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Loxpen, Nov. 20.
THE LATE METEQR.

Tur Meteor seen on Sunday night last,
between eight and nine o'clock, attracted 1.1.\e
notice of all those who huppened to see 1t,
for a considerable distance round the metro-
polis. Ithad an aval form, and was followed
by sparks which gave it somewhat the ap-
pearance of having a tail. It emitted a very
vivid blue light, It moved with greatveloci- ‘
ty in a north west direction, and disappeared
by enteringathick black clond ; a fv&lsc—
conds after whicha most awfal rumbling
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noise, like distant thunder, ora heavy dis-

de ‘were particular-

40 much alarmed that they screamed out.
A letter from Southampton, of the 14th,

~says—‘‘Yesterday evening between eight and

nine o'clock, the inhabitants of the town were
much surprised ata great and unusual ap-
pearanceof light in the element, about sixty
degrees above the horizon; in the W. 5. W.
quarter, which illuminated the buildings, &c.
in its passage upon the opposite poiut of the
compass. [t was not: visible more than 18
or 20 seconds, thé night was fine, the hemi-,
sphere clear & starty with a moderate breeze
from the westward ; the streets were in ge-
neral pretty much crowded; the evening
service at the different churches, &e. having
conchuded but a short time beforethis passing .
meteor was discovered.” !
Between eight and ning o’clock on ‘Sunday
night, the. same ball of fire appeared
over Lewes, which far severdl seconds
illominated . the hemisphere in ‘an ex-
traordinary manner. A person returning
from Brightanon the roof of a coach, asserts,
the light wasso strong that it enabled himte
see, not only the cattle and sheep in the dis-
tant meadows, ‘but also the shipping at sca.
Its bursting was fél at several ibnses, which
it actually shook, and so alarmed their inha-

e
A e and genvine republicans ; but by u long

bitants;that they started from Cheir veaty as il
in fear ofbeing overwholmed with - destrye.
tion, J
On Sundey evening the inhabitants of Re-
chester and neighbourhood, were much a-
larmed by the ancommon  Tuminous meteor |
which appeared in the aie. The Light was
8o great for the space of a minute, that ob-
jects were disterned ata considérgble dis
tance. It was followed by atremulous noise.
This phenomenoh is not calcdated to ex-
cite that terror and dread which in the dark

A i » . .
S aes of superstition, the designing were wont

to raise. A comparison of well authentica-

"'-_I;-’;. ted facts authurise a conclusion that similar

gvenls are by no means uncommon ; byt by *
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B happening in the day time, or aftey the inhy-
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bitants have in general rvetived to rest, they

are obhserved but by few ; and the velation,, if
2 mede, discegarded ;  and it is perhaps, as

uch owing to the tae of the evening in
hich this meteor appeared, #s Lo its .magni-
nde and Lrilliancy, that it has excited much
uriosity,  From the errcumstance of its ap-
warance at Dover, Cranbrook, Chelmsford,
wes, Brighthelmstone, and Southampton,
compared with.4te appeavance at London, it
scems Lthat the by which occasioned this
light was movingygth ineredible swiftums at
b vast hcight above the carth, in a direction
early W.oor S, W.and in a hne passing to
he sonthward of the const of Essex. . Ac-
pilingly we expect inthe course of time to
ar that it was seen in France, and proba-
y further in a south west direction, and in
ontrary divection across England, Wales,
d perhaps Ircland, It was observed neay
Horse Guagds, in Westminsten, 1o pase
L3R or Jhlegrees to the southward ol the
nith, and about 28 or 29 mivietes ufiers
y thatclock, which is well and constantly
gulazed to keep true time ; the whole
me the light occasioned by the meteor Jast,
. was not estimated to exceed five oc six

ongle.  From the height st which this me-
eor was moving, and its velocity, we have’
out little expectation of hearing of its fyll, or
of any of thowe masses of iron angd . stony
mattees which bavein so meny well authen-
ticated westances, tallen feom the atmosphers,
Bl buricd thewselves in the carth, un.the..
prursting or exunction of so many simwlan
peteors.  Should however, the noise of the
1 olany sdch masses be heard, or tha boles
discovered dn any part, we hope that the
prious will not fxil to thoreughly iny csligale
¢ facts for the .purpose of increasing pur
howledge un this very intncaty and curipus
.I" €l
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o the Editgr of the Political Observatory.

