
Thus Saith God's Word
by Rev. Ted Brooks
Let no man deceive vou b> an\ means; for that da> shall not come exceptthere come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son ofperdition, who opposes and exalts himselfabove all that is called God or that

is worshipped so that he as God sits in the temple ofGod show ing himself thathe is God; for the mystery of iniquity doth already work, only he who now lettethwill let until he be taken out of the way. That ye not soon be shaken in mind
or be troubled neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us. as thatthe day of Christ is at hand. (II Thessalonians 2:2)For many years now the gospel of salvation has been preached in all ages,but this message is a part of the gospel which could be proclaimed only in thejastdays. Brother Paul declared law lessness doth already work, the hour ofjudgment has come when you see a Spirit who opposed' and exalts himselfabove all that is called God. (Verse 4)

We are told not to be shaken in mind or to be troubled, neither of spirit norby word, nor of letters.
Here the apostle Paul warned the church not to look for the coming ofChristin his day. "Yet that day shall not come- he says, except there come a fallingaway first, and that man of sin be revealed." (Verse 3)Not till after the great apostasy and the long period of the reign ofthe manofsin. The Apostle Paul declares the coming ofChrist will not take place beforethe man of sin, which is also styled "the mystery of iniquity, the son ofperditionand that wicked one."
Paul tells us that this man would oppress and exalt himself above all that iscalled God. (Verse 4) The Apostle Paul warned us not to be shaken in mind or

to be troubled by spirit nor by words, nor by letter, let no man deceive you by
any means. Til that day there is a promise oflife to the obedient, it declares that
death is the portion ofthe transgressor. The Gospel ofChrist alone can free himfrom the condemnation or the defilement of sin. When Satan came to Jesus in
the wilderness, Satan opposes and exalts himself over God. "All these thingswill I give thee ifthou wilt fall down and worship me." (Matthew 4:9) Ah. myfriend, we are not to be shaken in mind or spirit.Satan's way ofopposing and exalting himselfabove all that is called God is
to convince the people of God that we ar&free to transgress God's law. Do we
now make void the law through faith? God forbid. Yea, we establish the law.
How shall we that are dead to sin, live any longer therein. John declares this
is the love of God that we keep His commandments and His commandments
are not grievous. (Romans 3:31; 6-2.1 John 5:3)In the new birth the heart is brought into harmony with God as it is broughtintoaccord with his law. When this mighty change has taken place in the sinner,he has passed from death unto life, from sin unto holiness, from transgressionand rebellion to obedience and loyalty. The old life of alienation from God has
ended. The new life of reconciliation of faith and love has begun. Then the
righteousness of the law will be fulfilled in us who walk not after the flesh butafter the spirit. (Romans 8:4) And the language of the world will be': "O how
love I thy law! It is my meditation all day. (Psalm 119:97) The law ofthe Lordis perfect, converting the soul."( Psalm 19:7)

When Satan opposes the law of God and exalts himself above all that iscalled God, men will have nojust conception ofthe purity and holiness ofGod
oroftheirown guilt and uncleanness. Years ago I remember a person was killed
at a road crossing Some one had removed the sign.Paul said here in II Thessalonians thafwhen Satan exalts himself and sets
himselfas God, shewing himselfthat he is God, be nor shaken in mind or spiritthat a time would come when some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to
seducing spirits and doctrines ofdevils. (I Timothy 4:1) Paul declared even in
his day "The mystery of iniquity doth already work." "Except there come a
falling away first, and»that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition."We will recognize him for Satan opposes and exalts himselfabove all that
is called God. The question is asked why does Satan oppose that which is
God's? Satan hates the laws ofGod. "Thou shalt have no other gods before me."
(Exodus 20:3) The true church will follow the commandments of the Torah.
We are to obey God and His laws. We were not left here to govern our own
destiny, "Love me and keep my commandments." (Exodus 20:6)

Satan opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is
worshipped. Satan hates the law ofGod. Satan knows it is the love ofGod that

* saves men. "O how love I thy law, the law of God is perfect, converting the
soul." Without the law, men have no just conception ofthe purity and holiness
ofGod or of their own guilt and uncleanness. They have no true conviction of
sin and feel no need ofrepentance. When Satan opposesthe lawofGod, anation
who makes him their leader cannot see their lost condition as violators ofGod's

| law. They do not realize their need of the atoning blood of Christ.
Have you ever noticed stop signs at intersections? They have been shot,bottles and bricks have been thrown at them. Why? Folks just can't stand to be

told to stop. My friend, it is not the sign that causes a wreck. It is disrespect for
the law. The law does not kill, it preserves life.

