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CARVER’s TRAVLLS.
(Cortinued.)

kY f{ R. Adair begins avith obferving,
IR that though fome have fuppoled
tirc An ericans to have dckcended {rom
the Clnnete, yet ncirther their religion,
laws, o1 cufloms agreein the leat with
thofe of the Chinefe ; which fufficiently
proves hatthey are not of thisline. Be-
" ies, as our belt thips are now almolt
half'a year id fafling for China (our au-
thor does not here recolle® that. this is
{r-m a Fighnorthern latitude, acrofs the
line, and then back again greatly to the
northward of it, and not dire&ly athwart
the pacific ocean for only ore hundred and
leven degrees) or from thence to Eu-
rope, it is very unlikely they fhould at-
temipt {uch dangerous dicoveries, with
their fuppofed fmall veflels, againft rapid
currents, and in dark and fickly mon-
foons.
He further remarks, that thisis mere
particalz:ly imprebable, as there is reafon

to believe that this nation was unacquaint=

cd with the vie of the loadftore to dirc&
their courfe. China, he favs, is abcut eight
thoufand miles diflant frcm the Ameri-
car continent which is twice as faras the
atlaniic ecezn. And wearcrot irfcim-
ed by ary ancient writer of their maii
time fcill, or {o much as any inclination
that war, befides imall coalting voyages.
The winds blow, likewife, with little va-
riation from ealt to weft within the lati-
tudes thirty and odd, porth ard fevth;
and therefore thefe could not diive them
ot the American coaft, it lying dire&@ly
contrary to fuch a coufe.

Neither could perfens, according to

this writer’s accournt, fail to America
from the north by the wav of Tartary or
ancient Scythia; that from its fituation
never having been or can be a mzritime
pever; and it is utterly in.pra&icable,
h: <ave, fer any to cometo America by
fea fr-m bar quarter. Befides, the re-

maning taces of theur 12ligious CCICIme.

cuitonms are
quite oppoeflite to the like vettizes of the
oi¢ Scythans. Even in e 1pndera
northern cliimataes there is nct to be ijeen
the leall truce of any ancient Ratcly
buildings, or of any thick fanicments, as
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_aré faid ro remain in the leis heal b regi-
ons of Peru Mexico.

And feveral ofthe
Indian natiors aflire us, that they cicll
ed the Miiiillipi teiore they made their
prefent northern {ettlements; which,
conneéed with the former arguments, he
concludes will fufficiently cxplode that
weak opinion of the American Aborigi-
nes being lincally defcended from the
Tartars or ancient Scythians.

Mr. Adair’s reafons {or fuppeling
that the Americans derive their origin
from the Jews are,

Firft, becaufe they are divided into
tribes, and have chiefs over them as the
I{raelites had.

Secondly, becaufe, as by a firi&® per-
mancnt divine precept, the Hebrew na-

tian were orcered to worfhip, at Jerufa--
lem, Jehovah the true and living God, fo

do the Indians, filing Lim Yeyowah.
"The ancien: kea:ben, he adds, it is well
known worlhipped a plurality of Gods,
but the Indiars pay their religicus de-

voirs to the Great beneficent {upieme

holy fpirit f fire, who refides, as they

think, above the cleuds, and on earth 2l-- |

fo with unpolluted people. They pay
no addoration to images, or to dead per-
fons, neitker to the celeflial Juminaries,
to evil {pirits, nor to any created beings
whatever..

Thirdly, becaufe, agreeably to ‘he

theocray or civine goverrment of Iba
el, the Indians thirk the deity to be the
immediate head of their Rate.

Foorthly, becaufe, as the Jews be
lieve in the minifiration of angels, the In-
dians alfo believe that the higher regiens
are inhabited by good ipirits.

Fiftkly, becauie the Indian language
and dialc&s appear to have'the very id-
jom and genius to the Hebrew. Their
words and fentences being expreflive,
corcife, cmphatical, forereus, and be'd 3
and often, both in letters and fignitcati-
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Sixthly, beezute they count their time
after the manner of the tishrews.

Seventhly, beeaule i conforniiy to,
or ajier the manrerof tiic Jews, they have
their prophets, Ligh-pricits, ard oiker re-
ligious crders

Lightly, becaufe their feflivals, fafls,
and r:liziousrices have a great refems
blance to thofe of :ke Hebrews.

Ninikly, becaufe the Indians, before
they go to war, have muny preparaicry
ceremonies of purification and faltuy,

like what is recerd«d of the lirasliies.

Tenthly, becaufe the fametalte for or-
naments, and the fame kind are made
ule of by the Indians as by the Hebrews.

Thefe and many other argumens cf a
fimnilar nature, Mr. Acair brugs in {up-
port of bis fovourite fj flem ; butl fl:ould
Imagine, that if the Indiars ate really
derived irom the Hcbrews, ameng their
religious ceremcries, on Which he chictly
feems to build bis byyothefis, the prirci-
pal, that of circun:cifion, would rever
have been laid afide, and its very remems-
brance obliterated.

Tlus rumercus and diverfe are the
opiricns of thefe 'who have kitherto
written on this fubjc&@! I {tall not, how-
ever, cither endeavour to reccrcile them,
o1 to point cut the errors of each, Lut
proceed to give my Cwn {fentirents cn
the crigin of the £ mericzns ; v Lich.are
fourded ¢n corcluficns drawn frem 1le
n oft raticral zrgements ct the wiiters 1
kave menticred, erd fico my ©¢wn cb-
{ervaticns 3 the cenfiflerey of thefe I
fliali lezve to the judgment of my 1ecl-
ers.

Tre tet*~r to intrcduce my cericces
tuies on this bead, itis reccdiany Inli (0
afcerizin the ditanceste.werr Anera
crd thofe parte of tle hubiialle gucle
that app1cach nearcft to it

[To be coztirued. ]



