born on Lord Howe,
and hence known as ‘“‘islanders,"
from those born elsewhere, and so
known as ‘‘non-islanders. This
cleavage is not the basis of a social
distinction; if the islanders look
down on the non-islanders they con-
ceal their feelings perfectly.

The second line of cleavage sep-
arates ‘‘participants” from “‘non-
participants,”” an economiec division
of the island’s income from the sale
of the palm seeds. To be a partici-
pant one must be an islander, or
else married to an islander, and a
resident for ten years or more.

The degree of participation de-
pends on age and sex.
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thy evident decadence of old
toned wirtues. Our are too
materialistic, encouraging young

! peaple to strive for worldly success
rather than high and noble T
acter

| Ina time when expediency is the
ruling principle, it is well for Chris-
l tians to emphasize the fact that fol-

11 the

times

| Towing Christ has throuch a
vears called for that loyalty to
victions which has caused some

bear his name to be willing to die FHE HIGH COST

| for him, wrea, even to live and to =

suffer for hirn, o F 24
may be harder Lo « tt fﬁ'_‘

the former. True followers of our B

Lord are willing 2]

I. To Diz for the Faith (7:54-8-1) e

| Stephen, one of the first seven 1 X} T I

chosen as deacons of the church, ““a (e I T - AW

man full of [aith and of the Holy i M

Spirit"* (6:3), having been called | Foy

| before the Sanhedrin to answer I \

| false charges - faithiully & ‘
stands for the truth. His indictment ] | ‘

of Israel cuts to the heart. In anper 1 s L

]I his hearers stone him to death. He

| becomes the first martyr of the| First Nemghbor—Didja ever stop U
:Churcl\. that holy succession which ' ligger out what it cost t' raise a cat

or dog, Bill

Second Neighbor--No: but there's
a nzighbor’s cat
cost me “bout

has representatives in the young
manhood and womanhood of today,
ready, like John and Betty Stam,
| to die rather than to deny Christ.

round here what's
# bushel of brick-a-

Note that in this hour Stephen |brac, two alarm elocks and 2 shoe
was given a vision of his risen and jes in th' past 1nonth
ascended Lord {v. 55}, standing at . -
the right hand of God to welcome All Right With Him
his faithful servant. He prayed for The irate passenger who had

those who took his life (v. 60). How

3 h 2 o1 Soend S stumbled over another passenger’s
lglnrmuh?y that prayer was an- olub bag which stuck out into the
swered "_1 "‘_f s;lbs'vquv.r".l.‘ I_'If:" l‘f_ the taisle, opened the coach window and
young man Saul, “!,‘_0 was-“consent- | nune the offending picce of bag-
ing unto his death. igage on to the right-ofsway. Then

Not to all who follow Christ comes
the need to face death for him, but
all should be determined

| he snorted

“That's the place for things like

IL To Live for the Faith (3:2.4). that”” he declared

The early Church found that liv-| “"All right  with me  Mister,”
ing for Christ entailed bitter perse. Erinned the passenger who was ad-
cution, Not even the sanctity of |dressed.  “That wasni bag.
their homes was inviolate. Their = =

persons and property felt the hard A Few Ideas

hand of havoc-making Saul, yet we He—See that man over there?
find no intimation of complaint. |He's & bombastic mut., a wind-
Soon they were driven from home | jammer nonentity, a false alarm,
and scattered abroad, but the re-|a hot air shrimp. a—

sult was the establishing of gospel! Woman—Would you mind writ
centers wherever they went. Liv- ing that down for me®

ing for Christ calls for daily witness, | He—Why?

for more than steadily bearing the | Woman—He s my husband, and

responsibility of life. Not to preach- || want to use it on 1im sometime
ers and Bible teachers alone is this | T

sacred duty given, to be discharged Quile!

only in a church service or Bible “Why has your husband been
school. No, "they that were scat- | symmoned?"

tered abroad”—all of them went| “I'm not quite sur= but | think

“everywhere.” They were not mere-
ly reforming or devoting their lives
to social service, good as these
might have been, but ‘‘preaching
the worc' (v. 4).

Are we who are now ‘‘scattered
abroad' going “‘everywhere,” and |
are we “‘preaching the word"?

IIl. To Suffer for the Faith (I Pet.
4:12-19).

1. We are not to be surprised by |
suffering (v. 12), not even by fiery |
trials, for blessings will follow. The !
Lord proves his children. even as|
| the refiner tests gold to cleanse it, |
to prove its worth, and not to de-|
| stroy it. God's testings are to prove
| us worthy.
| 2. We are so to live as not to suf-
| fer for our misdeeds (vv. 15, 16).
| Many are they who would have the |
| world believe they suffer for Christ's
sake when they are but meeting the
just recompense {&r their evil deeds.

a policeman held up hiz hand and
Jack put his fool on the exaspera-
tor!"-=Tit-Bits Magazine.

| Hurrumph!
“My education rcost

pounds '’

| *¥Yes, one doesn't get much for

|mor.ey nowadays " Auscralian

Woman's Mirror.

me  1.000

TRY POISON BAIT

“How' your arden ettin
It is a shame to suffer as an evil- alnngt‘;“,{s & ga B B
doer, but an honor and privilege to “It's troubled by two Kkinds of
suffer for Jesus' sake. pests.”"

3. Believers are to make their
sufferings a testimony (vv. 17-19).
If we as Christians must needs be
purged in order to be fitted for
God’s service and the glory that
is to come, what will be the end
of those who “k..ow not God and
obey not the gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ” (Il Thess. 1:7, 8)7
Peter refrains from even mention-
ing what their ultimate end will be,
but the writer to the Thessalonians
goes on to say that they shall be
“punished with everlasting destruc-

“What are they?"

*“The pests that eat the plants and
the pests that want to know how
my garden is getiting along.”

Silly ot Him

Edith—Say, mamma, | want to
ask you a question,

Mamma—What is it now, Edith?

Edith—When the first man start-
ed to write the word “psalm’ with
& “p,” why didn't he scratch it
out and start over again?—Ex-

tion from the presence of the Lord S
and from the glory of his power." Where Sleep
Solemn words are these. Have we,| «Give me a 'I:.ﬁ,tmce with the

and those to whom we minister i "o
£ 2 *|word ‘intense’.

heeded their warning? “When people go to camp they

sleep intense’'—Pearson's Weekly




