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LOUISIANA.

MEMORIAL.

ON THIS QUESTION—WHETH-
ER IT BE ADVANTAGEOUS
FOR FRANCE TO TAKE POS-
SESSION OF LOUISIANA ?

——

€ Presented to the French Governmént

by Mr, Livincsron, the American '

Minister at Paris.”
Translated by Mr. NaxcreDE, !

THIS question presents itselfin two
points of view :—First, in the relation
of commerce and manufagtures :—Se-
condly, in these of the positive or rela~
tive force of France. -

Colonies do not excite interest for
‘their own sake, but only as fespects
the influence they may have on a na- |
tion ; and as one man alone is more
useful by remaining at home, than two
by removing at a distance, a wise na- |
tion does not seek to colonize, until
she has a superabundance of popula-

in any other way.
Though very considerable, the po-
pulation of France is very far from bay-

tion, which she cannot usefully employ ‘
1
|

ing reached the term which renders |

‘colonies necessary : Her soil climatg,
and local situation give her, as a com-
mencial, and gspscially as a manufac-
‘turing nation, great advantages over all
the nations of Europe.

its inhabitants, place her in the first
rank. But those advantages are won-
derfully abridged by the want of ca-
'pitals sufficient to make use of them.
A rival nation, greatly inferior in every
one of these particulars, has, by the
effect alone of an immence capital,
obtained the superiority, [not only in
commerce, but also in manufactures ;
& these advantages, by incceasing the II
national fortune, furnish it with the
means of maintaining that very supe-
ricrity,

Capitals increase the number of
manufactures, by the ‘inteoduction of

machiues, by tne regular payment of ||
workmen, by the reduction of the. in- |
terest of money, and especially by the |

posaession of new markets.
None but rich individuals can un-
dertake those slow and expensive '
speculations, which often give the
superiority to a taanufacture.

ages, relurns from which are siow ;
they are reserved for the wealthy,
who can give credits long enocugh to

tempt foreign nations to give his ar- ||

ticles the preference over those of o-
ther nations, which cipttl a quick re-
turn for their's,.  The want of capitals
in 'France, ig such, that no manufad-
turer has at his command & guantity

of articles sufficient to answer the de- ||

mands ; and consequently ne foreign.
er can be sure to obtain from his
French correspondent wherewith to
make his returns without retarding his
vesselin port, or, at least, without bes
g obliged to take a considerable
quantity of articles of inferior quality
picked up in a number of different
manufactogies ; so thatif he commits
any fraud, no one can be chargéd with
1t This renders the character of &
manufucturer of very little importance
in the eyes of a French workman.
Hence when a foreign vessel, espe.
cially ifowned at a great distance, sells
ber cargo in France, she is ordered to
take nothing but wines or hrandies,

because they are the only articles !

which the awner is sure to procure in
suficient quamtities, in the fixed time.

(n England, on the contrary, he will
find all serts of goods, in one hour,

trom oue manufaciory, the reputation |

of which would suffer, if the whole
supply were not of the same quality
With the sample.  This consideration
Will ever induce a forelgner to apply to
an English, in preference w a French
merchant, for a purchase of goods of
the same kind. Hence cargoes wre
sold in France, and the proceeds cor-
tied to England, there to be sold for
articlos which France might supply,
il her manulacrures were rich enough
1o anewer overy demand, in & short
tUme, without compelling the pur

" chaser to have recourse 10 A great
mumber of mannfactories.

This inconveniency can only be re-
moved by increasing the capitals of
manulacturers. It would be too great
A deviation from my subject, to point
out the means of obtaining those capi.
tals s but it s evident, that they must
be consideruble lessened by the form-
i3 of & Navy, st the expense of mag-
wlactures, &r b
f¢ nation in

The spirit of !
invention, the taste and industry of '

A poor |
merchant cannot undertake long voy- |

using the capitala of
istant sountries. [l is

 beyond doubt, that capitals open nev
| channels for nothing is more _naturai
for merchants whose capitals are small,

the part of Brokers or Commission- Mer.
chants, to those who can supply them
with goods on credit ; and for this very
reason, England lost nothing by the
independence of America, Her im-
| mense cupitals have created a monied
depéndence, which, in a commercial
relation; replaced the suprémacy she
lhiad lost in the government. The in-
crease of capital in America, frees it
in'some degree from that dependency,

of extending her commerce, and even
| to-offer capitals to other nations, which
know how to caleulate the value of the
| anarkets which she offers to munufac-
tures and to the fuxury of Europe.

nies beyond the seas add nothing to
the force of a nation, these are, on the
contrary, weak points, which are guar-
ded at the very great expence, both in
men and money, especially if they
be in hot and unherlthy climates.

