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Reflectians

by Alta Nye Oxendine

Today. in the old. "mainline” Prot-
estant churches, at least, we keep
hearing about Loving One Another,
an extremely Good idea.

Back when the popular song came
out: "What the world needs now. is
Love, sweet love", there were likely a
lot of people who looked at this con-
cept of love as something new, at
least as new as the 1960's and the
"flower children" who were attempt-
ing to promote "love" including
"“Free Love).

Last Sunday First Methodist
preacher Robert Ray talked with us
about “A Couple of Things". He
reminded us that we are often willing
to do "a couple of things” for a good
friend. But that we too often over-
look the "couple of things", that our
Very Best friedd has asked us todo in
the New Testament.

God, through His son, Jesus, has
asked usto (1) love Him and (2) love
one another. Although those two
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responses are inter-hinked, we' some-
times try to do one without doing the
other

Forgiving And Being Forgiven

Also, | believe that to really love
we must be willing to do something
else that a lot of us resist doing a lot
of the time. We must be willing to
forgive and to be forgiven (by God
and by others). -

I'rue Loving, Forgiving, and de-
siring to be_Forgiven all go together,
it we are to get sins and misunder-
standings resolved to the point where
we can go on living a joyous, produc-
tive life

I know,

My parents and | had some seri-
ous misunderstandings back in the
'50s.  We never really got things
resolved. They felt that | had de-
serted them. And [ felt that they had
deserted me.

After Daddy's first stroke, he
seemed to have a positive attitude
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toward me once again.
me a lot when he died.

But I still held a grudge toward the
mother who had once been my clos-
est friend and confidante. Others
still saw her as a sweet person. | saw
her as someone who had become cold
and uncaring.

| kept yearning for the uncondi-
tional love she had shown toward for
first child for the first three decades
of that daughter's life

After | followed her in becoming
a widow (seven months later) she
was constantly worried about me.
But she no longer seemed proud of
me, and plans, or my actions (includ-
ing spending money taking pictures
and spending time writing). 1did not
feel like showing love or affection
toward her.

Then one day while 1 was at her
house in 1986 (when she was 89) |
decided maybe 1 should at least Try to
look at that old situation of misun-
derstanding from Her point of view.

When [ started to do this, | began
seeing what | believed She must have
been seeing all those years.

I decided one of us had to make
the first move. And I could not wait
together. They need to be practiced

T'hat helped

e -—v---"m

any longer tor her to come to me. So
| began right there silently trying to
torgive her

It turned out 1o be a process that
took several years. But, by the time
she was sorely in need of me (as the
only person available) to stay with
her in her mid-nineties, | had begun
appreciating her again

During the more than two vears
we lived together we once again felt
the kind of bond that had been so
strong during our earlier vears.

When Mother died, | was So Very
Thankful that we had been able to
start over and truly enjoy a new, and
In some ways, an even deeper friend-
ship than the one that began when |
was her only child.

In the "Lord's Prayer" that Jesus
taught to his disciples as a prayer
model, we are to pray: "Forgive us
our sins, as we forgive those who sin
against us."

All the actions of loving, being
loved, Forgiving and Being Forgiven
By God And Others are bound up
as a Package.

With true love. must also come
forgiveness, and the desire to make a
Fresh Start in living the rest of our
life Upon This Earth!
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Senate approves million-
acre preservation bill

RALEIGH-The Senate's approval
of a bill to preserve | million acres of
open space in the next decade is an
important step in the etfort to protect
North Carolinas natural resources.
Sen. David Weinstein said today

"North Carolina 1s growing rap-
idly, and our open space is at risk."
said Weinstein, D-Robeson. “"We
must protect our forests, mountains
and beaches before it is too late to
preserve them for future generations-
and settingagoal to preserve 1 million
acres will help us focus on that ef-
fort."

Wednesday, senators overwhelm-
ingly approved Senate Bill 1328,
which writes into state law the goal of
preserving | million acres of North
Carolina open space by 2010. The
bill, sponsored by Sen. Fountain
Odum. D-Mecklenburg, now goes to
the House for consideration.

About 2.9 million acres-or about
8 percent of the state's total land- now
is permanently protected in state and

work."

national parks, state and national for-
ests, game preserves and other forms
of open space. By reaching the |
million acres goal, North Carolina
would preserve | | percent of its land.

Weinstein said the next step in
preserving | million acres is to in-
crease funding for the Clean Water
Management Trust Fund. Since
1996, lawmakers have provided at
least $30 million a vear to the Fund
to protect more than 32,000 acres in
some of North Carolina's most im-
portant watershed. A new proposal
now being considered in the legisla-
ture would boost the state's
investment to $100 million over the
nest three years.

