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- {rom ancien
" and trif:al' to thofe who know no better. Ufe
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th}opheEy {hould appear fo light

of it.,
Known unto Ged_are all his Works from the

Beginning ; and whatever Degree of Light he
thought fit to communicate to our firft Pa-

rents, or to’ their Children in After-times,

thera is no doubt but that He had a perfect

Knowledge at all Times of all the Methods by

which he intended to refcue and reftore Man-
kind ; and therefore all the Notices given by
him to Mankind of his intended Salvation,
mult cotrefpond to the great Event, whenever
the Fullnels of Time fhall make it manifeit.

‘No Reafon can be given why Ged fhould at

Times, or at any Time clearly open the Se-
crets of his Providence to Men ; it depends
merely apon his good Pleafure to do it in what
Time and in what-Manner he thinks proper.
But there is a neceffary Reafon' to be given
why-all fuch Notices as God thinks fit to give

{hould anfwer exa@ly in due Time to the

Completion of the great Defign = It is abfurd

for being_obicure ;

our Ey€s.

thercfore to complain of the antient Prophecies
for it is challenging God
for not telling us more of his Secrets. But if
we pretend that God has at length manifefted
to us by the Revelation of the Gofpel the Me-
thod of his Salvation, it is neceffary for us to
fhew that all the Notices of this Salvation gi-
ven to the old World do correfpond to the
Things which we have heard, and feen with

All the antient Prophecres have exprefly -Po:'nted

*out and characterized Chrift Jefus. Butit muft

be formed in this Manner: Al the Notices
awhich God gave to the Fathers of his intended
Salvation, are perfectiy anfwered by the Coming
of Chrift. He never pramifed or engaged his
‘Word in any other Particolar relating to the
commop Salvation, but- what he has fully
made good by fending
tion. Let us try thefe Methods upon-the Pro-
phecy before us. If you -demand that we
fhould ﬂié\w yol & priort, Chrift 7:]::: fet forth
in thig Prophecy, and that, God had limited
himfelf by this P-omife to convey the Bleflings
intended by fending his.ewn Son in the Flefh,
and by no ather Means whatever, you de-

- mand “what I\ cannot-fhew, nor do 1 know

- who can, ~But. if you enquire whether this

“he—North-Carolina M A

The Argument from Prophecy
“therefore is not to be formed in this Manner :

his Son to ogr Redemp-
" acknowlege to be the W
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‘Meaning of it, in that Senfc in which our firft -

Parents, and their Children after, miglit eafily

| underftand’it, has been verified by the Come
_ ing of Chriff, 1 conceive it may be made as

clear as the Sun at Noon-day, that all the Ex-
pectation ‘raifed by this Propheey, has been -
completely anfwered by the Redemption
wrought by Fefus Chriff. And what have
you to defire more thaa to fee a Propheey ful-

iled exaélly ? If you infift that the Prophecy
‘fhould have been more exprefs, you muft de~

mand of God why he gave you no more Light 5 -
but you ought at leaft to fufpend this Deman
till you havea Reafon to fhew forit. .~

I know that this Prophecy is urged farther, -
and that Chyiftian Writers argue from the Ex-
preflions of it to hew that Chri/? is therein par-
ticularly foretold : He properly is the Seed of
a Woman in a Senfc in which no other ever

" was; his Sufferings “were well -prefigured by

the bruifing of the Heel, his complete Victory
over Sin and Death by bruifing the Serpent’s
Hmd. When Unbelievers hear fuch Reafon-
ings, they think themfelves intitled to laugh ;
but their Scorn be ta themlelves; - We readily
allow that the Expreflions do not imply necef="
farily this fenle: We allow farther, that there
is no Appearance.that our firft Parents unders
ftood them in this Senfe, or that God intend-
ed they fhould fo underftand them: But fince

-this -Prophecy has been plainly fulfilled n -

-Chrijl, and by the Event appropriated to him
only; I wouldfain know how it comes to be

.conceived to be fo ridiculous a thingin us, to
~fuppefe that God to whom the whole Event

was  known from the Beginning, fhould
make choice of fuch Expreflions, as naturally
.conveyed fo much Knowlege as- he intended to
convey to our firlt Parents, and yet fhould

~ appear in the Fullnefs of Time to have been pe-

culiarly adapted to the Event, which he from
the Beginning faw, and which he intended the
World thould one-mﬁg?-iﬁd_'--ﬁ_hith when
they fhould lec,-they might the more eafily
otk of his Hand, by
the fecret Evidence which he had inclofed from
the Days of old in the. Words of Prophecy.

_However the Wit of Man may difpife this

Micthod, yet therg is nothing in it unbecom-
ing the Wildom of (od. And when we fec
this'to be the Cafe, not only in this Inftance,

~ but in many. oiﬁEF’f]_.’-mphecics of the Old Tef-

tament, it isneg without Reafon we conclude,
o that

" to his Coming, fhould ask thefe, or an aniy other—Propheey; i e L R B R B
.{tions ;. or_that the Argument : | |



