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Along the Robeson Trall

by Dr., Stan Knick, Director, UNCP's Native American Resource Center

[Author’s Note: Now that
the Congress is seriously talking
about Lumbee recognition
again, il seems appropriate (o
re-visit a series from a few years
ago which discussed that topic,
I'his is the last in that series.]

As European colonization
moved through the cultural
landscape of the Eastern
Woodlands, Native American
population, language and
culture had to change. In the
1580s, when Thomas Harriot
and his comrades traveled to
villages near the soon-to-be
"Lost Colony" at Roanoke
Island. Harriot recorded that
many Native people died
immediately after his visit.

He wrote (Harriot
1972:28): “...within a few-days
after our departure...the people
began 1o die very fast, and many
in short space; in some towns
about twenty, in some forty, in
some sixty, and in one six score
[one hundred and twenty],
which in truth was very many in

. respect of their numbers...; the
disease [was] also so strange,
that they neither knew what it
was, nor how to cure it....”

John Lawson, who traveled
extensively among the Indians
of the Carolinas, estimated that
by 1705 the Indian population
had already been reduced in
epidemics by five-sixths (83%)
everywhere within two hundred
miles of white settlements
(Lawson 1967).

This would encompass all
Indians between the Charleston
and Jamestown colonies,

including everyone in the land
of the Lumbee. By 1738,
similar population decimation
by epidemics had reached all
the way to the Cherokee in the
mountains (Adair 1775).
Isolation and coalescence into
new Indian communities
such as the one here at "the
Settlement (Evans 1971)" --
became the only way for Indian
people to survive in eastern
North Carolina.

Language also had to
change. Because it was located
near the geographical interface

of three language families
(Algonkian, Iroquoian and
Eastern Siouan), "the
Settlement” was a place where

Indian people from different
languages and language families
coalesced. In the course of a
very few generations, all that
would remain of the original
core Lumbee language was the
word itself: Lumbee. By the
time of permanent colonial
settlements in Robeson County,
the Indians had already learned
to speak English (Dial and
Eliades 1975).

Culture also had to change.
Many of the external elements
of Native culture had to be
hidden as a means of survival.
Christianity and European styles
of dress became necessary
adaptations. But something
important remained. The
Lumbee knew -- and the vast
majority of them still know --
that they are Indian people.

Why should the Lumbee be
recognized by the federal
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government?
reasons.
They should be recognized
because this is their ancestral
land; they have always been
here. They should be
recognized because their
occupation of this land has been
consistent, as is shown in the
archaeological, historical and
genealogical records. They
should be recognized because
their name is as old as the river's

There are many

name. They should be
recognized because despite
epidemics and wars,

disenfranchisement and
oppression, they are still here.
They should be recognized
because they have held onto
their Indian identity, their sense
of who they are, when it would
have been easier to leave all that
behind. They should be
recognized because even though
they no longer speak their core
ancestral language, they still
remember its name. They
should be recognized because
they have persisted in the
culture of the heart, in holding
onto what it means to be
Lumbee. And there are many
other reasons.

But in the final analysis --
in view of all the evidence --
they should be recognized
because it is right,

For more information, visit
the Native American Resource
Center in historic Old Main
Building, on the campus of The
University of North Carolina at
Pembroke (our web address is

www.uncp.eduw/nativemuseum).

Did You Know?

(NAPS)—America's farmers
are revving up their combines in
preparation for an anticipated
high-yielding harvest thanks to
new corn technologies. One prod-
uct protects corn roots from dam-
aging rootworm larvae that feed
on corn roots. According to the

USDA, the corn rootworm pest .

costs farmers $1 billion annually,
earning it the nickname, “the bil-
lion-dollar bug.” Called YieldGard
Rootworm Corn, its new and con-
venient technology is available to
combat this costly pest. For more
information, go to the American
Seed Trade Association’'s Web site
at www.amseed.org or call a seed
supplier.