‘I'he question, thercfore, is reduc-
| ed to this.—Has France a superfluity of
ment and money great rmmgh to ju.ﬂrﬁr
the settling of a new colony

Those which France already pes-
| sesses in the West-Indies and at Cay-
|l enne, are more than sufficient for her
wanls, and even the wants of all Eu-
.| cope; if they were cultivated so as to
produce zil they dre capable of. But
how are they to be cultivated ? Ex-
perience Has proved that ‘the inhabi-
tants of hot climates never work from
want: Force alone can supply the
two great spurs to {abor in Northern
climates, hungerk cold, which nature
has pleced inthose severe climates.—
| Hence slavery alene-canfertilize those

{ «wolonies, and slaves cannot 'be procur-

ed butata great expence.
| The Spanish part of Hispaniola was

[ Almost uncultivisted for wantof slaves.

| It‘ig now possessed by France ; and,
to render it of advantage, it will be

| necessary to lay omt iamense capitals ||

in slaves, in buildings, and in improve-
| ments of wncultivated lands. Otbers
| will benccessary w0 make up for the

to'mention the other islandss  Where
are those capitals to be found? Men
who trave] into distant and unhewithy
climates are teldom wealthy,  Vhose
riches must therefore be found n
France, or in some country that has
a suprfluity of capital.  If they are
found in France, it can oaly be, toa
| certain degree, at the expence of in-
ternal manufactures. It may, how-
ever, appear advanlageous, in o Da-
tional point of vicw, to encourage the
use of the riches of France'lur that
ubject; considering the extreme fertility
{ ofthe French West-Indies, & the pre-

|

|| sent situation 4f culture, those-funds
will soon yield o profit. But as lung as
money will command so high an ter-
est; so long as the interior of the
Republic shall offer monied men a

'} shall lic in so few hands, it will be

4| difficsdt to induce the majority of

|| them to dispossess themselves of this
capital to send it ;t a. distance, and
run the risk of the integrity of their
| ageats and all those whem recent
examples have taoght them to dread.
Foreign coin was fomerly mtroduc-
ed mw France through the United
, Provinces ; but the prepent state of
the Dataviun Colonies, and the losses
thew have sastuined by the war, leave
but lirtle hope, that much may be used

1! in the restoring of French Colonies.
| The United States possess consider-
{| able capitals in mopey, and produc.
tions necessary tothe restorstion of the
i Islands.  No great credit, in money,
'| will probably be given tothe planters ;
| but with suitable encouragements,
| there is no doubt they will be wble 1o
obtain these productions which must,
| were it not for that circumstance, be
paid for in cash, end the commercial
speculations of the United States will
extend to the French Islands, when

|

shall have been restored, and when
il experience shall have convinced the

{
2NN,

|| percent. is pail upon articles intro.
duced by strangers.

thanto content themselves with acting |

and by lurnishing ber with the means -

1t will be readily granted,'that Colo- |

 losses of the Frencli part of that, not |

sourte of-apeculations, and property |

the public and private credit of France |

|| people how unwise itis to establish a
revenue upon foreign trade, while it |
'8 in fact collected from their own citi- |
At Hispaniola, a duty of 20

This duty is in |
fact pard by strangers, and it happens |
thut frand, and the bad administration |
of Custom-Houses, is, ss usual, &
wurce of vexation for loreign mer |
chants.  But it is the planter whe fur. |
nithes (he money, for this tax is al |
ways sdded w0 the riu.uﬂ"cnil

-

| an interest is advanced upon itasa
compensation for the vexations which
the captains experience in their coms
merce. What then is the . effect of
that operation, if not to take from the
planter ope forth part ot the money
which he had se much difficulty to
get from France? Or otherwiseto stop,
by that means, partly the re-establish-
ment of the capitals which alone €an
render the Isiands finclly prodyctive?
I say finally, for itis folly to believe
that they -will yield to Francé a com-
pensation for hér actual outsets, une
less it be after a great many years. 1
will even say, that unlessthe ports of
Hispaniola e open to every vessel
loaded with articles of negessity, un-
less the inhabitants have the right of
buying cheap and selling dear, by en-
couraging ¢he rivalry betweei“the sel-
“fers and purchasers, unléss every sort
of vexation is removed, & steamgers re-
ceive every possible sceurity for their
capitalsin the Tslunds, ages will pass
away before Hispaniola will ccase
draining France of its riches & strength
without offering her any equivalent re-
wrn.

l It is, thercfore, evident, that if
l Frafice had no other possession be-

yond Lhe szas, except/her islands, it
might easily place all the capital of
which she now can, and probably
hereaflter will be able to dispose ip a
long scries of vedrs,

b Tt if to all this, we add the im-
mense possessions in Guyanna, her
productions, and the capitals necessa-
ry to carry the whole ot it te s full
vialue ; if we add the serfiements ne-
cessary ta'be made in India, if the de-
sign be to bring into the ports of
France that variety of articlos which
invite exchanges, and give commerce
its due activity, we shall find that one
centuny at lesat will pass away before
| France may want possessions of that

kind.

