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ANTLRANSOM LAW IN KIDNAPING DISCUSSED
Most of us will experience a sorrowful gratification
=t the speed with which the death sentence was meted
ut by the Florida court to the kidnaper and murderer of
S-vear-old “Skeegie” Cash. Coming as it did only nine-
n_-:-n dave after the kidnaping was discovered, it seems
ikely :b-:;n a new record has been set in cases of this

charactor,
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move than met their obligntions

to the neighboring state
of Tennesse
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amd Georpin.
aim of Cherokee county citizens, therefore,

to mplove the survounding states to improve

their highways leading to North Caralina's state line: and
m that one movement, it is felt, Cherokee county’s most
pressing problem will have been met.

As for the vond leading to the Hiwassce Dam, ex-

tensive improvements can be expected soon. At least we
|1u]‘w so !
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A NEW “COMMUNITY BUILDING"
It appears at thiz time that Murphy will soon have

its long.awaited community building, gymnasium, publie
building. or eall it what you will.

Many have generously loaned their cooperation to
this project. The county and town of Murphy have
agreed to jointly sponsor the project. Definite plans for
the project have been dawn; and the fedeal
tion at this time seems a certainty.

It is hoped soon to give more complete and detailed
information to this important publie building.

appropria-

Roughly the sketcho f the project includes a large as-
sembly room approvriate for a publie gathering or basket-
ball court; a kitchen; several smaller adjoining rooms that
can be used for a number of purposes, and showers.

INFANT DEATH RATES IN CHEROKEE COUNTY

The ever-interesting University of Nothr Carolna
“News Letter” presents, in its most recent issue, some
figures very flattering to Cherokee county.

According to a table Cherokee county ranks second
of the hundred counties of the state in low rate of child
mortality during the year 1936. Therc were 443 births
recorded in this county during that year. Of this num-

ber 14 died giving the county a death rate of 31.6 per
a death rate of

1,000 births. The lowest county had
29.1, and rates increased for the 100 counties to 123.8.

An interesting note accompanying the table stated:
“Note especially the low death rate in most mountain
countics and high rates in many extreme eastern counties.”

Thus one gathers from this table that the old, moun.
tain country is still a mighty fine place to live,

The literature descibes, for the most part, the many
stiractions to be found in its confines.

Few of us who live in or near the Nantahala Nationai
Forest realize the many wonderful opportunities it offers

for picnicing and camping, firgin timber, fishing and hunt.
g and its gorgeous scenery.

The Joyee Kilmer Memorial Forest. the John B.
Bryne Memorial tower, the Winding Stairs with its high,
mountain waterfalls—these and many more atiractions

swait but a short visit to thrill any lover of nature,

Information and literature may be obtained by writ-
ing to Ranger William Nothstein at Andrews, N. C., or
to the Nantahala National Forest headquarters, Franklin,
N. C.
Let’s tell our friends of the awe-inspiring Nantahala
National Forest,

“TAKE CARE OF TODAY"”
Ovr friend, G. W. Candler, submitted this article
under the above caption which he recently found in an is.
sue of “The Dixietype":

“Once a famous writer wrote,— “Our grand business
undoubtegly is: not to seek for that which lies dimly in the
future, but to do that which lies clearly at hand.”

Now isn’t that good, plain coramon sense. Such ad-
vice is worth listening to, for if the business man of today
could banish his fear of what tomorrow might bring, we'd

all see a different trend of affairs in today's business
world.

“We hear of wars, and rumors of wars. We hear
of ruinous government regulations, and of unheard of

taxation. We hear of labor movements, political hattles,
and business monopolies.

“So we sweat and stew and cramp our wee minds
full of fears for the future. When all in the ‘world we
reed to do is to quit worsying about ltomorrow and do
the task of today.

“Let that which is dimly in the future take care of
itself. Let us be concerned with that which lies clearly
al hand. Thus shall we save ourselves a passel of gray
hairs and replace our worried minds  with

ace and
contentment.” oy A

J. T. Hayes, of Tomotla, |
Second Oldest Postmaste,
In Nation, Records Reveg|

Has Served Actively in This Capacity For More
Than 56 Years; Father Was First Postmaster

The distinetion of being the second
oldest postmaster, from the stand-
point of service, in the United States
Lelongs to Jefferson T. Hayes, of To-
motla, Cherokee county, who has ser.
ved actively in that capacity for
more than 56 yvears.

When the post office was estab-
lished some few years before 1860,
Mr, Huyes' father, George W. Hayes,
Sr., was appointed first postmaster.
The post office was discontinued dur
ing the War between the States how.
cver and George W. Hayos, Jr.. ser-
ved as postmaster from its re.estab-
lishment in 1868 until 1870.

These facts and many interesting
phases of the colorful life of the
Hayes family were divulged recently
when Mr. Haves’ record of serviee
was cilled to the attention of Wythe
M. Peyton, Ashevilie postmaster and

| iresident of the North Caroling As-

socintion of postmasters.

Mr. Peyton inquired of the post
office department at Washington, D.
C. Lo see if Mr. Hayes was the oldest
postmaster frem the standpout of
serviee, but is was learned that
woman in Oxford, Mr., has been sorv.
g since May 9. 1877 and holds the
record.