I send vou this 1'*I-Rc

LAN beiog lwperfeet, government there.
Dbrcomes dudispensible. A republican
erniment 1 the best medium .’Rl!lll the

exiremen of anarchy and despotismme
ese have bocn termed two monsters, haed
ba.overcome. ‘The former of these has
erally Leen detected and conquered with
e, and most Trequently without blogde
tbut no way hds ever yet been found
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out to destroy the latter, though after prey-
ing with ferocity_for centuries upon the hu.

man species, but to drown him in a sca of

human blood—Beware of this monster.—
Truth is a divine attribute, the foundation
of virtue and happiness and the best weapoh
of defence. Hence the republican, in the
support and defence of his naturgl rights
needs no other weapon but to act consistent-
1y with that firm bagis. But when the de-
signing aristocrat - finds himsell detected in
his endeavours to introduce an arbitrary sys-
tem, we behald volumes of scurrility issuing
forth, and the truth in retrogade. It is tho't
however by the best judges, thit neasly se-
wen eigiats of our federglists areac heart

series of misinformation; backed by the au.”

thority of a few aspiving avistocrats, they are |

traditioned inte-a-wrong belicl of things, and
the cunning intrigues that have been made
use of, have overpowered and imposed on

" their mistaken credulity and they act by an

implicit faith. They believe as they have
been taught, viz. that federalism contains the
essence of those principles and libertivs for
which they dared to forsake every enjoyment
of a domestic kind, fly to arms. and visque
both life and fortune to defend ;. and that the

tenets of the democrat are wothing more

than a wild, frantig, incobierent -system of
argon, impregnated with French vevelution-
ary phylosephy, tending to anarchy, deism,
atheism and a total subversion of all their
rigrhts and privileges, both civil and sacred.
I feel, sir, sensibly affected in behall of this
infatuated, innocent and valuable partofthe
ccommunity.

Speak to this people, Mr. Editor :—=Tell
them that the two opposite spirits which pep-
vade the United States at the present day
arevery nearly the same as those formerly
known by the name of whiz and torye=thar
the one favours but too strongly of old “mo-
nnrchy, whilz the other inculcates the natu-
ral and unalienable rights of 1nan. Ask
them, by what spivit thgy were stimulated to
march forth with heroie zes] to fuce-tUie bold
veterans of Europe, to jeopard their lives in
the high places of the Gelds to meet thehot~
ril clangor of martial inuplements, to con-
front, with undaunted covragre, the’ dread 2 r-

tillery i ryin and deaih? €ven the same spi- |

rit whick they are now inadyertently oppo~
csing, thesplrit of that liberty awed freedom
winch was given us by God and nature,—
Tell them that a, world of eralt and imrigue
were used to prejudice ~dind embitier the
minds of the people of the United States n-
gainst the French pations  Tell them thatall
the arts of sophistry, stratagem and wtrigue
were exeried W aggravate and inevease that
prejudice i that to this end a Cannibal's P ro-
gress was lorged, circulated, read, and wo
much believed,—4 Peter Porcupine, aliss
Cobbet, was sent. from Britain 10 sow the
seeds of disgord, publish the Ligodyduoy,
&co—Tellthem of Br. Morse's lodjres of il-
Tuminati establialied in Americn, which have
never been henrd of since they were first
conceived in the brain of the gond Docton—
Tell them how it was proclaimed that our
bibles would be burnt, our mecting  houses
pulied down, and our religion desiroyed, if
Mr. Jeferson should come in president; and
how, nething of this has come to pass, oris
likelyto come to passe  But instead-of this
tell them that religion has remarkably 1evi-
ved in many parts of cur land, that the. new
converis miz geperally the friends of M2, Jel-
ferson and his administration, that Mg Jel-
lceson has cantributed large sums of money
for the propagation of the gospel among the
heathen, and supports a clergytrm upon  hLis
Lwi-expence at bome. - Lol thom bow the
present government has put,an cnd wa the
slarming  increaseof the public debt;, and
thinned the swarnis of placemen who, thyeat.-
ened toeat out our substanee~how it has
abolished usclesy offices, removed oppressive