But as Frunce has, like other comn-
tries, but a éonfined capital, the on-
| Ir rlncstiun 18, where shall this capital
be placed 7 shall it be here? in the
[ West-Indies? at Cayenne ? i Iudia,
| or at Louisiana ? Foritis obvious that
| what wil be placed in one of those
I settlements will be at the expence of
mnothar ; it is eyually so, Jhat the na-
tional expenditures will increase with
her colonies ; and that, in case of war,
{ thie points of aitack and defence will
be multiplied in the same ratio.

Able statesmen have questioned
whether colonies were usefulMa acoun-
try situated fike France ; but my de-
sigh is not-to examine this theory.
| Ffance has colunies;—she has invit.
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riches to them; honor requires.that
she keep and protect them ; but she
18 under no obligation (o create new
ones; to multiply points of defence ;
te squander away the capitals she
wants at home and abroad. How could
the

her? In the first place, its cultivation
’ is to be carricd on, as in all warm

|| in buying them, or the sluves them-
selves, would have been carried 1o the
|| Islands, if this new channel bad mot
|| opened. This rivalry will raise  the
price of slaves for the planters, and
may thus much retard the scttlement,

On their arrival at Lovisiana, the
slaves will be employed in the barren
occupation of felling the large forests
with which this immense country is
covered, 3 labour but Ifitle suited w
slaves, for it requires being long ac-
customed to the ax; and force and
activity are scldom found in slaves.
They must be clotbed, fed and main-
tained during whole years before any
{| profit can be derived from them.
| Whatl am abont to relate may serve
|| to determine that perjod. In the North.
thern and Middle States of America,
the usual term of a quit-rent lease in
the pew lands is ten years free from
rent, and after this the lessce peys 13
|| bushels of wheat for every 100 acres
(| forever. It s, therefore, obvious,
|| that the first ten years are considered
i| as a time of expence, during which
'| teim the owner requires no payment.
| =But in the Southern States, tew
lands canngt even be given out wn
those terms, because the white plan.
ter sets & higher value on his ) [
and the clearing of forests requires
)| too grest outsets for suy onc but the
owner of the land.

Who then will coltivate Louisiana
with sluves ! Who igthe titizen will.
ing to bestow Jarge espilald upon ve
precarious nwﬂ with the pros.
pect of a Jistant !

It may be ashed, why does it not
happen in the Southern States ! 1t i
stswered, o, beshlee pene are

V.

ed her citizens to go and carry their |

M " |
Pu!lti:m-l‘l of Lousiana be useful to

countries, by slaves; the capitalyspent |

7’ P

southenly

ly, because the Southern States,
arc mostly sarrounded by the sea,
and by mountains, the whele popula-
tion of which is white, and which cut
 off thy communication between the
slaves and the vast forests of the in-
| tetior parts. B
Batlet us suppose all these difficul-
ties overcome, what commercial ad-
L Yan. can France derive from the
| settlemment of this colony ? The pro-
| ductions of Louisiuna being the same
with those of the West-Indies, ne
advantage is to be reaped, for the isle
lands, being-well cultivated, will suf-
fice for the wants of Frauce, and even

‘from Louisiana, would only lessen the
price without adding any thing to the
(value, apd France would be obliged, to
| prevent the ruin of those whe had em-
ployed their funds in the colonies, to
imitate the Duatch, who destroy their
spices and teas, when the quantity of
these commedities in Europe is large
enoagh to cause a depreciation eof
their vaiae.

The productions of Louisiana, which
do not grow_in the West-Indies, are
only Tumber, and perhaps rice ; but it
is certain thut those preductions, con-
tsidering the difficulties of procuring
them in a hot and unsalubriows cli-
mate, will not cover the outsets, or, &t

would be procured by raising them in
the islands, ip procurving the same
orother and more valuable articles.
' The proof of this is found in the
| United States, It is not from. Geogia
ror South-Carvclina, that the West-
 Indies are supplied with Jumber, but
fchiefly from the Northern States,
pwhere forests ore more scarce and
'more valuwble than in the South.
| The conse of this is, that thesupply-
cinyg of lumber, the mills necessary to
prepare them Tor sale, all these are
the work ol free hands, which are sa-
tinfied with a noderate price.

