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is generally loft in Trifles ; the Mind js con-
{cious of having alted fuitably to the-Dignity
“ of it’s Nature, and for this Reafon feels that

refined Delicacy of Pleafure, andthat agreeable -

Complacency, which isinfinitely preferrable to

fometimes get the Afcendent of Reafon ; and
.a furprizing Brightaels of Thought has been

~obferved-in fome, where a fteady Jadginent~
and “nervous Senfe have been wanting : As
. Diamond-Mines are {uid to be often found in

loofe, fandy Ground. But #it, under due
Regulations, and in' it’s proper Sphere, may
be of no{mall Service ; and [ have known
fome-Men, who would have embittered the
Converfition by 'a "Singularity of Carriage,
.and a morofe Refervednels of Temper, dex-
_trouﬂ){'_rallied into good Humour and Com-
plaifance, and forced to facrifice ta the Graces.
The Waters of Marabh (if I may ufe a Scrip-
ture Simile) were very bifter, and difagreeable
to the Tafts, till- the Prophet, by throwing
_in fome 8alt, rendered them fweet and palata-
ble.  If Wit inftead of keepipg within it’s pro-
_per Province, be mifemployed to keep Vice
in Countenance, and: decry Men of Merit ;
nothing can be of a more dangerous and de-
ftrultive Tendency. ¥ I thould exprefs my-
felf with more Warmth againft thi¥ Abufe of

it, T thould be- very excufable; fince to this

was, in a great Meafure, owing the Difgrace
of the greateft Man England could boaft of ;
in whom were happily reconciled the difinter-

- efted Spirit and Siacerity of the Patriot,.and

the deep Penetration and confummate Abilities
of the Statefman : «When that faithful Coun~
—fellor reprefented to King CrArLES I, the
_Blacknefs of his darling Vices, which 'the
 Wits of the Age had pailiated under the fofter
“Name of Gallantries ; the Duke of Bucking-
- HAM, and other Courtiers of the fame Stamp,
took. Occafion to ridicule, expofe, and mi-
mick him, before his Majefty ; and, with an
_Air of Contempt, - ufed to call him- the King’s
. School-Mafler. In the Apology for  himfelf,
‘which he left behind him when he fled beyond

Sea, he complains heavily of fome, wio had
- reviled all Counfels and' Counfellors ; - who

had turned Things {erious and facred into Ridi-

_cule, and taken all Means to render him une -

grateful both to the Kingand People.

any fhort-lived Blaze of Mirth and Laughter,

¥wouldnot_ be thought an Enemy to the
~ Graces and Embellithments of #it, though I
think Religion and Learning ought to take
Place of them. " The Imagination does indeed .

-ing, in_ Dilcourfe.

Is a Man pofleffed with a great” many fhin-
ing Qualities ¢ If he have but one remarkable
Foible, if, like Achilles, he be only vulnerable
in one Part, thefe Gentlemen, like Paris, (fo
dextrous Archers are they) will be fure to
hit that Place, and too fuccefsfully wound his

~Reputation. Let then all Topicks of Defa-.

mation, and let all dbufe of Wit be exploded.
1 have always been mightily pleafed with that
amiable, and, I hope, juft-Character, which -
a celebrated Writer gives ‘Mr. CONGREVE ;
namely, that, after a joyful "'ffjveningfpcnt in

‘his Company; no Man could ever refleét-upon—

any Expreflion of Mr. -CoNGREVE's that
dwelt upon him with.Piain and Uneafivefs, A
good-natured Wit will hever t-'ﬁihk, that. no-
thing but the Poignancy of Raillery and Scan-

“dal can give Life and spirit to Converfation ;

whereasdnhappy T'empers, that are eaten up
with Spleen and i\-ielancholry take a fullen Sa-
tisfaCtion in blalting Reputations. And it
muft be owned, that they have very often an
unlucky Turn this Way ; malignant Glances
of Satyr, like Flathes of Lightning, com-

.ing generally frora a durk, gloomy Sky,

- -1lldly, Upon the Manner of handling the

-Subjeét Matter of Converfation.

‘The great Secret of Converfation is, to aim
rather at being agreeable, than to appear jfhin-
If we fhould trace the
Faults and Defeéts of Converfation up to their
original Saurce, 1 believe moft of them might

~be refolvediinto the Negle€t of this-Rule. Some

are f{till endeavouring to raife the Admiration
of the Company, inftead of gaining their Love.
This kindles a Spirit of Contention and Strife

for the Superiority 5 and the Affe@ation of

the /7itt and Scholar deftroys the Complaifancs
and Benevolence of the Gentleman and Friend.

If a Man fhould happen to be of Superior Abi-

lities to the reft of the Society ; he fhould, for
that Reafon, put himfelf upon a Foot of
Equality with them ; condefcend to the Level
of their Capacities, and fhould not fet his
thining Qualities in a full, glaring Light, but
rather modeltly caft them in Shades.

Tothe Neglect of -the Rule- which I have -
mentioned, it is owing, that fome are o very
oftentatious of their Reading. This is a certain
Sign, that their Learning {its but loofely about

-themy apnd, if | may ufe fo homely an Allu-

fion, -l would fay, they havenot digefted thofe

Notiens.very well, which they are fo apt to

“throw




