Elected

Panel will be presented to attendees
of the 18th Annual Unity Confer-
ence March 18th - 20th, at the Holi-
day Inn in Fayetteville, North Caro-
lina. Heads of State who have com-
mitted to address the conference are
Secretary of State, Rufus Edminstein,
Superintendent of Public Instruction,
Bob Etheridge and Harry Payne, Sec-
retary of Labor.

The Council of State panel will be
presented to Unity Conference at-
tendees Saturday moming beginai
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at 9:00 am. Also during this mom-
ing session the annual United Tribes
Scholarship winners will be an-
nounced and door prize drawings
will be held at the end of the pro-

gram.

Council of State heads are expected
to address the Conference about the
administration of their agencies and
how their policies and state laws will
affect North Carolina Native Ameri-
cans under Governor James Hunt's
administration.

The Conference is open to the pub-
lic and registration is $75.00 which
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Annual Indian Unity conference

includes tickets 1o the Friday night

banquet and the Saturday moring

FederalAcknowledgement:
What It Really Means

The answer to the first true or false question offered last week for

are as "real” as agy ather
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Indian in Americs, we have just been treated

differently by the United States Goverament. But Dr. Woods explains in

The very first lesson that one learns  ganization Act was enacted to con-

about American Indians is a bedutiful
picture of Columbus arriving on the
shores of America being welcomed
by a tall Indian chief stoic with fea-
tures, loincloth, moccasinsand a blan-
ket around his shoulders. The second
lesson pictures the European immi-
grants of Plymouth colony with
American Indians celebrating a
Thanksgiving feast with the "friendly”
Indians. These two lessons comprise

immigrant ways-unable to read and
to write. Remember the story about
the purchase of Manthattan Island
from Indians in exchange for shiny
beads, bangles and $24. To add insult
toinjury, American Indians were char-
acterized as all wearing feathers,
headbands, beads, moccasins, flow-
ing long black hair, "high cheek-
bones,” brown-skinned, fierce and fi-
ery eyed. .

In the mid-1930s American Indians
fact present a barrier in the goals of
the nation "founded” by the Euro-

' pean immigrants. The lands had

beentaken, Indian societis had been
disrupted, and American Indians re-
moved to reservations withthe prom-
ise of government services for health,
education and welfare. Realizing the
cost to the government t0 meet the
conditions of their treaties with Ameri-
can Indian Nations, the Indian Reor-

duct a roll of American INdians for
whom the government had treaty re-
sponsibilities. This same Act set the
requirements for biood quantum asan
effort to limit the government's
respoasibiities and to determien gov-
emment issue of supplies, food and
other benefits. American Indians prior
to this time had not heard of tribal
rolls because the Indian way is that
we identify our ownand know those
who are our people.

Unfortunately for the American In-
tive and racist opinions and percep-
tions were captured, formed a deep
rooted psychological sense of inferi-
ority, and denied American citizen-
ship through a disenfranchisement in
the 18th century. Our story isone of a
continuing lack of federal recogni-
tion of ouwr American Indian birth-
right and our descent from the origi-
nal landholders of this country. There
bas mever been any doubt in our
minds that we are American Indian
and throughout our history, "quali-
fied experts.” anthropologists and

- genealogists have never failed to ac-

knowledge our American Indianness
: Indian
descendancy. The attack and insuit
10 our identity has historically been
by the southern institution of rac-
ism against all people people not
white, and even today, our govern-
it difficult to appropriately recog-
nize that American society instito-
tions still find it difficult to appro-
priately recognize that American
society ismore than white and Black.
Those of us born and reared in Robe-
son County can readily identify with
those messages communicated to us
that "we are not like other Indians.”
1 would hope that we would never
accept the mind-set of those who
believe that American Indians were
required to give up their individu-
ally and freedom afforded to other
non-Indian groups by responding to
the ignorance of those who think we
are not “real” Indians because we do
not fit the American Indian history
molds described by non-Indian his-

torians and by inter-tribal jealousy
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Indians, and WE'KNOW WHO
AND WHAT WE ARE! We will
continue to own our land, attend

