pleasing antics of Carnell
Locklear and Robert Bryant.
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RHODA AND

“HENRY BEAR”
Henry Bémry Lowrie and
Melton Lowery, who plays his
famous great, great, great

da” is quite effective as the

strong man.

THE LEADER AND
THE BOY

Derek Lowery is the Leader
and prococious Mark Oxen-
dine is the Boy. They are the
transition between the spoken
and the unspoken. They take
the audience, hand in hand,
through the plot, the story
line. Derek Lowery is a visual
delight, in his Indian regalia,
and he speaks with pride of
“‘our héro, Helity Berty Low-
rie.”” He is poetry in motion.
One line in particular ‘seems
to set the stage, makes the
drama unfolding before us,
understandable. ‘‘There are
.. the people,” he says, with a
' sweep of his hand, “‘but

"  where is the reason.” That
*  line makes sense out of the

*  paranoia of the Civil War era
& in which the drama is set.

THE LOWRIE FAMILY

-: As noted, 1 play ‘“‘Henry
" Bear's” father. I attempt to
do it as haughtily as possible.
I see Allen Lowrie as a proud
.~ man about to be destroyed by

% the madness about him.

Magdaline Lowry is bril-
liant as ‘“Momma Cumbo,”’
and Dora Chavis will be a
tough act to_follow as “Aunt
Mll'!-"

Tony Clark, Corbin Eddings
and Frankie Hunt are all great
as Young Allep, Wesley and
William Lowrie respectively.

THE LOWRIE GANG is
lovable and poignant, every
one of them. Besides ‘‘Boss
Strong’' and ‘‘Shoemaker
John"" already mentioned,
Bill Ray shines brightly as
““Steve Lowrie.”” Ray has
grown tremendously this
year. Other members of the
gang are Keany Hunt, Frank
Carter, Joe McMillian, and
Michael Deeseand Stephen
Lowery. Accolades to all!

AND THE REST OF THEM
Frank Creasy, in my esti-
mation, is the best Sheriff

|

| “‘Strike at the Wind!"’, the
| populdr outdoor musical dra-
: , completes its seventh
| season Saturday night, and it
has to be one of the most
exciting and fulfilling seasons
et

yet.

1 play a small part (I have
seven lines and then 1 am
drug off stage and shot
summarily) in the drama, but
| tremen-

e ,is created this season by
head strong bride of a head ’

“WHAT IN FACT DID HAPPEN
meisch® 1O HENRY BERRY LOWRIE?”

. o Henry Bermy

. : -1
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darling as
.of the Kings, and 1
like Steve Swint’s charac-

%
i

one of the home guard ex-
claims,” Jacobs lnughs_ evily.
Colonel J. Brantley Harris

Rocky Brisson. Rocky loves to
swagger and create havoc
wherever he goes. It's a
compliment to Rocky that the
audience usually applauds
when he bites the dirt.
And Danny Wilson

is “Rod McMillian"'--a weak
kneed fellow that audiences
love to hate.

One of my favorite charac-
terizations is ‘'Lina McNair"'
as created by Lee Wiggins,
one of a number of cast
members who have been with
the show sincé it§ béginning. '
- She’s a consumm actress
and “*Strike at the Wind!"’ is
‘fortunate to have her.

“Reverend Sinclair,”” who
smacks of condescension, is
played with vim and vigor by
David Payne. If 1 gave an
acting award on technical
ability Payne might be the
recepient. s

And Richard Rundus, Ran-
dy Pait, Steve Fletcher, Ste-
phen McGirt, Neil Weber and
all the rest of them make ws a
motley home¢ guard. And
Edith Ward and Stephen
Lowry, Charlie Locklear, Jr.,
Andrew Hunt, and the rest of
the marvelous cast make
“Strike at the Wind!’' better
for their presence.

Scuffletown citizens are

Martha Chavis, Teresa Car-
ter, Twyla Jacobs, twins:
Amelia and Amira Locklear,
Edwina Chambers, Norma
Lowery, Carolyn Oxendine,
Vinita Oxendine, Karen Re-
vels, Christopher Locklear,
and Cochise Clark. They give
“Strike at the Windl'" its
essence, its beauty and its
life.
* I'm sure | left someone out,
but mot by design. Every
single person in “*Strike at the
Wind!”" was crucial to its
successful season, and
‘‘Strike at the Wind!"* would
not be as good without any’
single person mentioned, or
not mentioned.

