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eftablithed, had perfecuted the Chriffians and
~other Diffenters ¢ But Adrian, being of an ea-

fier Temper, tolerated all relizgious Seéts, and
- preferred Peace, both at Home and Abroad, to
every Gther Confideration. In his private Cha-
. ralter, he was courteous and humane, 2 good
Companion and a hearty Friend. Zlius Verus
“was appointed for his Succeflor, but he did'not
long furvive his Adoption. After him Adrian
- adopted Antonius, afterwards firnamed: Pius,
upon Condition that Antonius fhould adopt
Marcus Antentus the Philofopher, and Lucius

~ Verus, the Son of Zlius Ferus deceafed; Thefe-

two were afterwarls Emperors both topether,

= Antonius Pius was a Piince, whofe Charic-

ter came hittle fhort of that of Trajen. He re-
‘duced the Britons, Moors, Germans, Fews, and
‘other revolting Provinces, to Subjeélion.  He
diminifhed the T:xcs, and kept the Colle&ors
of them within due Bounds: To {upply which

Dreficiency in the Revenue; he retrenched the

Salaries of fuch Officers as were of no other
Ufe in their Places but to receive their Pay, it
- being bis ufual Saying, That nothing was more

Sbameful, nothing more cruel, than for thofe Ver-
min to gnaw the State, whs contributed nothing
to its Increafe by thetr Labours. He was much
beloved at Rome; and of gre.t Authority with
foreign Nations ; tho’ he was fo great s Lover
of Peace, that he would frequently repeat that
Sentence of Scipio 5 I had rather fave one Citg-
xeny than-kill @ Thoufand Enemies. He Yeft the
public Treafuries rich, but exhaufted his own
Wealth by his wonderful Liberality. When
helay on his Death-bed,. he fint for Marcus
Antoniusy bis adopted Son and Succeflor, in
whofe Education he had beftowed uncommon
Expence and Piins, 2nd recommended to his
Care the Government, and his Daughter Fax-
Slina.  Then he ordered the-golden Image of
Fortdne, which was always kept in the Em-
peror’s Bed<Chamber, to be carricd into Aar-
¢us’s Apartment 3 after which, his Fever in-
creafing, bhe grew delirious, and in a few Days
expired. - '

Marcus  Anteninus (who had married the
Daughter of Antoninus Pius) and Lucius Verus,
Son-in-law. to Marcus.by marrying his Daugh-
ter, held the Imperial Dignity as Collegues,
and were the firlt two that reigned over Rome
at one Time. - Marcus was very much addict-

ed: to the Study of Philofophy, but not to that
Degree, as to forget he was an Emperor. A -

Rebellion breaking out among the Parthians,
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Lucius undertook an Expedition againft'them,. -
while Mareus continued at Rome, intent on

Affairs of Government, and making fuch
Laws,. as were wholefome to the Common-

wealth. - When the Parthians were fubdued,

the Title of Parthicus wes given to both the
Emperors: Marcus, indeed, modeftly refufed
it at firfty as he had no Share in the Victory,

but afterwards: was prevailed on to accept it;
Luceius has but an indifferent Charaller given -

him by Hiftorians ; whe report, that he de-
voted himfclf greatly to Sloth and Debauchery,
efpecially while he refided in Syrig ; commit-

ting the Care of the War to his Licutenant~

Generals: But Mareus winked at his Son-in-
law’s Failings, and endeavoure
penfation for them by his own extraordinary
Diligence and Induftry.* Aftér the Conqueft
of Armenia, Parthiay and Me dia, Lucius re=
turned to Rome, with great-Reludtancy, as
he did not like to befe near his Brother,
whofe grave philofophical M
very.agreeable to 2 Man of his loofe Condu&.
When he had reigned Eleven Years with his
Brother, he was taken fuddenly ill, when
they were beth together in the Chariot, of
which lilnefs he foon died ;- which gave i(ifc

to a Sufpicion, that' Marcus had poifoned him'; -

becaufe Lucins defigned to make the like At
tempt againft Marcus. =

Marcus being left fole Emperor, applied
himfelf to the Adminiftration of Affairs with
redoubled Diligenee. He quelled the rebelli-
ous Provinces, conquered the Perfians, reco-
vered Mefopotamia, beat the Germans, after a
great, a painful, and a clamorous War; and
exerted all the Qualities of a brave Soldier, and
2 temperate and wife Governors  His Priciples
of Stoic Philefophy:may be feen in his ‘W orks,
fhll extant,  This is that Marcus of whom we
find fuch honourable Mention in the erfuing-

Hiltory ; and whofe pathetic Speech "on his.
Death-bed, concerning his Son Semmodus, is

given by Herodian : “1'o whom I thall now ad-
mit the Reader, without detaining him with
any-longer Preamble 3 "and  referve  wharever
cife may be neceffary to give him fufficient
Light into the Roman Affairs, for my Notes
on Herodian ; where each Circumftance wors

thy Noatice, fhall be. explained, as it occafion-
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ally offers. ;
(Herodian’s Hiflory of his own Times, or of

in this Magazine.] o
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“Morals were not

the £ mpire ayter Mar'cuf{ will ‘be continued
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