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l, are now strupeling with their misf

of the whole on the ‘bill making pro- |
| vision for persons wha have received:
Enown woundsin the revolutionary war.

Mr. Varnum in the ¢haire

A conversation took plice between
Messrs. Griswold,” Helms, Euatis,
Macon, and Eimer, on the adequacy |
of the provisions of the Hill to the ca- |
ses for which it was provided ; whens_l
en motion of Mr, Eustis, the com-
the house refu mi leave

deliberae  attentlon of the house,— |
To be sireif there was a great press
of imporant business, we would acqui-
esce in is postponement. But this
was not th case. There was nobu-

siness tefore the house of pressing

importzices He was in favourof a
fair andfull investigation of the sub-

jeet. ‘motidn to make it the or
| der of the day for the last day of the |
ess ; | fession yhéh the press of other busi- |

select committee that introduced it. : ; ‘
Mr. Hill called for the order of the | s the mation was withdrawn, he |
day on the bill to prohibit the impor- || would terpfore call for theyeas and
tation of certain persons, ke, | nays. - J
When Mr. Bayard requested the || Mr, Bacon said his mind prepon- |
giatleman to wave his eall for one deratedpgainstthe claim. But tohim !
moment, to enable the house to take || it nppTd that a postponemient to
his resolution fespecting French spo- || such a fay would be the same a8 de-

inekstigation whatever—

parpose of giving it a proper disposi- | tained by the vote of the house, it
tien. Hisobject, soms days since he ' would surely trequire more than one
called it up, was to have it ref2rred to .{day tomake the necessary arrange.
committee of the whole house, notto a || ments for garrying itinto the shape of

it;*n_lﬁbn on that day: His | alaw. !
::?:u now thie same, and his sole Mr.Bayard. No doubt the obser-
wish was Ahatfit #fogld be referred, | vationof the gentleman fram Massa.

any reasons assigned, gentle- | ject the
€%0%¢ me for calling the .| opgit to
yeas and pays. I hops gentlemen
'will so far at least comply with the
forms of justice as to suffer the case
to be considered, whatever may be
the ultimate decision upon it. {
Mr. Randolph said he would ask '
the gentleman from Delawars, whe-
ther he had secn any indisposition in
that howse to discuss the lllbjcct. For (partvis beard. Many of our citizens
his part he had seen none, either in | who have incurredlosses, suppose they
the house or in any individual mem- | have en equitable claim on the go-
ber.—fle felt no objection to take up | vernment. The claims have been an-
the subject at any time, and to dis~ | nonaced in the public papers, and in

maltogether. Gentlemen
consider that our sole object |
1 is to bring into discussion the cluims
of ourcitizens. | donot undertake to
express any opinion on the wvalidity of
, the claims.
| is less personally or locally interested
than [ am. But [ do not think that
no claim whatever of the meanest na-
ture should be decided uron until the

the time of the |zens ! For what do we ask? Sim. |

(flogs. He was scriousjin

No member on the floor |

| tunes, prduced by French spoliations,
' whom the bopes of velief from go-
vernment has saved from ruin. They
wish to know their fate, and no longer
to be keptin suspemse. Let their
claims then be decided at once; and
if gentlemen are ready to say they
| shall not be indgmnified for losses
{ which but for the renunciation of the
treaty they would have been indemni-
ficd for by France, let them say . so.

the treatys The most respectable le-
ters bave been received frém France
o this effect ; and Mr. Ri said the
fact was within bisown persbnal know-
ledge. ;

Under these ecircumstinces the
cloims eught to be tuken up, and deci-

calline of the yeas and nays ; as it was
impossible to expect that any thing
_that would be effectual, could be done
efter the st of Mareh, as all the mea-
sures adopted by the honse required

is beliel,
that if his motion ‘should ¥e Ndopred,
there would be full time sllowed for an
investigation of the subiect. He was
in favor ofthe distant day Le had na.
med, in as much as he was convinced
it would protect the honse from the
unnscessary consnmption of a great

| dealof tinfe, avd which if taken up

now, would interfere with the trans-
action of much important business.ee
Full time would still be sllowed to de-
cide the question of indémnity. He
did not know thot more was required

