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civil ﬁgﬁts; which by the laws of their coun~
try, all Britifh Subje&ts.are intitled to, as their

- beft inheritance and birthiright, that all the
"northern colonies, who are without one repre-

fentative in the houfe of Commons, fhould be
taxed by the Britifh parliament. - '
That the colonifts, black and white, born
here, are free born Subjeéts, and entitled to all
the effential civil rights of fuch, -is a truth not
only manifeft from the- provincial charters,

from the principles of the common law, and

. alts of parliament; but from the Britifh con-

ftitution, which- was re eftablithed at the re-
volution, with o profefl:d dufign to fecure the
liberties of all the fubjclls fo all generations.

- Intheszand 130f Wm, cited above, the
libertics of the fubject are fpokenof as their
beft birth-rizhts—No one ever dreamt, furely,
that thefe liberties were’*confined to the realm.
At that rate no Britith fubjedts in the domiai-

ons. could, without a maunifelt “contradition,

be  declared entitled to all the privileges of
fubjets borp within the realm, to 21l intents
and purpoles, whichare rightly given forciga-
ers, by parliament, after refiding feven years.
Thefe expreflions of parliament, as well as of
the charters, muit be vain and empty {ounds,
unlefs we are allowed the eflential rights of our
fellow fubjects in Great-Britain.

Now can there be any liberty, where gro-
perty is taken away without confent? Can it
with any colour of _truth, juftice or equity, be
afirmed, that the northern colonics are repres
fented in parliament ? Has this whole continent
of near three thoufand miles in length, and
in which and his other American dominions,
his Majelty has, or very foon will have, fome
millions of as good, loyal and ufeful fubjeéts,
white and black, as any in the three king-
doms, the eletion of one member of the houfe
of commons? . _

- Isthere the leaft difference, as to the con-
fent of the Colonifts, whether taxes and im-
pofitions are laid on their trade, and ether pro-

perty, by the crown alone, or by the patlia-

ment. As it is agreed on all hands, the Crown
alone cannot impofe them, we fhould be jufti-
fiable, in refufing to pay them, but muftand
oughtto yleld obedience to an act of parlia-
ment, tho’ erroneous, ’till repealed.

I can fee no reafop to doubt, but that the
impofition of taxes, whether on trade, or on

~ Jand, or houfes, er fhips, on real or perfonal,
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abfolutely irreconcileable with the rights of the
Colonifts, as Britith fubjefts, and as men. I -
fay men, for in a ftate of nature, no man can
take my property from me, without my con-
fent: If he does,-he deprives me of my liberty,
and makes me a flave. If fuch a proceeding
is a breach of the law of nature, no law of fo-
ciety can make it juft—The very a&t -of tax-
ing, exercifed over thofe who are not repre-
fented, appears to me to be depriving them of

one of their moft effential rights, as freemen; —

and if continued, feems to be in effet an entire
disfranchifement of every civil right. For
what one civil right 13 ‘worth a ruth, after a
man’s propesty is-fubject to be taken from himn
at pleafure, without bis confent. -1f a man
is not his own affeffor in perfon, or by deputy,
his liberty 1s gone, or lays entirely at the mer--
cy of others. .

1 think I have heard it faid, that when the
Dutch are afked why they enflave their colo-
niesy. their anfwer is, that the liberty of Dutch-
men is confined to Hollind ; and thit it was
never intended for Preovincials in Amirica, or
any where clfe. A fentiment this, very wor-
thy Dutchmen ; -but if their brave and worthy

‘anceftors had entertained fuch narrow ideas of

liberty, feven poor and diftrefled provinces
would never have afferted their rights againft
the whole Spanilh monarchy, of which the
prefent is buta {badow. It is to be hoped none
of our fellow fubjects of Britain, great or fmall,
have borrowed this Dutch maxim of plantation
politics ; if they have, they had better return
it from whence it came; indeed they had,
Modern Dutch or French maxims of ftate,
peyver will fuit with a Britifh, confitution, It
isa maxim, that the King can do no wrong ;
and every good [ubject is bound to believe his
King is not inclined to do any.,  We are ble(-
fed with a prince who has given abundant de-
monftrations, that inall his a&ions, he ftudies
the good of his people, and the true glory of
his crown, which are infeparable, It would
therefore be the higheft degree of impudence
and difloyalty to imagine that the King, atthe

head of his parliament, could have any, but

the moft pure and perfect intentions of juftice,
goodnefs and truth, that human nature is capa-
ble of. All this I fay and believe of the King
and parliament, in all their alts ; even in that

~which (o nearly affects the intereft of the colo-

fixed or floating property, in_the colonies, is.

nifts ; and that 2 moft perfeét and ready obe-
dience is to be yielded to it, while it remains