When a train is approaching a crossing, thank God for that early sign which
you have seen backed up the road declaring a train crossing ahead, stop, look
and listen. Think not that I am come to destroy the law or the prophets; 1 am not
come to destroy the law but to fulfill it. For verily I say unto you till heaven
and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law till all be
fulfilled." (Matthew 5:17-18)
My friend, heaven is still above and earth is beneath and Satan has been

pulling up signs out of the church and making ship wrecks of peoples lives.
Satan's goal has been and always will be to exalt over people's live. Satan

is well aware "the fearful and believing, and the abominable and murders and
whoremongers and sorcerers and idolators and all liars shall have their part in
the lake which burned with fire and brimstone which is the second death."
(Revelation 21:8)
When Satan is permitted to exalt over one's life Paul declares it is a great

falling away. When Satan opposes and exalts himself in these last days, Jesus
speaking through John the Apostle says, "He which testifies these things saith
surely I come quickly. Amen." This, my friend, is the last promise ofthe HolySpirit in the Bible. Here too is the last prayer which is found in the Bible: "Even
so, come Lord Jesus." (Revelation 22:20)

Can I ask this question? Do you keep his commandments? "His commandmentsare not grievous. Yea, we establish the law. My heart is in full harmonywith God as it is brought into a~cord with his law. I know I have passed from
death unto life, from sin unto holiness, from transgression and rebellion, to
obedience and loyalty."

The old life ofalienation from God has ended. The new life ofreconciliation
of faith and love has begun.

I refuse to walk after the flesh. 1 will not covet. I refuse to take God's name
in vain. I will remember the Sabbath, not only remember but keep it holy. I will
honor my father and mother that my days be long upon this land. 1 will not kill.
I will not commit adultery. I will not steal. I will not bear false witness against
my neighbor. I will not covet what is not mine. My friend, ifyou can't say this,
then Satan has exalted himselfover you. You will become as a person without
law, a person with no conception of the purity and holiness ofGod or oftheir
own guilt and uncleanness. When Satan rules a person they have no true
convictions of sin and feel no need of repentance. Even the pastor who breaks
the laws ofGod feels no wrong because he is more faithful to a creed than to
God's commandments. Paul went on to say "Let no man deceive you by any
means." (II Thessalonians 2:3)

Next week: Let No Man Deceive You

TXTT ^ zr>\DUiLA <L«$£
CHIROPRACTIC

CENTER'Specializing In
Auto Accident Injuries

_

Most Insurances Accepted
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Free Initial Consultation
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Emergency Home Number
^Dr. Woodrow W. Beck, Jr.: 738-3126

180-year tradition of quality. Subsidy book publisher offers publishing I
services for books of all types. For free Author's Guide, write: |

Calling Young Writers!

^ The American Indian Youth Writers Project is
W collecting original works by North Carolina
r Indian students for a collection to be published
this year.

If you are

a student (grades 5-12), and
a member of a state-recognized tribe in N.C.

you are invited to submit original compositions (stories,
poems, essays, etc.) for consideration.

Mail entries to:
American Indian Youth Writers Project

1490 Cope Road
Red Springs, NC 28377

For more information, call: Daystar Dial at 910-843-2406 or

Emily Grant at 919-715-0200
Deadline: October 12,2001
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Your Family
Is Our Specialty

At the FirstHealth Family Care Center in Pembroke, you can always depend on

the care we provide your family from our primary care physicians to the visiting
specialists you need. Services include family and internal medicine, laboratory,
X-ray, and physician specialty services that include cardiology, orthopaedics,
dermatology, general surgery, gastroenterology and obstetrics and gynecology.

Specialty Care

Neil Conti, M.D.
Orthopaedics
Pinehursl Surreal Clinic

Robin Cummings, M.D.
Cardiac and Thoracic Surgery
Pinehursl Surgical Clinic
Keith Davis, M.D.
Cardiology
Pinehursl Medical Clinic

Coming Soon,.
Peter Duffy, M.D., Robert Sisson, M.D.,
Allen Strunk, M.D., & Peter Vassalo, M.D.
Cardiology
Pinehursl Cardiology Consultants
David I. Klumpar, M.D.
Chris Benigar, PA-C
Dermatology
Carolina Skin Care

Wayne B. Lucas, M.D.
Gastroenterology
Pinehursl Medical Clinic

R. Clayton Steiner, M.D.
General Surgery
Moore Surgical Center

Stephen Szabo, M.D.
Obstetrics/Gvnecology
Pinehursl Surgical Clinic
Frank Y.Yang, M.D.
General Surgery
Moore Surgical Center

For an appointment, call

521-6Q29

FirstHealth Family Medicine
Connie Brooks-Fernandez, M.D., Family Medicine
Rhonda Lowry, M.D., Familv Medicine
521-6029

We$t Primary - Urgent Care

Danny West, M.D., Family Medicine
James West, M.D., Internal Medicine
522-8888
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Benefit Gospel
Sing Planned

On Friday, October 19, 2001 at
New Philadelphia Methodist Church
a free gospel singing will be held to
help Erain barton, a 23-year-old brain
tumor patient with medical expenses
and medication. It will be close to
three months for any insurance will
assist her with medication costs and
medical bills.

Scheduled to appear are Carla and
the Redemptions, the Singing Cousins,the Sycamore Singers and others.
Refreshments and hotdogs wi II be sold.
A love offering will be taken. The
singing will begin at 7 p.m. For more
information contact Vinita "Cookie"
Maynor Clark at 522-0239.
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GiveCheck RegistersForChristmas.Get big share ofour
sales as rebate.
For abrochure, call 910-5217314and leave name & ad- I
dress, or write: WFCPress-CB, Box
3187, Pembroke, NC 28372.
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