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fellowship with the Most
High. The chief pleasures of
life are felt when we touch the
heart of the Father and the
hand of a meighbor. The
Christian life-style brings us
to both.
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viour's richest teachings
come to us by way of this
: verbs
bless
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Lake 6:27-31 We hear Jesus
saying that love, doing mood
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opinion of us when we are
‘harsh in our opinion of others.
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‘county in this general area.
Yet, even though a relatively
Jlarge number of samples are
taken here, the optimum
‘number of samples taken
should be at least five to ten’

times the number that is’

county-wide. Thus, as a con-
tinuing process, the Exten-
sion Service promotes the
practice of soil testing by any
means that we can assemble.
Over the years, it has been
learly demonstrated through
{Extension demonstrations
1und general observations that
the singular most limiting
factor to crop yields is low pH
levels. Therefore, even those
farmers who take samples
religiously also have to make
some adjustments in their
fertility and liming programs
1) keep all fertility factors at
an optimal level, Naturally, as
a continuing process, we
certainly encourage anyone
who has a home garden, lawn,
or farm to be sure and test the
soil so that a correct response
maybe made when applying
nutrients or liming materials.
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soil to become acidic. These
hydrogen or aluminum ions
are chemicals that are attach-
ed to the soil paticles by
small electrical charges. The
soil and organic matter parti-
cles carry a negative charge
that hold or absorb such
positive elements as hydro-
sen, calcium, magnesium,
yotassium, sodium and alum-
inum. Soils vary in their
ability to hold these positive
elements. The total amount of
:lements that can be held by
the soil and organic matter
particles is known as the soil's
cation exchange capacity.
This information is provided
wery clearly on each soil
sample report.

Perhaps one of the most
familiar terms in soil testing
that is probably the least
understood by the layman is
the term ‘‘pH."" This term
refers to the degree of acidity
of aparticlar soil. The pH of
soil indicates the concentra-
tion of hydrogen ions held on
the clay and organic matter
particles. A pH of 7.0 is
meutral, while less than 7.0 is
considered acid, and levels
about 7.0 is_alkaline,

IN THE ARMED
FORCES

SGT. SCOTT E. BLANKS

Sgt. Scott E. Blanks of

Dispositions

Force Hospltal, Langley,
Langley Air Force base, Va.
from 8 October 1977 to June
1981. Duing this period Sgt.
Bianks was Instrumental In

pital. The distinctive accom-
plishments of Sgt. Blanks

|

ol. He joined the United
States Alr Force In 1977. He Is
the som of Mrs, Sadie Rae
Blanks of Route 1, Pembroke.
He and his wife,

Captain Cathy Stapleton
Blanks, reside in Virginia.

Calling all American Indian
artists in North Carolinal
An art contest will be a
feature of the Seventh Annual
N.C. Indian Unity Conference

RONNIE CLARK

Marine Cpl. Ronnie
Clark, son of John W. and
Ama L. Clark of Route 1,
Shannon, NC has been pro-
moted to his present rank
while serving with 1st Battali-
on, 8th Marines, Camp Le-
jeune, NC.

ISSACF. PARKER
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The

Marine Sgt. Issac F.-

Parker, son of Joyce Wolden
of Lumberton, has reported
for duty with Headquarters
and Headquarters Squadron,
Marine Corps Air Station, El
Toro, Calif.

District
VWF

The 8th District of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars of
North Carolina will hold a
meeting Sunday, January 31,
at VFW  Post

ways to undestand pH, and
considering that most pH
levels in this area range
vetween 4 and 7, is that a soil
with a pH of 5.0 is 10 times
more acid than one with a pH
of 6.0. Then, it should also be
understood that the same 5.0
level is 100 times more acid
than a soil with a pH of 7.0,
Thus, as one can readily
realize, as the pH level
becomes lower, the acidity of
the soil increases very dra-
matically.  Generally, most
crops perform best in slightly
acid soils at a pH level of 5.9
to 6.5. Also, as the pH level
declines or as the acidity level
shows a corresponding in-
crease, then the productivity
level of the soil begins to
decline quite significantly.
While it is not possible -t

delve into all the factors
relating to fertility and soil
acidity, we do encourage

‘anyone who may have a need,

to secure the needed soil
testing supplies from the
Extension Service and to take
those soil samples as quickly
as possible. Also, readers are
encouraed to review next
week's column as we share
information with you as to the
causes of acid soil conditions
and how soil acidity is cor-
rected.

CPR
Course

The p#blic is cordially
invited tp attend a very
ithportant life-saving CPR
course on Thursday, February
11 and 18 from 7 until 10 p.m.
at the Pembroke Jaycee Club
House.

The Pembroke Jaycettes
are co-sponsoring the class
with Robeson Technical Coll-
ege and the instructional fee
is $8.00 for the two-part
course.

Everyone is strongly en-
couraged to take advantage of
this opportunity so that one
day you might be prepared to
save a life.

...A New
. Arrival

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Deese:
of the Prospect area announce
the newest addition to their
family, their first daughter,
Carmen Paige. Carmen arriv-
ed on Tuesday, January 19,
1982 weighing 8 Ibs. 4 oz.

She is the granddaughter of
Mrs. Rose E. Bullard and the
late Mr. Harvey Bullard of the
Prospect area. Paternal
parents are the late Mr. and
Mrs. Raymond Deese of
Pembroke. Paternal great
grandmother is Mrs. Crossie
Lowry of Pembroke.

Mr. and Mrs. Deese also
have three sons: John, Mark
and Jason.

"Vli;lonh:s the art o
seeing things invisible.”
J:ndu-m.
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