The cast became friends.
That makes it all worthwhile.
Long Live "“'Strike at the
le.l
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in 1939, a fourth year of college work was added, and in June, 1940, the first fo

School of Robeson County, 1941; Cherokee Indian
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's famous “Lost Colony” of 1587; others believe them 1o be descendanis of the Easler

| fo be descendants both of John White's
. on having occurred over a long period of fime. -
> “Lost Colony” theory is the one most accepled by most Lumbee people, it demands
orough examination. John White, an adventurer - artist, was chosed fo head Waller
second colony fo the New World in 1587. The colony arrived off Halteras, July 22, 1587,
fo Roanoke Isiand. In August of that year, finding that their $ wWere

for the coming winter, the seftiers prevailed upon White fo retum fo En for

snal seffiers and supplies, leaving his colony behind. Before While's depariure, he
discussed with the colony the possibility of moving inland. White reached England in November,
1587, when his country was threatened by Spain. Other problems arose and it was nof until

3
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Lefler, says: He (White) found the place overgrown with grass and weeds, and about the
only fraces of the seftlers were a few pieces of broken armor and the word CROATOAN carved on
a free and the lettérs CRO on another tree, but with no cross, a sign fo be used fo indicale that the
soﬂlorsmiefe in distress. The.color:y thus passed out of history, but not from the field of historical

on.” '

North Carolina and Virginia historians of the seventeenth and early eighleenth ceniuries
believed that a remnant of the colony survived. For example, in 1709 John Lawson, Norih
Carolina’s first historian, wrote of the “Lost Colony”: “A farther confirmation of this we have from
the Hatlteras (Croatoan) Indians who lived on Roanoke Island, or much frequented it. These fell us
that several of their ancestors were white people and could talk in a book as we do; the truth of
which Is confirmed by gray eyes being frequently amongst these Indians and no others. They
value themselves for their affinity to the English and are ready fo do them all friendly offices. it is
probable that the treachery of the natives, for we may reasonably suppose that the English were
forced to cohabit with them for relief and conservation; and that in process of time they
conformed themselves to the manners of their Indian relations . . .

Cliffton Oxendine, professor emeritus of history at Pembroke State Universily, siales: “in 1730
Scofchmen began to arrive in what is now Robeson County. The universal fradition among the
descentants of these first White seftlers is that their ancestors found an Indian seftiement on the
Lumber (Lumbee) River. They were living in houses, speaking English, tilling the soil in a rude
manner, and practicing in rather imperfect ways some of the arls practiced by the civilized
people of Europe.” While the seventeenth century provides little historical knowiedge about the
Lumbee people, the eighteenth sheds more light. =

The Lumbees were never a nomadic group; once they seilled onthebanksolthelumbes '}
they held their lands in common by right of possession and this continued until the coming of
white man to Robeson County around 1730. ;

A number of the Indians of Robeson County served in the Continenfal Army during the
Revolutionary War and received pensions for their services. They also fought in the War of 1842.
But the Civil War came it was different; the North Carolina Constitution, amended in 18385,
spelled: doom to the Lumbee people. The period after 1830 saw North Carolina become
increasingly a closed society, and under its revised constitution all people not of while blood
were disfranchised and denied the privilege o vole or carry weapons.

During the Civil War, Indians from Robeson County were conscripied for labor camps at Fort
Fisher and other places on the North Carolina coast. They were mostly engaged in bullding
batteries and making salt. There were Indians in Robeson County who refused 1o serve in labor
camps but were willing o serve in the Con fe Amy if given an opportunily. Unfortunately,
their refusal caused the Home Guard, fo waich the Indians with suspicion. Allen Lowrie soon
found himself accused of having stolen goods on his farms. Also he was accused of housing
Union soldiers who had escaped from a Confederate prison camp near Florence, South
Carolina. Enmity between the whites and the Indians of Robeson County grew as the war ye

passed, and the Confederacy came closer fo defeat. The fension beiween the races fit

exploded into violence following the execution of Allen Lowrie and his son Williom by the Home
Guard. This was the beginning of the Lowrie War. (For more information on the Lowrie War, 1864-
1874, refer fo the-Henry Berry Lowrie Story.) %,

The period from 1875-1885 can be called a decade of despair. In 1885 under the able leader-
ship of Hamilton McMillian, the North Carolina Legisiature passed a bill that gave the indians of

Robesan County separate schools and designated them as Croatan Indians. Two years iafer,

Croaian Normal opened her doors under the leadership of Rev. W. L. Moore.

collegd classes were Initiated, and by 1938 three full years of college work
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