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lr’,'.-r-r..-" te Du? thou Falt veturs:, Had they
wabeen lofe thus, they might hive continued 1n
3; th=tr Labour ‘and Sorcow for their appuinted
f Tune, and at jaft peturned to Dait, .“'”"""’f“
Bany wel_l-‘»grf::dcd Hopz or Coantiience ia
od : They Mt have looked upon themfclyes

as rcjcaed by their Maker, delivered up to
Trouble and Sorrow in this lW’or!d, a:d as
ing no Hope in any other. Upon vs Foot,
?:.::Eicve. th%u could have been no Religion
keft in the World ; for a Senfe of Rcl:élu!‘
- without ﬂg, is a State of Phrenzy and [if.
traélion,. void of all Inducements to Lote and
‘Obedieace, or any thing' elfe that is Praife-

worthy. 1f therefore (God intended to preferve -

them as Obje&ts of Mércytfit wn‘a%oluuly

to communicate o much ope to
?hc:;{?z might be a ratione! Foeyndaiion for
their-futire Eadeavours to reconcile themfelves
20 him by a better Obedience. This feems to
- be the primary Intention of this firft Divine
Prophecy ; and it was peceflacy to the State of
the World, and the Condition of Religion,
which could not poflibly have been fupported
~without the Communication of fuch Hopes.
The Prophecy: is wdlmtlz;lﬁ'ﬂ to this
Pnrp-ﬁ.wﬂmikﬂz_ conveyed fsch Hopés
o our firit Parents. For let us confider, in
~What Senfe we may fuppofe them vo.underftand

the Pmﬂmtz + Now they muft neceflarily un-
waderf ophecy, either according to
 the eaning of the Words, or accord-

Tuch. Me ax a3 the whole Circum-
2 m of wrhich they are a -
i .~ 106

erflatid the Words literally, a that
ant them fnviobo'm:lwﬂn:d..thu_.&ﬁge

P ne that
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to Man, whom he had ruined by fe

:\1 h" f'z. . 4. J..;_-
be thort and ful! of Mifery, and his © nd with-
out. Hope, to et Rim know that he thouly
now and then knack a Souke on thie tead,
but not even that, without Paving dear f,.
his poor Mitory, thir the s ke thould ofteq
bite Lim by the ez, Adar, furely, could no:
underitand| the Praph Cy 1n this Senfy, the'
fome of hig Sons hay of underRood ¢t 3 @ plain
Indication how much more fome Men are con-

cerned 1o maintain 4 hitergl lntcrprclatlnn of

Sciipturey than t.‘n:): arc to make it fpeak com-
mon Scnle,
lately abfurd and ridiculous, let us conlider
what = Mesning the Cucomitances of 1),
Tranfalion do nece Lanily fix to the Words

this Prophecy.  4desm'te upted by his Wi,
and the by the > Peaty bud fallen from thei,
Obedignee, and were 110w m the Prefepce of
God expedting Jadgment.  They kness fu'!

"well at this| Junéture, thdt their Fall was, the

Ficiory of the Serpent, whom by Expericice
they found to.be an Enemy 10 God andeo A,

_ him
to Sin 3 ta God, the poblet Weork of wholc
Creation he had defaced. It <ould net there-

fore but be fome Comfort te them to bear the

Serpent firft condemned, and to fee that, hagie:.

ever he had prevailed agantt them, he

gamed no f\'n.‘.lury over their Maker, who

was able to aflerr his own Honour, and to
this great Author of Iniquity. By this Me-
thod of God’s Proceeding they were fecured
from thinking that there was any evil Being
equal to the Creator. in Power a_d Dominios.
Aa Opinion which geined Ground in  After-
times thro” the Prevalency, of \Evil § and 18,
where it does prevail, deftcu@ive of all true

The Condemnation thercfore of

Religion!
* the gr;nt was the Maintenange of God’s Su-

premacy ; and that it was fo undtriteod, we
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+ have, if [ miflake qo? very sncient Tefti-
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b '- : indl lhcf ry i f#efi of the
reation ¥, Great ‘Comfort it
ot !‘s§a!t:r tellisg him that kis Days thould

T

: "to Adom,

ob: b God iy

B Doceeved and the De-
ply fubie&t 1o His Com-
% The Belief of God’s
h is the Foundation
preferved, it was il
S fch Hopes as might

m ‘ rapab EReligion toward (od.
Hopes .chegv@mbld wot but cunceive,
when they heacdifed mthe Mouth of God that
the Serpeni’s |\ ¥ Was not a coimplete Vies

tory over evgn theflielves 3 that they and theg

Pofterity ﬂlua' to coneft his Em-
pire; and tho' they were to {uffcr much in
7 % g

the

Leave g this therefore as abie-