hyslems of taxation, so that we have po morg
an odicus stamp act, excise land tax, super-
visors and assessors, nor sedition laws, alicn
laws, navy<loans. army-loans, and elirht per
cente Joans, but instead therenl arg paying off
our publio debt at the rate of seyen millipos
three hundred thousand dollurs a year with
fiothing but the old impost as eptabilishe! uip
dee the formee sdministiation. el them:
fuvthermore, that the herdic gentlomen, who
would have waded in blood for the purpose of
Laking poypsession of New.Orlcuns Ly forge

of arma, ;!u now despibe 1o reegive thpt and
the whole tereitory of Louisiana, by the
peaceable negociation of the President, altho’
purchaned for a song in comparison with it
real worth and consequence 1o the United
States.  Tell them that the taking of Newe
Ordeans by force, would most certainly have
involved us in w war with Spaln and France;

then must we have implored the assistance of
Creat Britain, who woulid vindoubtedly have

been ready o protect uson her own terms.
In & word, tell them that federalism was con-

ceived in the Faex or Hilniltonian junto,

lax ip embryo till the time of Jay's treaty, and
by n preternstural growth under the last ad.

ministration, was rapidly’ adyancing to the

sisture of a giant, but thank heaven, is now

overthrown and lies convulsing in the agos
nies of disselution,
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Thatleading federalists arein loye with
British and with, arbitrary government, 1s
apparent to every observer in many  puints
of view that I shall not here jmention: but
shall just observe that the federal Newspa-
pers do generally abound with high encomi-
ums on all the wsnsactions of the Eritish
government, whetherit be thedestruction of
Copenhagen and the murder ol the innocent
Danes, og the prostration of the rights of
conmerce, and of the liberty of its own sub-
jectsy  Furthermore, 1 saw not long since,io
a federal newspaper, the lollewing cXclama-
tiong % the democrats ave continnally whi-
nikgr about the costs of the British govern-
ment, andthe immense sums lavished away

to support the satellites that suround the

throne," und then by way of retaliation goes
on to state the  enormous sums settled on
Buonaparte and bis connections.  But how

oes the cost of the French or British go-

verntent congern  us, otherwise than we
wish well v the people of both-nations ? It

L appeais, however, plain and obvinous that the

author of this accusation does ardently thirst
for mopavchicul government,’ to have & king

~.and nobles in this country, and aretinne of

satellites surrounding the throne, (without
doubt he would compose one of the tumber)
also an established religion (doubtless pos-
sessing preat power and splendor) ecclesias.
tical laws, established on a firm basis, bish
ops wod peace drawing salorics from the
crown suflicient to maintain their families in
lusury and cuse, whils the great body of the
people would be redaced to sluvery, without
the hope of alleviution, orthe means of deh-
vering themselves from their wretchedness.