offer ourseives for elected office,
serve as teachers. ministers, com-
munity leaders, farmers, homemak-
ers, and productive and hard-work-
ing people. We will recognize and
know our people, both those who
are enrolled on the tribal rolls (re-
quired by the government) as well
as those who are not enrolled. We
will continue to leave for our chil-
dren and the children of our children
a legacy of a proud people with a
history of survival from the earliest
of European immigrant contact, both
in the present day and in the future.
It is most important for all Ameri-
can Indians of Robeson County to
recognize that neither all whites nor
all blacks are alike and the same,
and the fact that American indians
are represented throughout this na-
tion does not require that all

American Indians be alike and the
same. The challenge before the
American Indians of Robeson County
is to continwe the search for justice
from a nation and a government Of-
ganized by Ewropean immigrants,
most of whom were exiled from their
own country and in search of free-
dom at the expense of American In-
dian. We bave always been and will
alwaysbe "real” Indians with or with-
out federal government recognition.
Our responsibility handed down to
us from our elders of centuries ago
and to persist, hold together, and de-
mand that we will not now, or ever,
be forced to lose our identity as
American Indians. We must con-
tine to call upon the "government of
and by the people” to0 act in good
faith and in accordance with its re-
spoasibility to all of its citizens, in-
cluding American Indians in Robe-

Say You Read It In
The Carolina Indian
Voice-Call 521-2826
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Confernce for
Native American
High School
Students Set

A Conference for Native American
High School Students from grades 9-
12 will be sponsored at Pembroke
State University Saturday, March 6,
by the PUS Chapter of the American
Indian Science and Engineering So-

event, telephone Dr. Freda Porter
Locklear at (919) 521-64 12 or Doris
Brooks at 521-2061. X

Local Student
Attends Internship

Program at Johnson
& Wales University

Charleston, SC February 19, 1993

pastry arts and hospitality manage-

3 joint-venture with the University
of St. Martin on the island of St.
Maarten in the Caribbean

Andrea Sanderson from Pembroke,
NC is one of our many honored stu-

As with most of the Native Ameri-
can population growing up in Robe-
son and adjoining counties, | new that
I was a Native American and | was
proud of it; however, | feit that | was
different than those growing up on

tive Americans will appreciate, our
spirituality wasa life style nota one
day a week religious experience.
Additionally, both the reservation
and our Native Americans had and
il tose tie toMother Eart
We have been tillers of the soil for
avery long time and continue to be.

"t ]

| feel that when you go down any
list of what determines the cultural
heritage of a group of Native Ameri-
cans, we fit the bill. During some of
my many trips down home. | some-
times feel that there are Native
Americans that still wonder whether
they are "Real indians”. Well be-
lieve me you are asreal as any other
group of Native Americans in the
United States. Real indians go to
their job daily to eam a living to
support their families, farm the land
1o produce food, participate in their
spiritual experiences, go to Pow
w make crafts

that are really in many instances
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with the young people, show respect
to the Elders of the tribe and work for
preservation of Native American cul-
ture ‘at all levels. Remember that
being a Native American is a state of
mind as well as any physical or cul-
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and physical attributes, et us please

work on the state of mind.

Please support your fellow Native

American in the expression of their
as Native Americens,

whether that would be your expres-

sion or not. Let us not fight among

ourselves but unite to establish a

united front. 1 respect the efforts of
the Tuscarorss, Lumbees, Haliwa-
Saponis, Waccamaw Siousn, Coharie
and other tribes in accomplishing their
goals and so should you. | will work
10 help them succeed. Will you?
LOCA' E ESSIKIKV

(PAINTED TURTLE)

Republican
Convention
Planned
The Robesoa County Republican

5 A
son ourthouse st 7:30 PM.,
Tuesday, March 9, 1993. All pre-
cinct delegates and alternates will
mmmm
mittee members and delegates and
alternates to the seventh and eighth
district convention and the state con-
vention. There will be 2 $5.00 regis-

wration fee charged for the conven-
ey :




