They each lost 10 pounds and practiced 10
to 12 hours a day, but given the opportunity
they would do it again.

Derrick Chavis and Jerry Bouthillet, both
of Newport News, spent from June 16 to
Aug. 23 drumming their way through Bel-
gium, Holland, England, France and eight
states in the United States before winding
up in Canada to compete with 70 other drum
and bugle corps also on summer tour.

Derrick. a junior at Menchville High
School and a drummer in the marching
band. jazz ensemble, orchestra, symphonic
band and show choir, first picked up the
drumsticks when ,a seventh grader.

Jerry, a 1982 Denbigh High School gradu-
ate, started drums as a ninth grader. and,
just as Derrick, was a member of most of the
school’'s bands.

Both boys took private drum lessons from
Keith Conley, who brought a recurd of a
drum and bugle corps to class one day.
“Gotta do that,"” was Derrick’s reaction.

Jerry followed suit and so the teacher
found a corps, the “Boston Crusaders,” for
the boys to join.

They joined in January, met weekly in
Noﬁolk for practice and once each month
.spent a weekend in Boston practicing with
the -main corps.

In addition to the practices, Derrick and
Jerry helped with fund-raising projects for
financing the summer tour. Beach towels,
magazines' and candy sales kept the basic
cost of the trip to only $415 per member.

Practice days during the tour found the

116-member group spending up to 12 hours
going through the precision formations.

“I learned & lot about the world that I
have never been exposed to.” Derrick said.
“It was like they said it was on TV, and it
showed me how things really are. 1 also
learned you gotta get up and do things for
yourself if you want to get them done.”

“1 learned a lot of self respect and self
discipline,” Jerry said. “When 1 got back, I

was ehanged.”

Both agree that their musicianship is bet-
ter. “They (the corps leaders) demanded
perfection and precision” Jerry said. “You
must do everything the right way.”

Penalty for not doing it right meant 10
pushups. For four days straight, each of the
boys did 400.

All, however, was nol work. There were
free days for touring — one in Paris, an-
other in Amsterdam and two in London.

Jerry and Derrick will continue with the
weekly practices in Norfolk and monthly
trips to Massachusetts.

They want to tour with the group again
next summer. and they'd like to interest
other young musicians in joining. The corps
is open to boys and giris ages 12 o 21.

“I've told the whole story at least 10 dozen
times,” Derrick said. "I think I can remem-
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