that was required was a decimion pre-
paratory to a law. In his opinion this

moindisposition to a fyir and il dis. ! disctjninatien Begwredh
cussion. It was undoubtedly a serious .| loss Ot io)
question. There were a number of  28th of May, 1738, “the 7th of J
Tespectable characters intercsted in || 1798, and the 9th of Jaly, 1793; and
\the decision—respectable, because | cases of losses sustsined after those
‘citizens of the United States.—He | periods,” ' '
 hoped their claims would be treated|| F rom the late day of the session in
 with all the candor and liberality they | Which thié report was made, no order
| ad a right to expect. He apprehend- l was taken on it, no discussion washad.
ed that two or threg days were not | By this part of the report facts are of-
sufficicnt, amidst the croud of other . fered for consideration § data are fure
‘husiness at the end of a session, for a |

‘cases of

Nished ; a discrimination in point of
“sit { ness wopld ubséutely pr:-:l‘le an ;;_-E It is known that France would have | fair and full examination, . [ tim®, and of concse in pomt of merit,
#gain, andrecommitted the bill to the *| tention 10 4t wils tantamoant™ to a‘res’Lindemnified for these losses, but for|| Me, Dawson hoped the motion | is made ; and the final defermination

issubmitted to the howss, |
A sense of justice to the miemoris
alists and a strong sense of public du
require that we meet the question
come to & decision. Those who ape
pear already to have judged the quess
E ton muy possibly seé in the states

‘would prevail. A resolution in a great
measure similar to those now. propo-
sed by the gentleman from Delaware,

,bad been qffered some time since by |
agentleman from New-York. It was

- mover to refer that motion to a com-

‘mistee of the whale, and negatived ;

' ded upon speedily.  If thegentlemen| afisrwards & motion was made to ree ; ments Which have been tmade and
liations laid some days since on the | claringthe cluim should not be atten  was serious in naming. o late a day,| feritio a select committee, which was |, the arguments by which the cloinh
table, into consideration, for the sole ' ded to. I the claim should bLe sus- . the house must be troubled with the !

‘alsa negatived. He did conclude
from these decisions that a majority
of the house were not dispoged to dis-
cuss the merits of the question this
 session.—FHe believed this was still the

{ shall be supported, reasons to alter

:their opinions. In any event and ese
pecially after a discussion, in case of

| 40 adhéPence to those opinions

. &ppear already to have formed, if they

—

| sentiment of the majority, who con- || fail to produce conviction on others,
_the concurrence oi the senate, and the |

sid¢red the subject as not yet ripe fer| e ¥easons on which they ground

o gy R bt g B B
| mind was made up, he was against I : _ '
leim ] Dot e We Wetwithstanding n |, 8y WHan that moved. for) 1sball mote
favour of u full “iscussion of it. Thel-:h:: o lr:ﬁﬂ:’lmgozﬁt::; f-: :::
bj d b ttended to. Th - ¢ € :
‘:‘;uj‘:‘:“:: app?i:le.d ﬁ‘;tzeazon h‘; {-. comuittee of the whole, together with
gone intoa luborious investigation of ;! th’c msolutioh under consideration. It
it; and had made a report containing | will be also proper at that timeto give
| very important statements and facts. !:l:ie::mdh:::u"&‘:: ‘:;u'::mﬁ’l‘:
He wished the considerstion to be so ! _°‘5"'"_
far delayed, as to allow time for the || ground on whick they rest their clllrz
| printing of this report. He wasagalnst | “'"" 3¢ brought again into view, an
‘the postponement to the first day of || Y K';’l'“g them a rll;“ll '::,:‘:““’“ snd
March ; but thought the second Mon. || fonsderation, we sha elter ena-

day in February would answet. | bledto come 10 a just decisien. These

| €uss the subject, than had been mani.

whethér there be ;g_zam for .
stistained before the acts of the

s s gy

: | details of ajaw, | peelecision,  He therefore thoupht the ! those opinions tay be uselul to the' ¢
and a day namigd for its considzration. ‘| chuse:ts is correct, that a postpone- 'l Mr, R. Williams'said he never per- (taking itup at an early day would Nouse, and will accompany and nsmz 3
As, however, said Mr. Dayard, it may | meat to the last day of the session is | mitted himself to propose @hy thing | only serve to waste time. the vote they shall finally give. Whe \,
be voted down’ how; aw it then - was; _in effeet’ cisely the same a8 to re- o that house in which he #as not sew |

this session by any body. Hehadnot!| Mr. Thatcher said he felt gratified \clains (like conscience) are of noparty,
guss, or rather to hear the gentleman | petitions on the files of this house.—Is | heard any member say that a law!' af the house possesing more liberality, Ilhc nisfortune hmbecnlhdltcril:mmu, i
from Delyware discuss ig.  He hoped, | it then fur this house 1o say they will | would be necessary this session. All! in giving an opportunity now to dis- "\d Risto P'e expected the Buai deter-
therefore, the geptleman would not | not attend to the petitions of our citi- | minstion will be just.