Lives In Old Home

AMly. Hayes, now 75, lives on the
origrinal Hayes homestead whizh wes
built in 1855, and which haz housed
tho post office ever since. Towotla,
& rural community, is five miles east
of Murphy on the Ashevilie highway.
The postoffice serves between 35 and
40 families.

George W. Hayes, Sr., sottled in
Tomotla in 1855. Several years later
the post office was cstablished
serve a large rural community, and
Mr. Hayes was named postmaster,

In 1861, however, it was necessary
to discontinue the post office during
the War bstween the Siates when
acth of lawlessness were prevalent,

The elder Hayes went to war, He
was captain of the 22nd North Caro-
ling eavalarvy, and formed the second
company. He served from 1861 until
1864, At home on furlough, he saw
the need for added protection  for
women and children. So he bezin a
tedious trek to Raleigh to attend a
session of the general assembly. Stap-
ping over in Franklin, however, he
beenme seriously ill and died,

From 1868 until 1870 George W.
Hayes, Jr., acted as postmastoer. He
EtVe up the position to attend the
University of North Carolina af
Chapel Hill,

Tells OF Experiences

When “Jeff Hayes took over the
post office in 1882, jt was one of the
fow in Western North Carolina, al.
though post offices had been m;tab-
lished in Murphy and at Valleytown
(now Andrews) a distance of 18
miles,

In a recent letter to Mr. P
Mr. Hayes pointed out many

i:}ter&a}iui changes that have taken
Place in his post office and jn t
United State. fe et

i s mail service sinee that

B{nck in thosa days the mail was
carried from Asheville to Franklin
one day, and on to Murphy the next.
'Il_ns two-day service was contrasted
t“:“{., the six hours it requires g letter

e carried be
S tween these two

“Then we had

ing office,”

cyton,
of the

no central account-

Mr. Hayes said.” “At the

quarter  we geit],

with the maj) contractor. If Iedwl::
government anything I paid

msf‘] contractor and took his

was all in one big bag,
o b 2
;::p all.ﬁhe mail to find out what was

“I was allowed 15 mi
minutes {o
the mail ang many  gold nighu!‘::

{ he asserted. “Nobody ever h

the frozen stirrups of his sail
Citizen Was Weekly

“People would come op

horseback for miles to get theiy ,.ml::.
The Asheville Citizen 1w en »
weekly paper and the day th papey
came they would come for les 1o
hear the news. Thin we  had 1, tele,
egraph office, no phone; oy way
of communication was | lutter.
There were no paved road nd ne
Show scrapers, and many va the
mail carrier could not eypss 1}, Nan.
tahala mountains on accoun i the
deep snow  between  Fran: and
Murphy.

Mr. Hayes said he serves - nany
people now as he did back in hi- first
days due to a more thickly ttled
population.

The aged postmastey said he doee
not vecall any of the mail riers
ever having boen held up o ved
or meeting with any serioys t

during the lonely and dangera
over the monntain wilds, W
was not one hundredth of .
in those days that there i

At '.IIII
of kidnaping or such things.

He re.
calls that one of the moe: perulay
and lnnm-ﬁt‘srl'\'in_\' mail idy wis
| Will Enloe.

Although Mr. Hayes dutic i
him from taking any activ Tt in
any political campaigin or holi £ iny
other public office, his Judgment of
community affairs js highly respocted
throughout this seetion. Many visis

tors come to sce him at his 1, o
which is on a hill about 100 yards off
the highway and overlooks the biad
Valley River valley.
Meaning Is Unknown

The name, Tomotla, is an Iudian
word, Mr. Hayes explained, but iis
meaning is unknown, Local residenis
however, never think  of the name
without connecting  the name of
“Jeff” Hayes with it, for he
of the best-known men in (b
county.

Mr. Hayes' father, who conn 1o
Cherokee county as an orphan n 1542
from Geovgia to live with rolitive,
served in tha slate legislature | 16
years. The late A. H. Hu “
brother served eight years in the 1o gis

lature from Swain county.

The clder Hayes introduced the bill
in the general assembly that 1y hit
the first public highways inte his
section of the state.

In those days. Mr. Hayes said. the
landl was so high that it was ! _
impossible to buy property to huild
roads. So under Mr. Hay:s' plii, he
state purchased all the property, and
would give so much land to poisons
who would build a public  highway
through it. That was back in the
times of slavery and slaves wese ol
to a grest extent on reod work.

Mr. Hayes the youngest of nine
children has two sisters livitg
Cherokee county.

Vieist

After divorcing her husband. wio
was out of work, Mrs. Mary Riai-jn:l
of Kansas City sent him $25 with hu
“best wishes.”

Don’t hlale the G:rl

Less than 10 per cont of the
fatal and non-fatal crashes on cfl.‘:r
highways last year were cat;m&
by mechanical failure, accordinz
to The Travelers Insurance Com
pany’s analysis of the 1937 auta-
mobile accident experience.

In more than 90 per cent of =
accidents. the vehicle was fc-.::‘
10 have Leen in apparentlV o
condition. The trouble 7%
human failure. s

In the vast majority of cascs
is the driver or the pedestr: an
not the car that causes accid=r




