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 ciety, and fubmit to laws folely for their own
~advantage and fafety, The fovereign autho-

rity is then eftablifhed only -for the common.

good of all the citizens, and it would be ab-
furd to think that it could ehange its nature on
its pafling into the hands of a feaate, or a mo-

narch.  Flattery . therefore” cannot difown, -

without rendering itfelf equally .ridiculous and
odious, that the fovereign is only eftablithed
for the fafety of the ftate, and the advantage
of fociety. |

¢« A good prince, a wife conductor of fo-
ciety, ought to have his mind imprefled with
this great truth, that the fovereign power is
folely entrufted with him for the fafety of the
{tate, and the happinefs of all his people ; that
he is rot permitted to feek himfelf in the admi-
niftration of affairs, to propofe his own fatis-
faCtion or his private advantage, but that he
ought to diret all his views, all his fteps, to
the great advantage of the ftate and people who
have fubmitted to him. How noble a fight is
it to fee a king of England acquaint his parlia-
ment with his principal operations ; affure that
body, the reprefentative of the nation, that he
propofes no other end but the glory- of the
ftate, and the happinefs of his people, -and af-
feCtionately thank all who concur with him in
fuch falutary views ! Certainly a monarch who

makes ufe of this larguage, and proves his fin-—

cerity by his condudt, is, in the opinion of
the wife, the only great man. But, for a
long time, a bafc flattery has in moft kingdoms
caufed thefe maxims to be forgotten. A croud

- of fervile courtiers, without difficulty perfuade

TV

- prince will be on his guard, even againft his

a proud monarch, that the nation was made
for him, and not he for the nation. He foon
confiders the kingdom as his patrimony and
his people as a herd of cattle, from which he
may obtain riches, and difpote of them fo as
beft to an{wer his views, and gratify his paf-
fions. From thence arife thefe fatal wars, un-
dertaken by ambition, reftlefsnels, hatred,
and pride. ¥'rcm thence thofe expenfive taxes,

diffipated by lpxury, or fquandered upon mif-

trefles and favourites : from thence in fine, are
important pofts given by favour, wbile pub-

Jick merit is negleted, and every thing that
does not immediately intereft the prince, aban-

doned to minifters and fubalterns. Who can

“ebferve, in this unhappy government, authori-

ty eftablifhed for the publick welfare? A great

vigtues. Let us not fay, with fome writers,

{ions.
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that private virtues are not the virtues of kings »
the maxim of fuperficial politicians, or-of
thofe who are very inaccurate .in their expref-
Goodnefs, friendfhip, and gratitude
are flill virtues of the throne, and would to

God they were to be always {o! But'a wife

ngidoes noty withoutdifcernment, give him-
felf dp to their .impreflions. He cherifhes
themy he cultivates them in his private life:
but in ftate affairs he liftens only to juftice and
found politicks ; and who, becaufe he knows
that the governinent was entrufted to him only
for the bappinefs of fociety, and that therefore
he ought not to confult his own pleafure in

~the ufe he makes of his power. * He tempers

his goodnefs with wifdom ; he gives to friend -
{hip bis domeftic and private favours ; he di-
ftributes ‘pofts and employments aceording to
merit ; publick rewards to fervices done to the
ftate. In a word, h& ufes the publick power
only with a view to the public'welfare,”

¢ A political focicty (continues the author)
is a moral ‘perfon, as it has an underftanding
and a will, of which it makes ufe for the.con-
duct of its affairs, and is capable of its affairs,

and is capable of obfervations and laws. When

therefore a_people confer the fovercignty on
any one perfon, they tuveft him with their un<
derftanding and will ; and make over to him
their obligations and rights, fo far as relates
to the adminiftration of the affairs of ftate,
and the exercife of the public authority ; thus
the fovereign or conductor of the ftate becom-
ing the fubject, in which refide the obligations
and rights relative to government, in him is
found the moral perfon, who, without abfo-
lutely ceafing to exift in the nation, adts from
henceforwards only in and by him. Such is the
origin of the reprc({ntativc charalter .atributed
to the fovereign, He reprefents the nation in all

the affairs it was capable of managing as {ove-
reign. It does not debafe the dignity of the great-

eft monarch, to attribute to him this reprefenta-
tive character ; on the contrary, nothing can
make him fhine with greater luftre ; for by
this means the monarch unites in his own per-

fon, all the majefty that belongs to the entire

body of the nation.

¢“ The fovereign thus cloathed with the.

public authority, with every thing that confti-
tutes the moral perfonality of the nation, is un-
der the obligations of that nation, and invefted
with its rights. . i
~4¢ All'the general duties of a nation towards
| | itfelf,
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