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There was, of course, no way of predicting that the start of this school year
would coincide with what is, undoubtedly, one ofthe hottest stretches ofweather
we've had in recent years. That goes not only for Robeson County but virtuallyfor all of the nation. Everyone is sweltering in the heat doing their best to
stay comfortable in whatever way they can. 1 don't have to tell you that, for
our school system, it means trying to see v it that all of our schools have air
conditioning that is in good working orue so that our students' ability to
study and leam is not impaired by being uncomfortable in the classroom.
Before school actually got underway, our maintenance people did what you

did at your home. They turned on the air conditioners to make certain that
they were in working order. After a winter of not being used, there's alwaysthe possibility that they might not start up. If they didn't, the workers immediatelytried to find out what was wrong and did what they needed to do to fix
the problem. Sometimes it meant ordering new parts- some major- some relativelyminor. If you've had such problems, you know that it often involves
delays in the arrival of those parts in which case there is also a delay in being
able to get the equipment running properly. In the meantime, they make whateveradjustments could be make while waiting for the parts delivery so that,
when they do arrive, there is little delay in getting the cooling process underway.
Another thing needs to be understood and that is that a central air conditioningsystem does not do the whole cooling job for the whole school in every

case. Sometimes there are multiple units in a school. What that means, of
course, is that each is susceptible to having problems. That, in turn, means
that there may be areas in a school which have air conditioning while other
areas do not. It's also important to understand that many classrooms are server
by window units which means there are a large number of such units that are
susceptible to breaking down and therefor need attention. In every case, though,the maintenance people are going all out to get all ofthem working as quickly
as possible.

I know that there's a tendency on the part of some parents to be less patientwith the delays in getting the air conditioning working at their child's school. I
can understand their concern by complaining to the news media can't possibly
get our people to work harder or faster than they are now. If the delivery of
parts has been delayed, there is nothing that they can do but wait. When theyarrive, they're installed as quickly as possible. You must keep in mind, also,that we have 41 school in our system and, whole each of them does not necessarilyhave air conditioning problems, we, likewise, don't have anything like
41 people trained to work on air conditioning. We have only 4 on our maintenancestaff which means that, because of the number of problems we've encountered,we've had to bring in private air conditioning people to help. In
spite ofthat, there is always the possibility of some delay and we can only hopethat you'll understand and be patient. Know the our people are working just as
quickly as they can. As I said earlier, it's just unfortunate that the air conditioningshould break down when we are in the middle of the kind of heat wave that L
we're experiencing. Mother Nature may not be cooperating but we're doing
our level best to keep her at bay.

Along the Robeson Trail
By Dr. Stan Knick, Director-UNCP Native American Resource Center

Old Grandmother still makes her
quilts with patches. She knows that
nowadays some folks only use one

big piece of cloth for the whole face of
the quilt, just stitching around the
different patterns on that one piece of
cloth. "That kind of quilt will keep
your body warm, alright" Old
Grandmother says, "but it won'twarm
your spirit the same way." For Old
Grandmother the patches. the little
pieces ofbrightred or old gingham.
are one of the best things about a quilt.
She says they keep the memories of
the quilt.

Old Grandmother remembers
learning from her grandmotherhow to
make a quilt. She would always start
by collecting pieces of cloth . this
one from an old shawl that got too
stained on one end to be any good;
this one from one of Russell's old
shirts thatjust couldn'tbe repairedany
more times; this one from a dress that
Old Grandmother outgrew last
summer when she turned eleven and
suddenly got so much taller and that
had already been handed down three
generations anyway.

The collecting part might take
quite a while, and usually her

grandmother would just keep adding
to a sack of torn and wom-out bits
of cloth for a long time before she
wouldhave enough pieces to get started
on a new quilt. Sometimes the other
quitters . Aunt Mary orMiss Eva or
Miss Angeline . would bring their
own sacks of patches and they would
lay them all out on the porch and look
for good combinations.

Sitting around the quilting
frame was a good part, too. All the
talking and the stories made the
fingers just fly, and hours might pass
before someone noticed that it was
getting a little too dark to see the fine
stitches they were making. It was
around that quilting frame that Old
Grandmother had heard the story the
first time about Andrew Strong and
how brave he was when he refused to
testify against his brother Boss and
Henry Berry that time when the
Law had Andrew locked up in
Lumberton back in 1870 for
supposedly being mixed up in the
death of Sheriff King.

"And this piece of cloth right
here," Miss Eva would say, "came
from the very shirt Andrew was

wearing when he told that district

attorney he'd just as soon stay in jail
as tell a lie on a member of his family.
My Aunt Nell was a cousin ofhis wife
Flora, and she swore that was the very
shirt he was wearing. Ain't that right.
Miss Angeline," MissEvawould say,"
and Miss Angeline would always say,
"You know that's right, Sis."

Old Grandmother had thought
for a long time that she would never
liave heard that story if it hadn't been
for that quilting frame and that little
piece of thin gray cloth there in the
middle of the center pine cone pattern
of that quilt And even though she
heard that story several times, she
never asked how that shirt got passed
from hand to hand and wound up in
pieces in quilts all over the county.
She knew that patches were like
stories, and they were liable to turn
Up just about anywhere. Old
Grandmother still makes her quilts
with patches.

For more information, visit the
Native American Resource Center in
historic Old Main Building, on the
campus of The University of North
Carolina at Pembroke (our Internet
address is www.uncp.edu/
nativemuseum).
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Long Distance Service
5.9 cents per minute state-to-state
6-second billing
24 hours-a-day, 7 days-a-week
Save up to 50% or more on every long
distance call!
All day, Every Day!
Residential or Commercial!
Great in-state rates!
Toll free numbers 5.9 cents!
Special International Rates!
No long term commitment!
No enrollment fee!
No Minimum usage!
World Wide travel card!

Your SFI Referrer is:
http://www.ezinfocenter.com/449668/LD JOHN BRAYBOY

Their smiles
say a lot
about you.

Your gift to Volunteers of

America helps bring smiles

to the faces of individuals and

families in need in our community.
Help us ensure that our elderly
neighbors live their lives happier,
healthier, j/d as independently
as possjfe.
Volunteers of Americachanginglives,
restoring hope.
Please call us at

1.800.899.0088 or

visit www.voa.org.

"FLA - Disney Area Mini Vacation Sale"
Get 4 Days & 3 Nights Hotel Accommodations

For Only mm Call Now
For your Summer & Fall Reservations!
1 800 749-4045 ext 520

www.wholesale-travel.com

The ABCs
of Diabetes
Do you
have

diabetes?

Know
someone

who does?

Come to our FREE Diabetes Education Program and learn how to take charge
ofyour diabetes. You CAN live a full and healthy life.

Program topics include:
What is diabetes? Medications Exercise Nutrition Blood sugar monitoring
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Each class will include a raffleforfree Diabetes Supplies.
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RIDS EAT FREE! I
Every Monday at Pembroke
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KID'S NIGHT - 5 P.M. - 10 P.M.
One Kid's Meal FREE with purchase of adult entree.

MONDAY - Egg Breakfast Special - $2.99
TUESDAY - Egg Breakfast Special - $2.99

SUNDAY FEATURE - $5.59
Your choice of one meat, country fried steak, grilledchicken, or chicken tenders. Plus mashed potatoes& gravy, vegetable, and Texas Toast.

Add dessert for only $1.29.
OPEN 24 HOURS

725 W. Third St. Pembroke, NC
521-7685

^SSEeEIEBIRflplJJSM^Mo]U|S|EH


