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by fome great Philofoﬁhcrs thought to be it, But
-thefe were deceived, in not obferving, that Water,

 fpent, Britifh Amcricé, hath been bleeding '
. in_this caule from its fettlement : We have
fpent-all "we could raife, and more; for

notwithftanding the parliamentary reimburfe-

“ments of part, we ftill remain much in debt.

The province of the AMajfachufetts, 1 believe,
_has expended more men and money in war
fince the year 1620, when a few families firft
Janded at Plymouth, in proportion to their abi-
lity, than the three Kingdoms together. The
- fame, I believe, may be truly afirmed, of ma-
ny of the other colonies 5 tho’ the Ma/fachu-
Jetts has undoubtedly had the heavielt burthen.

This may be thought incredible : But materials -

are colle&ting, and tho’ fome are loft; enough
may remain, to demonftrate it to the world.
I have reafon to hope at leaft, that the public
will foon fee fuch proofs exhibited, as will
- fhew, that I do not fpeak quite at random.
(To be continued.) :

X o

As the New-Horfe-hoeing Huafbandry, pub-
lifbed in England fome Years ago, by M.
‘TULL, and now much ufed there, may be
of great Advantage if introduced in America ;
‘we therefore hope the following Extraét from
that Book, may be agreeable to our Readeys.

H E chief Art of an Hufbandman is to feed
- I Plants to the belt Advantage ; but how fhall
he do that, unlefs he knows what is their
Food? By Food is meant that Matter, which, be-
ing added and anited to the firlt Stamina of Plants,
or Plantule, which were made in little at the
Creation, gives them, or rather is their Increafe.
" T'is agreed, that all thie following Materials con-
tribute, in fome Manner, to the Increafe of Plants 3
but "tis difputed which of them is that very In-
creafe of Food. 1. Nitre. 2. Water, 3, Air.
4. Fire. . Earth,
I will not mention, as a Food, that acid Spirit
of the Air, fo much talk’d of ; fince by its eating
afunder Iron Bars it appears too much of the Na.

tare of Agua Fortis, to be a welcome Gueft alone

to the tender Veflels of the Roots of Plants.
Nitre is ufeful to divide and prepare the Food,

and may be {aid to nourifh Vegetables in much the

fame Manner as my Kaifé nourithes me, by cutting

and dividing my Meat : But when Nitre is apply’d:

to the Root of a Plant, it will kill it as certainly
as a Knife milapply’d will kill a Man: Which
proves, that Nitre is, in refpe&® of Nourifhment,
jualt as much the Food of Pnts, as # %ite Arfenich

is the Food of Rats. And the fame may be faid

of Salts, . :
Water, from Van Helmens's Experiment, was
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has always in its Intervals a Charge of Earth, from
which no Art can free it, This Hypothefis hav-

ing been fully confuted by Dr. Woodaward, no-bady

has, that I know of, maintain'd it fince : And to
the Doftor’s Arguments I fhall add more in the
Article of Air, | : _

Air, Becaufe its Spring, {Jc. is as neceffary to
the Life of Vegetables, as the Vehicle of Water
is 3 fome modern Virtuofi have affirm’d, from the

- fame and worfe Arguments; than thofe of the Wa-

ter Philofophers, that Air is the Fouod of Plants,

Mr. Bradley being the chief, if not only Author,

who has publith’d this Phantaly, which at prefent
{feems to get Ground ; ’tis fit he fhould be an-
{wer'd: And this will be eafily-done, if | can
fhew, that he has anfwer’d this his own Opinion,
by fome or all of his own Argumentss .- |

His firlt is, that of Helmont, and is -thus relate
in Mr. Bradley’s general Freatile of Hyfbandry ana
Gardening, Vol. L. p. 36. * Who dry’d Two hun-

-¢ dred Pounds of Earth, and planted a Willow of.

Five Pounds Weight in it, which he water’d with
Rain, or diftill'd Water ; and to fecure it from
any other Earth getting in, ke covered it with
a perforated Tin Cover. Five Years after,
weighing the Tree, with all the Leaves it had
‘borne in that Time, he found it to weigh One
Hondred Sixty-nine Pounds Three Ounces ; bu?
the Barth was only diminifh’d about two Ounces
in its Weight.". - '

On this Experiment Mr. Bradley grounds his
Airy Hypothefis. But let it be but examined fair-
ly, and fee what may be thence inferr’d,
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The Tin Cover was to prevenc any other Earth -

from getting in. This muft alio prevent any Earth
from getting out, except what enter'd the Roots,
and by them pafs'd into the Tree.

A Willow is a very thirfty Tree, and muft have
drank in Five Years Time feveral Tuns of W ater,
which muft neceffarily carry in its Interflices a graat
Quantity of Earth (probably many times mor:

‘than the Tree's * Weight,) which could pot get

out, but by the Roots of the Willow.
Therefore the Two hundred Pounds of E#:h
not being increafed, proves that fo much Earth as

was poured in with the Water, did enter the
Tree. e |

Whether the Earth did enter to nourifh the
Tree, or whether only in order to pafs through it
(by way of Vehicle to the Air,) and leave the Aj-
behind for the Augment of the Willow, may ap-
pear by examining the Matter of which the Tree
did confift. | | %

- If the Matter remaining afcer the Corruption or

Putrefz&ion

* The Bidy of an Apimal receives 2 much lefs Increafe in

Weight than its Perfpirations amount to, as Sanflorius’s Stae

t.c-Chalr demonltrates,

.
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