Naw, Mr, Editor, il the people will heur
thedalk andrecéive licht, it will be we!l lor
them : otherwise we enn only lament that
they should live onin darkness and die under
Lhe viour AN 0L SOEDTE R

County of Cheshive, Deg, 30, 1803,
N. B. 1f1 should be abliged to talk agaii,

cgiry 1 shall endeavour to tall a litle more
¢ Plaine

- iz T € A — .
[The followingy ‘wilectienate Address [rom
De. Prrestinvito M JYFYeRsSow, s o
dedication of a valunble work, which is to
tive for ages, will be a sufficient guard op

the mind of posterity, amdinst the criminal

invectives, buse- misrepresentations, and
clandestime purposes’ of unprincipled men.
The work; in four volumes, is 2 continna-
tion and com pletion of Dre. Priestiey'y Ec-
clesinstical History.)

FOTHOMAS JERPERSON.

PRESIDFENT oF TuE USITED STATLS,
“y

My kigh respect for your character, as a
pokitician, znd a qnany malles me  desirets to
coniect my name i somt measire with
vowrsy wifile 5038 in iy power, by micans of
sutlnk publication, to doit.

The first part of this work which bro't the
history to the fall of the Western empire,
wisdeticated to a zealous friend of civil and
religious Hberty, but ina private station.—
\What he, or any-other friend of liberty in Fue-
rope, could only doby theis guod wishes, by
thewr writings, or by patient suffeting, you,
Siryare setvally accomplishing, and upon a
theutre of great and growing: extents

It is the boast of this comitry that'it has a

constitution the mostfavourable, 1o palitical.

liberty, and private bappiness, of anyin the
vorld ; and wll say, that ‘besides vour grem
merit with respect  toseveralarticles ol the
fisst importance to public liberty ip the. in-
strument itselll* you have ever bren one of
the steadiest fricnds o the genvine prineiples
and spivit of t; and to thiv opinion"your
condaret e varfous public bffizes, and sow in
the higheat, in this ltee state, give the clears
cst attestation. .
Many have appenred thie friends of liberty
while they were'subjectamo the power of o-
thers,and espedially when they were suffering
by it j=ebyut I da pat recollect one besitles
yoursell who. retained the same prineiples,
und. acted'upon them, in ¢ situation of actusl
powers You, Sir, hive done more than this,
Laving  yoluntarily proposed 1o relinguish
part of the power which the constitution gave
you ; mud anstead of addhnyr 1o the burdens
Ol the peopley” you have endoavoured to ligh-
en them, though with the necessary. conses
quences o a proportional diminution of your
influence.  May this ‘great example, which |
donbtmot will dgmonstrute the practicability
of truly republican principles on the eguel
rights of all the members of a stabe, by the uc-
tual existence of a form of government cal-
culated to answer alf the usefnl purposes of
government, (giving equal protetiion 1o ull,
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® When the Constituiton way vrwed, Mr,
Jefferson was abseni on the vervice of My coums
try in Evrope, but on recowving a oy of 1t he
wrele tirongly to Mr. Modiuon, urging the want
of pr .r-u.-rm‘f..r the [recdom of religion, the Jree
o ! the prede, the tried by jury, the habeas
corpuiy the pubstitution of a mitana for a rayd-
W fur% wraon i.lfrrn rerereatton fo the srcies
¢f oll the rights net :'H.ljmﬂr gronted 1o 1he
e Mr. Modisen according(y moved in the

|| it revvion of (.'urg-r:s)'cr these omendmirts, =

and they were apreed o, and retifed by the stares

i o® :.ﬁ-_.wn.:n.!.
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and leaving every man jn the possession of
every power that he canexercise to his own
advantage, without infringing the equal lis
berty of others) be followed in other covn-
trics, and at length become universsl. The
eyes of all the civilized, at least all-the chris-
tianized, part.of the world, are now upou this
country ; as being evidently in a state of
more rapid improvenrent than anyother was'
ever lmown to be 3 and I trust that, eventual-

*lyy your administration will be ablessing not
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anly 1o the United States of Awerica, but to
all mankind. _ :

