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We confider the Author as influenced bya

Motive of doing Good in” general ; ‘whereas

‘ the Friend is acted by a Concern for us in par-

ticular ; and this Confideration makes us, lay -

his Advice more to Hzart, A Society of

Friends will not thiuk it (ufficient to reprove o
bear : And the Mafk is to be worn till all

Man for flagrant, enormous Faults ; but will
“make ititheir Bufinefs to animadvert upon any:
Jittle [adecency or Flaw in his Condu&.” Dir.
Ha mMon~D ufed to fay, it was a poor Defign

in Friendfhip to keep the Man we admitted to
our_Bofom only from being fcandalous ; asif-

the Phyfician fhould only {ecure his Patient
from the Plague.

Hly, Upon the Subje&t Mutter of Converfa-
tion. _ _

If [ were to propofe any-Mode! for Conver-
frtion ; [ [hould Chuﬁ: that of XENOPHON’'S
Sympojium, where the Difcourfe was diverting
without any -Levity or [mpertinence; and -
[fiructive without any Stiffnels or Aufterity.
We are toldiin the Bibliotheque Choifie, that
Mr., Lockey, Mr.- e CrLere, and Mr.,
LimeoRrcH ufed to meet conftintly once a
Weck, and difcufs fome very important Que-
ftion, which they had picched upon betore,
This method thele famous Authors took, to
enlarge the Sphere of their Knowledze by
| communicating their Thoughts. If Difcourfe
were altogether gunfined to ftated fubjeéls, it
might perhaps be too formml ; if intirely occa-
fioned, it might evaporate in light Trifles.
The belt Way therefore would b~ to obferve
a Mediam,, and to fet apart about two Hours
for fome ftated Subject, and to give up the reft
to any incidental Converfation, |

tfa Man talked virtuoufly he incurred the Im-
putation of Hypocrify ; if learnedly, that of
Pedantry.  Surely no Man of Merit will ever
proftitute his good Senfe to low Ribaldry and
Obfcenity, when Learning opens to him the
nobleft Fields of &pecalation. Wit mult run

ments of Impurity appear ; and it is a Maxim

with me, that no onejﬁ!:b_@;t_-_had _threWithalL,_____.G.lﬂnm:nf.-_Ja)L.;d.whﬂeas..‘ﬁ)Hd. Snle—and vi—

to entertain a found and uhbiafled Reafon,

would ever addrefs himfelf with lewd Talk
to the corrupt Paffions and | Inclinations of
Mankind. | | g o -
To return from this Digreflion ; 1 would by
all Means, next to Virtue and Relighon in ge-
neral, recommend Polemical Divinidy, . It
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“and their Do&rine fall to the Ground 3 thev,

I have known fome Companies, in which, ‘

very low, if nothing but the Dregs and Sedi
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would be too fhecking to a._ttnck -Chfiﬂian-ity.
directly and imwediately @ Thercfore thofe,

- who are no Friends to it, fap it’s Foundations
by Degrees, and begin ‘with it’s fundamentsl - .

Aticles, One Error’is to pave the Way for
another, that they may bring their Defigns to

Things are-ripe for Execution. They look
upon all the reft of the World as Men of nar-
row Views, and therefore deil with them as
with tcait- mouthed Veff-ls : If they fhould go

-rafhly to work, and attempt to throw in too— ——

much at once, their Labour would be loft,
for this Reafon, ftrive to carry thci‘r---Pc}int'-l;y
pouring in their Tenets gently and by Degrees.
To prevent this ftale Artifice of the Dziffs, and

to check the gradual Advances of Error 3 it is

a Duty incumbent upon all Men of good Abi-
lities to lay in a competent Stock of Diviuity
And, in Order to this, it isneceflary to im-
part their Thoughts for their mutual Advan-
tage ; which will- make them talk as pertinent-
ly upon thefe Topicks as if the Bent of their
Studies had been almoft entirely applied this
Way. Spirit of Emulation will quicken their
Endeavours § and it will be pleafant as well as

ufeful, to point out to one another the Sophif-

try to which: Hereticks have Recourfe, to fup-
.porta finking Caufe. -

When a Man knows he muft (hortly deliver
his Thoughts in Converfatfon upon any impor-
tant Article or material Queftion ; he reads
with more Attention : endeavours to draw off
the Flower and “Spirit of many Authors upon
the fame Subject thoroughly digefts his No-
tions, and treafurers them up.in his memory.
Beflides, his Studies  center in one ‘Point:
whereas, at other Times, he may be apt to

.fhoot at Rovers, without aiming at any certain
Mark. - o | Bt
[fany fhould objeé, That what I have re-

commended would too much pall and fatten -

the Spirit of Converfation ;' I beg Leave ta'ob-
ferve, that ludicrous Wit and facetious Dif-
courfes may beget in us a fhort, unfatisfaory

tuous Reflcétions imprefs upon the Mind a
calm, lafting Serenity of Temper ; the” for-

mer, if too much induiged, fink, weaken,

.and debafe the Majefty of a rational Soul;
whereas the latter raife, elevate, and ennoble
it’s Difpofition : When a Man has been laying

out that ‘T'ime-in improving Difcourfe which
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