= —_— - P, ’
; . Trigg, Van Cortlandt, R.|/important that our merchilits should :cn-;d,h&mdmdayﬁ _ lnnniz;nhed upon by a sebs¢ of
4 "gan rfnns-rs;'?u, tv?;‘:‘,lli:m, Winn. —26. . ||Be extricated from their pmsent em-|'  Te gentleman from Pcplurl‘inh‘_ public  dity to bestow upon them a
use of Representatives. The resolution was referred to the |/ barrassments. They wish 14 know the | b%.d mistajken him on the point of cou-{/ coul _asd deliberate consideration,
ednesday, Feb. 2. committee of the whole without op- ddet.ionof congress on thele clyims. }) scieace. This was not astonishing as|) whith ofh ordinary occaslons was ex. {
The committee to whom were re- position, ' _ || This cannot be done if the gresent mo. | that gentlethan often makes mistakes' tended > dpplications of an individual v
ferred. memorials ‘from citizens of | When Mr. Bapard moved that it || tion obtain : for the subjedih tha' ¢ | He had said nothing . sbout the zon-(land imfeHor nature. - The common - '
Washi Alexandria, was [ be made the order for Monday next. || vent will be precisely dispabd 77 this | science of that guueman;.u'h_wlz courde tiess brings this subject PR
aathorised to by bill or other- || Mr. R. Williams moved the 3d of | session as it was the'last. %% » then-| nothing about it. - He had asked whe- || t6 view. It will be recallected at the \
wise on sach altera s may in || March. : , s referred, at an early period| to acom- ' ther the gentiemen were unwilling to - last Session of congress, the memorials ,
|theie opinion be deemed proper inll  Mr. thought it- was best to || mittee, with whom it_slejptuntil near | trust themselves, lest their owa con-  of the elaimants were referred to the !
;h.:i-ﬂn government of the dis- || take the resolution up fairly & decide | the close of the session, wien a repart | seienced should compel them to an ' ‘conslderalion of a sclect committee~ \ 3
trict of Columbia. : itat once. . | merely of fact was made. b rt | act of justice. This was all he had | That comtuittee reported a state of O X |
The house took up the amendments {I' - Mr. R. Willlams said he was will- || was then made at a late ¥ of the | said, and it had fiot beer: said with a- . facts, andtlosed their report with the A
of the committee. ‘whole to the [ling to meet it fairly ; but h;nmought i;e!niom and the,h:; mbe took it u&- | my view to impeach the c?lcienc'e of H fomm;:m SR (’ ' :
respecting co “vicesconsuls, || one day sufficient for the ‘investigas | It isnow proposed to ned | any gentleman gn the subject, ' A € view of the cass, '
bill : g b i Is, ﬁ:‘. ’ . g : until a very Inte dayol'}’hin i polnd | E:mBuccn hoped thi]s busitess ' the comnlittee submit it to the bouse, '
gng to the amendments, ||  On Mru Bayard's motion respecting || it will then not be taken up} wouldbe o conducted as to shew & !o‘-krnt:i-!uth_er the ent .
_ trer ymendements, the¥l . « «  Freach spoliationg. i d vy aeblie. Whtew Lhwf'h; _negcn_-, disposition on the part of the howse o' of the Unled States bc,inuymr.;:
se ordered the hiflede engrhssed. . Mr F hadnd, ' smen gt’t..h .2. sany | meet theae claims o w,hﬂwm_pnumﬁu ; |
for a third reading to-Hhorrow. aying,% a gu agreat || ho #ind urifortuniate merchants , fair pringiples, and o w $o-mé . d.
The honse w:nt into a committee || moment &nd one well wortby . of the

e T .

