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Often we overlook the bet indi-
viduals in Indian Country The oncs
who have led the good fight for ycars.
endured the brickbats thrown at them.
taken the insults, and stuck by their
guns, are often forgotten 100 soon

One of these warriors was the best
Commission of Indian AfTairs since
John Collier. He was only the second
Indian to head the BIA. He is still the
on'llipemn to gofrom thevery bottom
rank in BIA all the way to the top

His name is Robert L. Bennett. He
now lives in retirement in Albuquer-
que, but he headed BIA from 1966 to
1969.

He was born 86 years ago on the
Oncida Indian rescrvation in Wiscon-
sin. The other weck as 1 was driving
across town. | saw the Commissioner.
as I call him, drive across my path |
wondered how many people  know
what he accomplished during his ten-
ure at the Bureau.

1 called him that day. and he in-
vited me locome over Lo hishouse. We
spend a pleasant couple of hours talk-
ing about what he did in his 35 ycars
working for the agency that is in more
ways than any other agency respon-
sible for running Indian afTairs.

The Commissioncr willonly admit
to partial credit. but some monumen-
tal things were accomplished on his
waltch. Thee include the cstablish-
mentofthc AmericanIndian Graduate
Center (AIGC). the cstablishment of
the Amcrican Indian Law Center
(AILC) at the University ol New
Mexico. the conversion of Haskell
Institute into Haskell Indian national
University (HINU). and the establish-
ment of the Southwestern Indian
Polytechnic Institute (SIPI)as techni-
cal college.

There were then only 35 Indian
attorncys in the whole U.S.. so thee
was a huge need for the Law Center
The Commissioner pointed out that
AILC was started with a grant of $2
million from the Donner Foundation
in 1968,

oria

-two ycars ago under Dr

He helped find the funds to start it
John Echohawk. now Exccutive Di-
rector of the Native Amcrican Rights
Fund (NARF). was the first Director
The AILC cncountered a vanchy of
problems with the first few classes of
law students. The problems included
students not being able to understand
the material. and not making the com-
mitment to stick it out and succced

But within a few ycars thesc prob-
lems smoothed out. One of the main
approaches they developed which
worked was a six-weck summer pro-
gram in law. which is still being held
each year.

Likewise. there were only a fow
dozen Indian people with graduate
degreesofany kind. The AIGC. origi-
nally called Amcrican Indian
Scholarships (AlS). was developed to
mect this huge need. It was started
with a grant from the John Hay
Whitney Foundation. The Commis-
sioncr also helped to find this money

John Rainer from the ‘Taos Pucblo
was Lhe original director. AlS soon
developed a contractual arrangement
with BIA to administer all BIA post-
graduate scholarships except  law,
which AILC administered. (Tenycars
ago the two program were combined.
and IGC now administers all BIA
graduate scholarships.) e

He found funds to help Haskell
convert to a degree-granting college
as well. The Donner Foundation also
provided challenge grants to get
Haskell'sconversionstaried. The main
change at Haskell was to convert from
vocational subjects to a full academic
programi. The librany holdings were
mostly about vocational subjects. and
the librann had 10 be comerted to
academic holdings.

This conversion is still going on
there. Haskell has started its first de-
grec-granting program. in cducation.
Karcn
Swisher. Sid Carney was' the Arca
Dircctor for Anadarko. which has
charge of Haskell. when the comer-
sion started. Sid was also imvolved in
initiating the conversion
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The Commission remained in-
volved with Haskell afier his
retirement senving asa consultant to
the Board ol Regemis He helped 1o
organizc this Board. and got a ta
cxemption for the Haskell Board of
Regents. Heserved atotal of 17 years
for the University "I stayed too long."
he laughs

SIPI started as the result of a meet-
ing the Commissioner had with some
voung Indian eductors in Albuquer-
que. They asked him for a school
which would help provide the type of
graduates that tribes need The cur-
riculum would be flexible. Programs
could be dropped or added as the
needs arosc

From the very beginning SIPI in-
volved the local leaders of business
and industry. They arc still involved
as advisors and supporters. Intel now
15 paving or part ol the coasts of a
program 1o produce technicians who
can work for this international com-
puter chip giant. for instance

The corporations wanted students
graduating who had good command
of the basics of education---reading.
writing and math. They also wanteda
heinvy emphasis on math and science
i the curriculum

Plans for 51 <iarted on his waich.

sbrt it actually opened theFalbafier his

retirement. He has reninined imvolved
with the SIPI Board. however. and
helped it gan tax exemption for s
Board of Regents

The Commissioner also helped
organi/c prison program starting in
the 1930s when he was with Northern
Ute Agency . He got the prisons 1o et
Indian prisoncrs organizc into clubs,
and practice their Nativereligions. He
helped the tribe take over the admin-
1stration of the prisoner program, and
is proud ofl the fact that he never
aticnded once hearing on a prisoncr

"My philosophy was to teach the
tribcs how to do things in local poy-
crnment." hesays "ldidn'twant them
dependent on BIA for evervthing.”

He- is ‘also proud of having -
creased the operating budget for 3]
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by Dr. Dean Chavers, President of the
Native American Scholarship Fund

durning his watch. "Wc got all the
money we asked for most years," he
recalls "People in the House and Sen-
ate supported what we were trving to
do”

Congressman Waync Aspinall.
when he was head of the Indian Com-
millee, started the practice with him
of having copics of monthly reports
mailed to himafier they were submit-
ted from the Agencics to the Area
Directors, and on to Washington. Thus
some accountability was introduced
into the funding process.

