Baptized by Water and The Spirit
Jesus said. "Except a man be bomn
of water and of the Spirit, he cannot
en;er into the kingdom of God." John
3:5.

Christ referred to water baptism
and to the renewing of the heart by the
Spiritof God. Inthis Search for Truth
lesson Elder Joseph Bullard explains
how baptism by water and by the
Spirit is far more than just a cer-
emony. It has to do with the heart; the
fountain of the heart must be purified
before the streams can become pure.
The true Christian life is not a modifi-
cation or Improvement of the old but
atransformation of nature. There isa
death 1o self and sin and a new life
altogether. Thischange can be brought
about only by the effectual working of
the Holy Spirit in a yielded life.

Baptism by waterand by the Spirit
is far more than just a form. John
3:3: "Jesus answered, Verily, verily, |
say unto thee, Except aman be born of
water and ofthe Spirit, he cannot enter
into the kingdom of God."

As the Holy Spirit brings convic-
tion to a man's heart, he repents of
his sins and he longs to be pure. He
will then want to be baptized as Jesus
was. Matthew 28:19, 20: "Go ye there-
fore and teach all nations, baptizing
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them in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. (2)
Teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever | have commanded you:
and, lo, | am with you alway, even
unto the end of the world. Amen."
Jesus did not receive baptism as
a confession of His guilt, but as our
example. Marthew 3:13-17: "Then
cometh Jesus from Galilee 10 Jordan
unto John, to be baptized of him. (14)
But John forbade him, saying, | have
needtobe baptized of thee, and comest
thoutome?(15) And Jesus answering
said unto him, SufYer it to be so now;
for thus it becometh us to fulfill all
righteousness. Then he suffered him.
(16) And Jesus, when he was bap-
tized, went up straightway out of the
water: and, lo, the heavens were
opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit

of God descending like a dove, and
lightinguponhim;(17) Andloa voice
from heaven, saying, This is my be-
loved Sonin whom [ am well pleased.”
Faith is essential- faith in Jesus
Christ to save. Mark 16:15-16: " And
he said unto them, Go ye into all the
world, and preach the gospel to every
creature. (16) He that believeth and is
baptized shall be saved, but he that
believeth not shall be damned."
The conviction of the Holy Spirit

brings repentance- a genuine sor-
row for sin and a turning from sin-
and a longing for that divine asso-
clation. Acis 2:38, 41: "Then Peter
said unto them, Repent, and be ye
baptized every one of you in the name
of Jesus Christ for the remission of
sinsand ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost.” “Then they that gladly
received his word were baptized and
the same day there were added unto
them about three thousand souls.”
There is only one way to be bap-
tized and that is my immersion. Acts
8:26-38: "And the angel of the Lord
spake unto Philip, saying, Arise, and
go toward the south unto the way that
goethdown from Jerusalem unto Gaza,
which is desert.(27) And he arose and
went: and, behold, a man of Ethiopia,
an eunuch of great authority under
Candace queenofthe Ethiopians, who
had the charge of all her treasure, and
had come to Jerusalem forto worship,
(28) Was returning, and sitting in his
chariot read Esaias the prophet. (29)
Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go
near, and join thyself to this chariot,
(30) And Philip ranthitherto him, and
heard him read the prophet Esaias,
and said, Understandest thou what
thou readest? (31) And he said, How
can |, except some man should guide
me? And he desired Philip that he
would come up and sit with him. (32)
The place of the scripture which he
read was this, He was led asa sheep to
the slaughter; and like a lamb dumo
before his shearer, so opened he not
his mouth: (33) In his humiliation his

Judgment was taken away: and who
shall declare his generation? For his

life is taken from the earth. (34) And
the eunuch answered Philip, and said,
| pray thee. of whom speaketh the
prophet this? Of Himself. or of some

‘other man? (35) Then Philip opened

his mouth, and began at the same
scripture, and preached unto him Jesus,
(36) And as they went on their way,
they came unto a certain water; and
the eunuch said, See, here is water;
what doth hinder me to be baptized?
(37) And Philip said, if thou believest
with all thine heart, thou mayest. And
he answered and said.. | believe that
Jesus Christ is the Son of God. (38)
And he commanded the chariot to
stand still and they went down both
into the water, both Philip and the
eunuch; and he baptized him."

As the crucified body of his Lord
was buried in the tomb, so in the rite
of immersion the bellever is burled
in the watery grace. Romans 6:3,4:
"Know ye not, that so many of us as
were baptized into Jesus Christ were
baptized into his death? (4) Therefore
we are buried with him by baptism
into death; that like as Christ was
raised up from the dead by the glory of
the Father, even so we also shouid d
walk in newness of life.

Baptism should not be delayed,
Acts 16:25-33: "Sirs, what must | do
to be saved? (3) And they said, Be-
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
thou shalt be saved, and thy house,
(32) And they spake unto him the
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word of the Lord, and to all that were
in his house. (33) And he took them
the same hour of the night. and washed
their stripes, and was baptized, he and
all his, straightway.”