Another reason why T wish to perfix-yowe
name to this werk, and mere appropriale (o
the subject of it, s that you have been the
strenuous and uniform  advocate of  religions
as well ns of cin! Jiberty, both in your own
state of Virginia, and through the United
States in yeneral 3 secing in the clearest
light the various and great mischiefs that.-
have arisen from any pabticular fornd of reli-
gion being favoured’ by the state more than
anyother.  In consequence of this the pro-
fession ane practice of redigion is here as free
as that of phylosophy, or medicine ; and
niow the experience of more than twenty years
leaves little room to doubt, that it is a state of
things the most favourable to mutuul candour
(which is of great importance 1o domestic
peace and pood neipghbourhiood) snd to the
cause of all rruth, that ol religion least of all
excepted.  When every thing is thus leftio
fiee discussion, there con be no doubt bue
that teuth will inally prevail, and cstablish it~
scif by its owen evidenee 3 and he must know
tittle of history, or of human nature, who can
imagine 4hat truth of any kind will be ulti-
mately unfavourabie to general happiness.—
A mun must entertain a secret suspicion of
his own principles, who wishes for any ex.
clysive advantage in the desencey or profes-
sion of them. .

« Having fled from a state of pereecution in
England, and having been not without some
cayse of apprehension in the lute administra-
tiwp-bere, [ feel the preater satisfaetion in
theprospect of passing the remuainder of
active lifey when I naturslly wish for repose,
under vour protecticn.  Though 1 am arris
ved at the usual term of hyman life, it is now
only that Fean say ! see nothing 1o fear from
the hand of puw;-r. the goverument under
which 1 live being for the Best time tyly fa-
wvourable to e And though I' think it has
been evident that I have never been impros
perly swayed by the principle of fear, it is
certuinly o happiness to be out of the peasili-
hty ofits influence, especially towards the
close of life, enjoying a degree of peace and
rest, previons to the state of more perfect rese
from lsbour in the grave ; with the hope of
reing to a state of greater activity, sccurily
and happiness beyond it This is all that
any man can wish, or have in this world ;
and this, Sir, under your administration 1en-
;'?!'.

Vith the most perfect attachment, and e-
very good wish, 1 subscribe myself, not your
subject, or your humble servant, but your
sincofwhtimirer.

T JOSEPH PRIESTLEY.

Northumberland, July, 1802,
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CONGRESS.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Wcu':.:.f.t'..:,, Febi 15,
My, Nicholson reported a bill for in-
corporating the Theutre association in the
eity of Washington. Neferred,

Mr. Nicholson reported a bill providing
for the settlement of sundry claims 1o public
lands lying south of the stawe of Tennessee,
which was reforved. .

MY, L&ib observed that ag account of the
most extraordinary naturc had been recently
laid befure the house by the Navy department
respecting the expences of the MarineCorps.
Itwas indeed a phenomenon wvaccounts. It
was of such a nature as required the interpo-
sithon of the House, cither to snnihilate or
reform the office of accountunt of the navy,—
‘The statement was a species of non descript,
never secn before in the Upited Siates.—
T'rom it, it appesred that the public moncy
hud been expended in a most extravagant way
without any efficientchecks  From it it likes
wise appesred that the licutenant colonel
coramandaut had united in his person the of-
fice of quarter-master, forage-musier, come-
missary and pay.master, without check or
controul.  There was a high necessity, Dr,

N

Mcibsald, when the government was looking

to économical reforms, 10 altempt some ree
fotm in this depariment of cxpences. It
wis his opinion that the office of the account-
unt of the navy ought to be abol'shed, or, at
any rate some salutary reform ofecied. Ho
theércfore moved the following resolntions

“ That the commivee of weys and means
be Instructed 1o enguire into the expediency
of abuhishing the office of sccountant of the
navy, to reptriby bill or otherwise,”

Mr. Ju Clay said be had no objections to
the parsage of the resolution=but he would
state for the information of the house, that
the committee of ways® and meons had the
subject, together with that presented by an
enyuiry intothe expediency of sbolishing the

v