m in taking
by calling the yeas and nays.
M. Bayard said he had seen an in-

Mr. Hollund advocated a full Qlse

fested before. Attempts pyade during cussion, and the assignment of ab car
’ -

ply for a diiscussion, and that a deci- | || the last session to discuss the subject ||

Was an improper time 1o Ciscuss the |
tsion shall not be made, until those '

in the house to discuss the

leman from Virginia had not seen
was that he was not in his place
on the day he had before moved that
the ressdution should be taken up.
Had he been in his place, he would
have seen that a motion to take it
into consideration had been rejected
' ‘without & lirﬁle reason being assign.

ed. But under the assurance of the
gentleman that there was no aversion
10 consider the subject, he would wave
bis call for the yeas und nays.

Mr. Randolph said he spoke only
for himsell.

Mr. Bayard replied that he then
persisted in the call.

The yeas and nays were then taken
on llunglpr the resolution ; and were
Yeas 65~ Nays 26—as follow :

VEas—<Mesrs, Alston, Bacon, Bai.
ky, Bayard, Bishop, Boude, Bowie,

Brent, Campbell, Cutler, Da.
na, Davenport, Dawson, Dennis,
Dickson, Early, Fimendorf, Elmer,

s, Foster, Goddard, Grege, Gris.
Hemphill, Hill, Molmes,
ungcr. Hunt, des, Mattoan,

oore, L. R. Morris, New, Newton,
jun. Perking, Plater, Randolph, Ran-
doiph, Pm. Read, Rutledge, She.

m“ C. Smith, Joslas Smith,

Taliaferro, Tlﬂ!ﬂq;i

Tenney,
Thomas,

enc. Wadsworth, L. Willinms,

L N
{an—!lmrs. Archer, Batler,

Holland, Leib, Meriwether,
+ Yo J. Smith, Vieg. Stanfold, Stan-

subject; and the reason why the |sball be heard. Are gentlemen wne |

|| tions of this pature, which he thought

y Girove, Hastings, D. Heister, !

+ Stanley, Steward, Stanton, .

Ecm, = llinglast, pos
y Upham, Varnum, Van

1, Cllr.{.?l7l.n. Condit, Davia,
v Hanoa, J. Heister, Hollm.'

who consider themselves apgrieved

, willing to trust themselves, lest their
own conscience should compel them
to an act of justicef

| stain from going into the merits of the
subject. will only repeat thiat there
s no petition however worthless, but

‘ the honse pays it a decent respect ; by
referring it, and allowing time fo- jts

examination. Wil they then in o

case of such magnitude as this where

there are so many claims, so varionaly
characterised; will they refuse this
ordinary measure of respect? 1 will
expect a different decivion from the

* Justice and candor of the house,

Mr. R, Williams ssid he would

- withdraw his motion, and moved that |!

, the subject shou'ld be made the order

| of the tL_v for thelat day of March,

i which would allow suffcient time for
a full and fair investigation.

Mr. Smilie didnot know what the |
from Delaware meant, '

! gentleman

merits of the subject; he should
therefore make no reply to observae

(|had been improperly offercd at this

But I will ab.!

stage of the business.

Mr. Bayard said he had fallen into
the same mistake with his honourable
friend from South-Carolina, in consi-
dering the gentleman from Northe
Carolina, as not in earnest in the meo-
tion he had rhade. He bad not the't
| him serious, as the day named by him
' was 50 late-as not to allow time suffi.

cient for a fair discussion. The gen.
[tleman was not & new member and
l bis experience could tell him how im~
| periqusly the house was btcupied du.
| ring the two or three last days of its
| sitting, in detnils indispensably neces-
sary to complete business already be-
gun.  He had seldom known the
close of a session when it had not been
necessary to set on Sunday or till mid.

| when he said we were not willing to |

trast our coosciences, . Fle hoped e.

science s himsell.  For his own part,

| iTthere was time to discuss this  sub. !

feet, he would be willing to Near: it
discosard, and it would then sppear
; whe broyght the merchants into their
misfortunes, and who orcasioned their
losses.  But as he believed there was
not now time, he thought it best 1o
tpane the consideration of the sub.
ject until the next semslon, when it
| would fully appear who had been the
|| friends, & who the enemies ofour mer.
chants, Inthe mean time, he would only
add that he world never be ohe of these
L who would conwent 16 tax the
" eoltural interets of the country to pay
the merchants,