The Commissioner is also proud of
the fact that he took pictures of every
tribal delegation which visited his
office in Washington. Many other
Commissioners and Assistant Sccre-
tarics never followed this practice.
But he feltit gave some legitimacy to
the efforts of tribes to preserve their
rights.

He also took and scheduled the
Indian princesses around to mecetings,
exposing them to many people they
would nototherwise have been able to
meet.

"Ifthe only commitmentto Indians
is in the treatics. tribes will take some
scrious lumps.” he says. "In the inter-
play between state and federal
Jurisdictions, tribes can destroy them-
schves” .

President Lyndon B. Johnson ap-
pointed Commissioncr Bennett head
of BIAincarly 1966. He took officcon
April 27. 1966, and left the
Conmimissioner's job and retired on
May 31, 1969

After he retired. he directed the
Law Center from 1969 until 1972
Sam Deloria was hired to be Dircctor
that year. and the Commissioner was
Dircctor of Special Projects at the
Center until he retired again in 1976
Mr Dcloria stayed in this position
until 1997, when he left 1o form his
owr business

The Commissioner is also proud of
having helped to start the American
Indian Hall of Fame during his watch.
The Hall of Famec is looking for a
permanent home. andis housedon the
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Haskell campus 1n the rr_téanllimc

Onc of the main accomplishments
of the Commissioncr was the
“Indianization” of the BIA Before his
tenure. there had only been one In-
dian who was Conymssioncr. Ely §
Parker. a Sencca Indian who had been
a general in the Civil War. Afler his
tenure. every head of BIA hasbeen an
Indian

His legacy will live on When the
position of Commission of |Indian
Affairs was upgraded to Assistanl
Secretary of Interior for Indian Af-
fairs a de after his retirement. |
remembered the glory days he had
initiated at the tope in DC

Mostly his legacy will live oninthe
cducation and social programs he pio-
ncered. Thousands of Indian pcople
now have a chance at a bachclor's
degree. a law degree. and a doctoral
degreebecause Commiissioner Bennett
fought so hard to establish these pro-
grams on a nationallevel. Scholarship
funds were greatly increased during
his tenurc. and they arc still opening
doors for young Indian students

Bv: Joseph T. Bell

One of the most worrisome medi-
cal problems for parents and doctors
alike is that of appendicitis. Anytime
our children runa fever and complain
of belly pain , this diagnosis seems to
creep into the back of our minds.

Acute appendicitis results from a
germ infection in a small branch off
the large intestine called the appen-
dix. The condition is most common in
teenagers and young adults with the
peak ages between 15 and 24 years, of
course, this disease canbe seen in any
age. I have even seen appendicitis in
a child as young as 15 months old!

The typical signs of appendicitis
begin as a low grade fever and pain
around the area of the belly button.
The pain usually moves to the area of

“ the night lower abdomen (typical loca-

tion of the appendix in 80% of pa-
ticnts). Usually there is a loss of appe-
tite withvomiting, especially in young
children.The diagnosis is often diffi-
cult in young children because it is a

Credit Problems
Bill Consolidation
Home Improvements

Pediatric Pointers

ATTENTION HOMEOWNERS)

NEED MONEY?

EXCELLENT RATES AVAILABLE BEGINNING AT 6.625%

1JUST TELL US HOW MUCH YOU NEED
Application taken by phone f! 6 PM '

First Horizon Home Mortgage

family will ever need CPR.
We hope you're right.

Tha Amavi-an Red Crone Safe Familas program

b teackas peopig dills thet mas nead o an emergras

Like CPR. wuter safery and bii firat abd Quite

wumply, we help sou take care of sowr famih Ard
that's wmathing we all wan w de

You hope no'one in your i;
i
1
|
1
t

& =
Help Can't Wait!

Tor fd cnst abvns s 9 v

at v, call e wn sl hagen

d

Carolina Indian Voice
is published every ThufSday by
First American Publications
304 Normal St. - College Plaza
Post OfTice Box 1075
Pembroke, North Carolina 28372
Phone (910) 521-2826
Fax (910) 521-1975
Connee Brayboy, Editor
Subscriptions '
One year in NC, $20.00
Out of State, $25.00
Second Class Postage Paid at
Pembroke, NC

less likely age group and because the

vomiting may be the dominant symp-

tom, overshadowing belly pain. There.
are other illnesses that can mimic ap-

pendicitis, making the diagnosis that

much harder. A few of these diseases

include inflamed pancreas, kidney in-

fection, spastic colon and obstructed

bowel.

If you suspect your child may have
appendicitis, they should scc a doctor
as soon as possible. By examining the -
child and checking a blood count, it
may make diagnosis more obvious,
The treatment s surgery, The inflamed -
appendix must be removed to prevent
it from mf:luring and spreading the
infection. If not treated, a perforated
appendix can lead to death. Fortu-
nately, this is rare in this country,

Remeber, if you have any questions
you would like answered or want to
hear about a particular subject, write to -
meatP.O. Box 3010, Pembroke, N.C
28372, Take carec and we will talk.-
again next week. a
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