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' as strong as it
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learned the lessons Dr, Foreman
£ which only the American Revolu-
| tion gave it. But that is anothet
story.) The Bible tells the story
of a revolution which had the full
approval of - prophet of God. In
fact. one of the prophets gave the
chief revolutionists the idea.

- 8

Preacher Meets Rebel

Prophets in ancient times were
something like preachers of these
times, with two Important differ-
ences. Prophet and preacher both
speak for God to men. But the
modern preacher has a church:
the prophets had no established
church, no chapel. They could not
so much as rent a school-room or
a theatre as preachers sometimes
have to do. The prophets had to
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the modern preacher likes to have
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a large church full of people to .
preach to, the prophet of olden
times did not always (perhaps not
usually) try for large crowds. but
‘rather picked their listeners very
carefully. They would be content
with n‘!ndlen& of one, provided
the one man was the right man.
i So the prophet Ahijab met a young
"man named Jeroboam alone one
aay, and gave him the idea that
changed the lives of a whole na-
tion. Tearing his long cloak into
&8 dozen strips (“Is the man
crazy?" Jeroboam must have
thought, for the cloak was brand
new), he invited the younger man
to take ten of the pieces. The ten
strips were ten “‘tribes” of Israel,
and putting them into Jeroboam’s
hand meant that he was to be the
leader of the revolution and seces-
sion which would tear those tribes
away from the then united nation.
The preacher, in short, was invit-
ing and inciting rebellion and revo-
lution.
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When Is Revolution Necessary?
It Is not the first time tha f

preachers have been on the sids

of the revolutionist. In the Ameri

can revolution some churches

among them the Presbyterian, =«
were so active in promoting that
revolution that when British sol-

diers searched the houses of citi-

zens suspected of revolutionary
tendencies, if they found in the

house a copy of the Presbyterian

. hymn book or catechism the
evidence was considered sufficient

to make arrests on the spot. This

ralses a serious question. Why Is

it that churches and preachers,
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