I ehall presume furtherto lay down,
however, paradasical it may seem, that
it is not advantageous for France to

supply berself with lamber even if she
conld procure it fromh Louisiana. |
| bave 1wo reasons to offer:—\Vhat
lumber, the Northern Stutes supply
hercolomies with s pald for ia mo-
lasses and some rum. - The first
|article costs the planter nothing,
for, were it not for that, this would be
- an useless prodyction of s sugar, and
the sccond is bt & very nroderate ex-
, pence for distilation.  If it were con-
sumed in Americn; molusses would
the thrown away as uscless, and this
fwas the case when America was a
British colany, because Freach com-
| merce does not offcr auy other market
for that commodity. .
[t may therefore, be said that the

Hl:lumn have from the United States,

lumber for nothing. Sheuld, onthe con.
[trary, & settlement be formed in Lowi-
|wiuna for the supplying of that article,
every expence and outset of this es.
tablishment, all the lubour necessnry
{to cut, saw, and transport it to the
Il'p‘.nce where it i to be sold, would be
{a real loss to the nation, even admit-
{ting that the cutters and other men
|employed, should take, as payment,
{molasses and ram ; because thelr la-
|bour would produce nothing to the
| hatron.

| Butit is certain that Lovisiana could
not furnish a market for molasses or
jrem. Itiswaly in N. England, ( North.
ern-States) that those articles arc con-
sumed.—The inhabitants of the South
prefer srdent spivits distilled from
gram, apples and peaches, to those
distilled from molasses.

On the supposition, thercfore, that
the planters supply themselves with
lamber in & French colony, exclusively
at Louisiana, they wonld pe forced o
pay for it in money or objects of real
value. If the right of supply innot ex.

ef ola southern climate cannot work
08 cheap an the robust son of the
North,

It might be thouglt that molasses
would still find o market in New-Eng.
land, though ik were no longer the
| price of lumbe ree-1t would be an errer.,

hey oave ne other reason 1o tahe i,
|than it being offered them in ens

clum: for-an article for which they
" bave few other markets.  Let the coe

‘ from grei r”l:n .
apirits n apples, ke, will i
mediately be substituted fc tfoue

immediately be b v "Then it
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from the coldd of winter, which ren.
ders savage lifc very difficult to men,
bern in hot climates; and secend-

doubly distressing to the colonics.
Itis, thercfore, very evident the co»
lenizing of Louisiana would, in & gom
merciul point of view, be
to France, because it
capitals which would be more 1
cemployed in the other colonies ; be-
cause those capitals would lie dom
mant for scveral years, and because,

for individuals, they would add
ing to the ‘national mass, and
have no other effect than to v
price of colonial  produce,

i
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 deast, will not yicld the sameo profits, as | the possession of
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scn the profits of their labon -~
At might however be t
Fm L
| ford one more market to
nutactures, and thus com
expence of the natien
ment.  This question
ticular examination, and
sioning or'the consumption
manufuctures may relate eith
 free or bond populitioh.
llitl::! the rieeclmthqt s to
' mustere emigrants from France,
it wil bchzompg:d of that
of the people which mot only
support themselves in
besides, inciease the nationa)
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I their industry. For Frunce is notovers

burthened by bher population, and cone
sequently every emigration will form
 vacum somewhere, or abandon some

. wseful branch which will no langer be
| enrvied on*  The emigrant carries a-
| way with him a portion of the ral
' good, in the mans of the uctive

labour of the mother country ; he al
%0 carries away with him a portion of
| the capital, for he never goes with
I'empty hends, and, as | bave already
| observed, ten years must pass awa
 before his settlement produces be
| his first necessaries.  He must, &t the
same time, live with the strictest ecos
womy, -for having nothing to offer in
| exchunge, he receives scarcely
' thing from the mother country,
the nature of the southerly climates
‘ requires very few of the artcles nes
cessary in Eurgpe. It Is, there
beyond all do‘.u‘f'n.... as e? lboh"l:
aent emigrant, the few articles fur
mished him by the French manpfhe-
turer will not cover the Joss which the
nution will Justain of his own labour ;
betides, he will consurie much less in
America than he would in France,
besides his m ur, the m&‘“
who supplied his wants in both
tries, will bew loser by his

t Block populution will still less gone

tribute to (he support of French man.
ulactures, becaase their
in articles of dress is very

even in South-Caroline it nlg-nt
res &

amount to more than
year for each negro. At
where the winter i still less severe,

vlllbnnl:\mdh proportion ; it
consist in cotten, |
in the C

| gled from the United

y will not « mount to more
Gllllin. i‘ is null becavise the labour. |

!

from
suger, because (he of rum would
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whole were

profit of the

for ench

W“'Cdl in
cenl in every other
ufscture, the differenc
lsres Prench duc
- produce of the ; ‘

| be sct-up again, at the renewal of hos-
\allEurvpe. ‘Theintroduction of those | tilities, so that the misfortunes which -

are the consequence of it would be

injorious

admitting they should be produictive

. .

r#éﬁ_

:
7

b

- &

uiver amm-wﬂ E‘-m .
“ which wust be ihe whole

MNM

-

— P ‘et ' L3
Y the ¢h
’ A
) \
you |

. N d
g e i