Mr. Rutledge observed that it was

very gentleman had as good a con. |

night. How then could It be expected
that at such a period even the sem-
blance of justice could be done to the
subject!  YWhereas if it were earlier
sttended to, they might consult their
own convenience. 1 it happened LU
had heretofore been the case, that t).e
had more time than they knew what
to do with, & much earlier da
could be fixed on.  Bur should the
subject be postponed till the gt day
| of March, it wight be said if the
house should not then go into & com.
mittee on it, that a day s0 late had been
named with & view of deferring the

and justice, should go into its congide.
ration, it would putit In the power of
* minority, or even a few members,
to prevent the transaction of other

{ had ended in nothing. This session

|| (Dr: Misehell,) had offered a resolte

Y || conversant with the course of business

to the next sestion. While if
m«. actuated mmninhy'

Iy day.
When the yeas and nays were ta-
ken on knaking it the order of theday
tion, it had been negatived. The mo- | for the 1st of March,und were yeud
 tion of the gentleman from De¢laware || 7"5:")’:(:3' of Mr. Barstd & web
(Mr. Bayard) totake up the present sl 3’ o‘:':l‘tr frtlrh' u’:end M“-
remlution had also been negutiyed.— lidey i‘n F:bmary ' ine @
{ o PO & Sesieioble. majority v;{u || The house wentinto & commities of
|| for taking it into consideration. %11 4ha whote on the bill s sont dhé
was however surprised at the motions im.port;;:zfc:n;in ;rf;.;ﬁham.
| Semoabiog the, sensiderstion of (ho |, FIRSTIIA S cariils pertoms Smith
| subject the order of the day for the ' lh:th l - v
| It and 34 of March, »s they would in ".!.h. b’llhori nated 8- baindad
effect frustrate all discussion from the | e S in ey e udedl 2gy ~
{ press of other busines®s The subject lbe titizens of W ilmington, N,
i was of inlaits 1 &b, toillions || C- 884" is contemplated 10 guard, by
| depended upon. the deciaion: The ! the imposition of heavy peniies, be.
merchants * were anxicus 16 know (he || Against the introduction to the Uni.
|| ted States, ofbrigands from the French
result. A state of supperce wasof all /! cil-ln;luci.
then Pt of e Do prem. WVhy 1) e cobiiires brbgrevesl to e
:3““.‘ dm‘:d:n? of & ;il:;hl: cobsiderstion of the bill, reported
IS opinion jus o w : ' y :
house ought "ot 46 shut their ears? || PRORTRSS, and oblained leave to sit o
Mr. Eustis said whatever may have ' Thuredny, Februsry 3
b "

e u"ﬁ:rm".: ;rﬂl:,:: o::rd :.:» | The bill entitled ah act supplemen-
the intentions of gentlemen on thisor 'ATY 10 theact concerning consuls and
sny other occasion, he had no dj vice-consuls, and for ihe further pro-

iw 10 eoquiremthe 'ﬂ"dﬂ!t)’l?ihl teetion of American seamen, was resd

when the gentleman from New.York

Y || postponement will be 1o preciude a de.  Athird dmeand passed, '

liberate  discussion. e house aguin resolved itaelf in-

1o & commitiee 6f the whole on the
bill to prevent the importation of cere
[taln persons, whose importation was
probibijted by cevtsin siutes, and made
" amendutents thercto

P’m.'. kb 4,

A mestage was received from tle
president respecting  certain  com-

Those Mmore |

 knew better than be did, Ue presgure
of business - hich necessarily c rovded
the last days of a session ; snd he was
| more averse to the motion from the »-
vows| of an honourdble genilenen I
from Virgiois (Mr. Dawson) who had
risen to support the motion, snd o

{(vowed his principal rehsoh 1o be A pluints made of the incompetency of
conviction that the present cobgress kering of NewHumn
| ought pot 10 take ahy decisive mea- 10 dise the dutios of »

| wures on the sibjeet of the ¢laime.—
| Hediffered widely from that gentle.

Indepepdently of

judme oithe United Ctates.

rred 0 2 sleet robrmitter,
' On maton of De. Miw bell the me:
morigh of the merel ante s0d mands
~ factyres of York consected with