"The Clean Water Management-
T'rust Fund is the most important taol
we have for preserving open space in
North Carolina,” Weinstein said.
"We simply will not be able to reach
the million-acre goal without increas-
ing our investment in the fund and its
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David Hester, R.Ph.
102 N. Partterson St.
Maxton, NC 28364

On the comer of Patterson and Martin Luther King
(910) 844-3100

The Pharmacy That's All About Your Health™
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Collins and Sons Milling Co., Inc.
83 Old Red Springs Road

Owners: .
James Harold Collins
Larry Collins

Maxton, NC 28364

Phone: 843-4084
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BLANKS PRODUCE

' 738-9006

Sharp top cabbage, regular cabbage,
and sweet peas, fresh Irish potatoes

“Telamon Corporation”

Employment & Training
Empleo & Entrenamiento

Suite F

Margie Atkinson
Regional Manager
Leon Grimes
Youth Specialist

Maria M. Trejo
Field Service Clerk

220 Wintergreen Dr.
Lumberton, N.C. 28358

Patsy C. Jacobs
Case Manager |

OFFICE: 910-671-0504
910-671-0518

FAX: 910-671-0190

e-mail: negrita714@yahoo.com

TRACTORS FOR SALE

New ancl Used

Lon g Tractors

From 22 to 72 HP, 2-wheel and 4-wheel drive.
Parts for any kind of tractor.
Contact Burnice Blanks
at 738-9006

Hours: 8:30-5:00
M-F

The Printing Center

313 East 4th Street
Lumberton, N.C. 28358

Sarah Locklear
Owner

Phone:
(910) 739-8759

Work: 738-5530

Home: 739-1314

Greg Bell

Attorney at Law

431 N. Elm Street
Lumberton, NC 28358
(Located directly across

from the Courthouse)

Oak Valley

(910) 422-3010

Furniture

Clayton McDuffie - Owner

102 Main St. Rowland, NC 28383
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Plirnell Swett

Sales Associate

Cantuny

Dorothy Essey & Associates

113 South Howe Street
Southport. NC 28461

Business (910) 454-289 * Fax (9100 4571102

Toll Free 1.87410-2121
Home (910) 8450637
Email: pumnell(e c2lessey com
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CORDING STUDIO

32 Track Analog
We shop your demo and finished product

Book 5 Hrs. At °50.00 per hr.

Get Additional 5 Hrs. at °25.00
HOURS FLEXIBLE OPEN 24 HRS.

Office (910) 433-2381 / Fax (910) 433-2476

Toll Free [-800)-352-3295

116 Old Street, Fayetteville, North Carolinag 28301

Home Bxygen & Fedical Equipment Inc.

Janice Ivey Faircloth, CEQ
Registered Respiratory Therapist

* Instruction and
Delivery
*Respiratory
Meds Available
for use in

B Nebulizers

Robeson Family Practice Associates

Herman Chavis, M.D. * Kenneth E. Locklear, M.D.
. Myra D. Hall, M.D. * Rajesh Sakala, M.D.

Barbara Graham, PAC
1002-C East 4th Avenue, Red Springs, NC 28377
Telephone 843-3311
OFFICE HOURS: Daily 8:30 a.m. -5 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m. - 12 Noor * By Appointment

® Each Office Independently Unned and Operated }910‘212‘0410 r“: 910”2]2‘0“90
Modioars " B ' 109 N. PATTERSON STREET
& Medicaid Z &) MAXTON
& Oth
Gaoa 5 ﬁ \ 844-3362
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HARLEY DAVIDSON
TOMMY HILFIGER
LADIES DRESSES &
PANTS SUITS
REG. & PLUS SIZES

206 UNION CHAPEL RD.
PEMBROKE
521-8516

Native American
Sprinklers

Installing Lawn Sprinklers
at Reasonable Rates

Call (910) 521-4611 or (910) 827-0327

DANCA |

105 Turner Street

Southern Pines, NC 28387
(910) 6950553 1-800:672-3228
Fax: (910) 6951340

Chancellor Strickland
Sales Executive

Savings and Service Worth the Trip!

BLEECKER

OLDS / BUICK /| GMC

Hwy. 211 East * Red Springs
Lumberton: 738-3800 - Red Springs: 843-2141
Raeford: 875-3536 - Fayetteville: 483-5000
Toll Free: 1-800-634-3495

“15 Miles To Savings”

Parkton Family Medical Center

Herman Chavis, M.D.  William Sanderson, M.D.

Kenneth E. Locklear,

M.D. Arnold Kinley, P.A,

15 West 3rd Street
Parkton, North Carolina 28371 >
Telephone 858-3913
OFFICEHOURS:
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday
8a.m.-5p.m. * Thursday 8 am - 1 pm




