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‘-~think every mm _‘hasl ﬁjright to examine, as

freely into the origin, fpring and foundation -

of every power and meafure in 2 common-
~wealth, as into a piece of curious machigery,
or a remarkable phenomenon in nature ; and
that it ought to give no more offence to fay,
the parliament have erred, or are miftaken,
in a matter of fa& or of right, than to fay it of
a private man, if it is true of both. If the af-
fertion can be proved with regard to either,

it'is a kindnefs done them to {hew them the

truth.  With regard to the public, it is the
duty of every good citizen to point out what
he thinks erroneous in the commonwealth,
I have waited years in hopes to {ee fome one
friend of the -coionies pleadinz in public for
them. I have waited in vain. One privilege
is taken away after apother, and where we
fhall be landed, God knows, and 1 truft will
prote& and provide for us, even fhould we be
driven and perfecuted into a more weftern wil-
dernefs, on the fcore of liberty, civil and religi-
ous, asmany of our anceftors were, to thefeonce
inhofpitable fhores of America. I had formed
reat expeflations from a gentleman, who pub-
E{hed his firft volume in quarto, on the rights of
thecolonies two years fince 3 but, as he forefaw,
the ftate of his health and affairs have prevent-
ed his further progrefs. The misfortune is,
gentlemen in America, the beft . qualified in
every refpeét to ftate the rights of the colonilts,
have reafons that prevent them from engaging :
Some of them have good ones. There are
many infinitely bettec able to ferve this, caufe
than I pretend to be; but from indolence,
from timidity, or by neceflary engagements,
they are prevented. There has been 2 moft
profound, and [ think thameful filence, till it
{ems almoft too late to afiert our indifputable
rights as men and as citizéns. W hat muft pof-
terity think of us. The trade of the whole
continent taxed by parliament, ftamps and
other internal duties and taxes as they are cal-
Jed, talked of, and not one petition to the
King and parliament for relief.

I cannot but obferve here, thatif the parlia-
ment have an equitable right (o tax our trade,
_ tis indifputable that they have as good an one
to_tax the lands and every thing elfe. ‘The
taxing trade furnifbes one reafon why the
other fhould be taxed, or elfe the burdens .of
the province will be unequally born, upon 2
{uppofition that a tax on trade is not-a tax on
the whole.” But take i cither way, thereis

no foundation for the diiﬂi-n&ioﬁ fome make in
England,” between an internal and an external
tax-on the colonies, By the firft is meant 2

tax on trade, by the latter a tax on land, and

the things on it. A tax on trade is either a
tax of every' man in the province, or ’tis not.
If "tis not a tax on the whole, ’tis unequal and
unjuft, that a heavy burden fhould be laid
on the trade of the colonies, to maintain an
army of foldiers,  cuftoin-houfe officers, and
flcets of guard fhips ; all which, the incomes
of both trade and land would not furnifh means
to fupport fo lately as the laft war, when all
was at ftake, and the colonies were reimburfed
inpart by parliament. How can it be {uppof-
ed that all of a fudden the trade of the colonies
alone can bear all this terrible burden. The
late acquifitions in_America, as glerious as they
bave been, and as beneficial as they are to
Great Britain, are only a fecurity to thefe co-
lonies againft the ravages of the French and
Indians, - Qur trade upon the whole is not, I
believe, benefited by them one groat. All the

" time the French Hlands were in our hands, the

fine fugars, &c, were all thipped home. None
as I have been informed were allowed to be
bro’t to the colonies. They were too delici-
ous a motfel for a North American palate. If
it befaid that a tax on the trade of the colo-
nies is an equal and juft tax on the whole of
the inhabitants ; What then becomes of the
notable diftin€ion between external and inter-
nal taxesf Why may not the parliament lay
ftamps, land taxes, cftablifh tythes to the
church of England, and fo indefinitely. I
know of no bounds. 1 do not mention the
tythes out of any difrefpect to the church of
England; which [ cfteem by far the beft natio-
nal church, and to have had as ornaments of
it many of the greateft and beft men in the
world. But to thofe colonies who in general
diffent from a principle of con{cience, it would
feem a little hard to pay towards the fupport of
2 worfhip, whofe modes they cannot conform
to, -

If an army muft be kept up in America; at
the expence of the colonies, it would not feem
quite fo hard if  after the parliament had
determined the fum to be raifed, and appor-
tioned it, to have allowed each colony to af-

fefs its quota, and raife it as eafily to themfelves
as might be. But to have the whole levied and

colleéted without our confent is extraordinary,
*Tis allowed, even to tributaries; and thofe

laid
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