If you have not been baptized,
may God bless you and help you to
make your decision now to be ba,
tized as soon as possible. Acts 22:16:

“And now why tarriest thou? Arise |
and be baptized, and wash away thy 1

sins. calling on the name of the Lord.”
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ReSource® Wellness at www,
resourcewellness.com.
Consumer Buying Guide for
Home and Garden at www.pow
dercoating.org.

The Institute of Inspection,
Cleaning and Restoration Certi-
fication at www.iicrc.org.

The American Podiatric Medical
Association at www.apma.org.
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‘Ginger B, Waltman
Loan Officer

5511 Capital Center Drive
Suite 104
Raleigh, NC 27606

Office 919.816.9194

Fax 9198169391

Pager 800.290.5199

Toll Free 877,816,394
Home Office 919.550.6367

Robeson Famil

Practice Associates

Herman Chavis, M.D. * Kenneth E. Locklear, M.D.
Myra D. Hall, M.D. * Rajesh Sakala, M.D.

Barbara Graham, PAC
100z-C East 4th Avenue. Reud Springs, NC 28377
Telephone 842-3311

{8:00 am ustil*5:00 pm

Owners:
James Harold Collins
Larry Collins

Collins and Sons Milling Co., Inc.

4083 Old Red Springs Road
Maxton, NC 28364 -

Phone: 843-4084

4811 Fayetteville Rd.

OPTOMETRIC
EYECARECENTER.
John I. Adams, O.D. .
-eye«Kathetine.S. Hawis, Q.D. . -
. Charles L. Clark, 0.D.
Carolyn Marks, Licensed Optician
Family Practice and Contact Lenses

(910) 739-3323
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Pembroke Family

Martina Dockery Belfield, MD
Denis Ricard, PA-C
Maxine Blue, FNP
410-D South Jones Street., Pembroke
910-521-4462

Office Hours; Monday-Friday 8am to 7 pm _

Practice Center

David Hester, R.Ph.
1C2 N. Patterson St
Maxton, NC 28364
On the comer of Patterson and Martin Luther King

(910) 844-3100

The Pharmacy That's All About Your Health™

“Telamon Corporation”

Employment & Training
Empleo & Entrenamiento

M‘ rgie Atkinson
Regional Manager
Leon Grimes
Youth Specialist

Maria M. Trejo
Field Service Clerk

Suite F
220 Wintergreen Dr.
Lumberton, N.C. 28358

OFFICE: 910-671-0504
910-671-0518
FAX:  910-671-0190

CHARLENE’S CUTTING EDGE

HAIR SALON ‘
703 West Third St.

Pembroke, N.C. 28372 '

(910) 521-7888 4

Owner: Charlene Bledsole

BAD, BAD CREDIT?

Credit Problems?
Bad Credit Record?

I can help you...

Call SMITH SPECIALTIES
803-494-4477

Work: 738-5530

Greg

" Home: 739-1314

Bell

Attorney at Law

431 N. Elm Street
Lumberton, NC 28358
(Located directly across

from the Courthouse)
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P.O. Box 1075
Pembroke, N.C. 28372

(919) 521-2826

(919) 521-4611
Home

'Need

70. ace 7504.‘1 Ad T
Thia Space (alt 521-2826

nz

'I'mphl.s Are Us

T s

coutd {fz; the @mn{c‘sm Cadias Ve

College Piaza. Pembrake

Gifls for every occasion
* Wedding
* Anniversary
*Baby Showers
And much more, *
Ovmer: Scarlett Brown
Uniots Chapel Rd
Pembroks, N.C.
(910) 5210225

HARLEY DAVIDSON
TOMMY HILFIGER
LADIES DRESSES &
PANTS SUITS
REG. & PLUS SIZES

Native

American

206 UNION CHAPEL RD.
PEMBROKE
521-8516

Sprinklers

Installing Lawn Sprinklers
at Reasonable Rates

Call (910) 521-4611 or (910) 827-0327

U Haul

We Load!
Sand and Clay
Call: 734-9307 or 734-1345

Dirt?

$3.00 per yard!

Savings and Service Worth the Trip!

BLEECKER

OLDS / BUICK /| GMC

Hwy. 211 Easl * Red Springs
Lumberton: 738-3800 - Red Springs: 843-2141
Raeford: 875-3536 - Fayetteville: 483-5000

Toll Free: 1-800-634-3495
“15 Miles To Savings™

Kenneth E. Locklear,

: ‘Parkton Family Medical Center ‘

Herman Chavis, M.D. William Sanderson, M.D.

M.D. Arnold Kinley, P.A,
15 West 3rd Street
Parkton, North Carolina 28371
Telephone 888-3913
OFFICEHOURS:
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday
8a.m. -5p.m. * Thursday 8 am - 1 pm