If you already have a wooden
deck but your railing isn't look-
ing so hot, you can easily retrofit
with vinyl railings. CertainTeed
offers secure rail mounting
brackets for applications sure to
accommodate any deck layout.
For a complete maintenance-free
system, you can even slide a
vinyl post over an existing post.
And unlike wood, CertainTeed
railings come with a lifetime
warranty. For more information
on keeping your family safe with
a decorative vinyl porch or deck
railing, cdll the CertainTeed
Home Institute at 1-800-872-
8777 or visit
teed.com.

www. certain -

Keeping the Circle Healthy
Forums scheduled

Keeping the Circle Healthy will be the them for the Amencan
Indian Commumty Health and Human Resources Forunis (formerh
the Amencan Indian health Summint) this year

These health and human resource forums, sponsored by the NC
Commussion of Indian Affairs. in partner with the US Department
of Health and Human Senices Office on Women's Health. the NC
Department of Health and Human Senvices Office of Minonty Health
and Health Dispanues. the Division of Public Health, and Eastern
Regional American Indian Rural Health Outreach Project will iden-
tufy federal. state and local resources. describe ways to build state
and comu:-anity partnerships and discuss community capacity
building and economic development for mtrrm ing the health sta-
tus among American Indians in Nonh Caro

Agenda
8:30 - 9:00 am Registration and Continental Breakfast
9:00 - 9:15 am Welcome and Opening Remarks
9:15 - 10:15 am Strengthening Tribal Communiues: Economic De-
velopment and Capacity Building
10:15 - 10:30 am Break and Exhibits
10:30 - 11:00 am NC Mental Health Reform: The Impact of American
Indian Communities
11:00 - 11:30 am State Health Programs
Health Insurance for the Children (NC Health Choice) and Senior
Prescription Programs
11:30 - 12:00 pm Engaging the Tribal Community (o Improve
Healthcare
12:15 - 1:45 pm Buffet Lunch and Exhibits
1:45 - 2:45 pm Models for Partnering with American Indian Commu-
nities
2:45 - 3:00 pm Break and Exhibits

" 3:.00-4:15 pm Collaboration with State Local Human Service Agen-

cies to Share Resources
4:15 -4:30 pm Closing Remarks

* INFO Buddy Bell 910- 521-0887
Registration fee: $25.00 (includes continental breakfast. lunch.
breaks, and participants materials).
Exhibitor fee: $50.00 (includes mealsand ski lcsi
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Our Weightless Sleep bed embodies an entiely new
sleep technology. It's recognized by NASA. And widely
+ | acclaimed by the media. It's recommended worldwide by
- | more than 25,000 medical prolessionals. Moreover, our
high-tech bed is preferred by countless stars and cel.
ebritics, people who demand the best.
Our scientists invented an amazing
viscoelastic sleep surface: TEMPUR"
pressure-relieving material. It reacis
to bodyshape, bodyweight, bodyheat
Nothing mechanical or electrical Yet it
molds precisely 1o your every curve.
Tempur-Pedic brings you a relaxing,
energizing quality of sleep you've
never experienced before. Thats why
91% ol our enthusiastic owners recom-
mend us to their [riénds and relatives.

Please call us toll-free, without the sllghltsl obliguion
fora FREEDEMONSTRATION KIT!

No springs.
No air. No water.
No kidding

No better bed than Tempur-Pedlc

Free Sarrliefﬁu Video/Free Info

FREE IN-IIOMETRVOUT CERTIFVCATE

GWEDISH MATTRESSE S AND PILLOWS
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Billy “Doliar Bill” leemlme

Board of Education, At Large

| “Investing In Our Kids Today, To Make
Them Our Leaders Tomorrow.”

*Paid for by the committee to elect Billy “Dollar Bill” Oxendine.
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"GOSSIP”

GOSSIP CAN DESTROY GOLDEN FRIENDSHIPS,
GOSSIP CAN BE A BARRIER TO GREAT FORTUNES,
GOSSIP CAN CAUSE CONFUSION TO A NATION,
GOSSIP CAN CREATE DOUBTS IN MINDS,
GOSSIP IS A POISONOUS WEAPON, WHICH
'CAN SLAUGHTER INNOCENT SOULS, AND
CAUSE MUCH GRIEF TO OTHERS.
PEOPLE SHOULD SPEAK ONLY TRUTH SO
' WE CAN HAVE A HAPPIER WORLD.

DIVINE SOUNDS MINISTRY

. L] .
L b Ll L L L L L T T T T T T T [ oy e Y I T

o




