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The late Sp;:‘al':e:;)f yo;r honourable Houfe,

- Mr. Norris, who has, I fuppofe, all my let-
- ters to him, and. fCOP'_lC.S of his own to -me,

relating to that Trafation,. can teftify with
how much Integrity and Clearnefs I managed

the whole Affair.——All the Houfe were ien- -

fible of it, being from time to time fully ac-
quainted with the Facts, If I had gone to
Gaming in the Stocks with the Public Money,
and through my faulta Sum was left, as your
Proteft would infinuate; why was [ not ¢enfur-

ed and punithed for it when 1 returned 2 -

You, honourable Sir (my Enemy of feven
Years {tanding) was then in the Houfe. You

were appeloted on the Committee for my Ac-.

counts ; you- reported that you found them
juit, and figned that Report*. ' I never folicited
the employ of Agent: I made no Bargain. for
my future Service, when [ was ordered to

‘England by the aflembly; nor did they vote
.~ me any Salary. 1 lived there near fix Years
at my own expence, and 1 made no Charge or

— Demand when I came home. You, Sir, of

‘all others, wasthe very Member that propofed
(for the Honour and Juftice of the Houle) a
Compenfation to. be made me of the Five
Tnoujand Paunds you mention. Was it with
an intent to reproach me thus publickly for ac-
cepting it ? I thanked the Houfe for it ‘then,
and I thank_ you now for propofingit: The’
you, who have lived in Ewngland, cin eafily
conccive, that befides the Prejudice to my
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have fpent the greateft Part of .my Life.—

~Efte Perpetua.—1I wifh every kind of Profperi-"
'ty to my Friends,—and 1 forgive my Ene-

mics,

* Report of the Cominittee on
Franklin’s Accounts, =~ -~
In Obedience to the Order of the Houfe,
we have examined the Accounts of Benjamin
| pro-
duced in Support thereof, and do find the fame
Account to be juft, and th:t he has expended,
in-the immediate Service of this Province; the
Sum of Seven Hundred and Fourteen Pouvnds,
Ten Shillings and Seven pence, out of the
Sum of Fifteen Handred Pounds Sterling, to
him remiited and paid, exclufive of any Al-
lowance -or Charge for his Support and Ser-

vices for-the Province.
Tohn Morton,
William Allen,

Fohn Rofs,

Fohn Moor,

ijamz';z

Fofeph Fox,
Fohn Hughes,
Samuel Rhoads,
Fobn Wilkinfon,

‘ lfaac Pearfom.
The Houfe taking the foregoing Report of

‘the Committee of accounts into Confideration,

end having (pent fome time therein,
Rffo/ved,
That the Sum of Five Hundred Pounds
Sterl. per Annum be allowed and given to Ben-

private Affairs by my Abfence, a Thoufand gamin Franklin L.Aq; late Agent for the Pio-

-Pounds more would not have reimbuzf-d me.
"T'he money voted was immedist:ly paid me.
But, if [ had occafioned the Lofs of Six
Thoufand Pounds to the Province, -here was a

~+fzir oppartunity of fecuring esfily the greatcit
S TR - 4 - E =Eol N R _.A..: - - -
Part of it ; why Was not the™ Tive Thoufand

Pounds deduéled, and the Remainder called
for :—The Reafon is, This Accufation wuas
not then invented.—Permit me to add, that
fuppofing the whole Eleven Thoufand Pounds
an expence occafioned by my Voyage to Eng-
“land, yet the Taxation of the Proprictary
eftate now eftablithed, will, when valued by
Years Purchafe be found in time an Advantage
- to the Public, far exceeding that Expence.
. And if the Expence is at prefent a Burthen,

the Odium ought to lie on thofe who, by their -

Injuftice, made the Voyage necefl ry, and
not on me, who only fubmitted to the Orders
of the Houfe in undertaking it.

1 am now to take Leave (perhaps a laft

vince ot Penfytvania at the Court of Great-
Britain, during his Abfence of fix Years from
his Buline s and Conneélions, in the Service of
the Pubiic; and - that the Thanks of this
Houfe be alfo given to the fiid Gentleman by
Mr. Speakery from the Chairy as well for the
faithful Difcharge of his Duty to this Province
in partieular, as for the many and important
Services done America in general, during his
Reflidence in Great- Britain.
T/J!zr/day, March 31, 1763-

Purfuant to a Refolve of the Nincteenth of
laft Month, that the Thanks of this Houfe be
given to Benjamin Franklin, Efg; for his many
Services not only to the Province of Pennfylva-
nia but to dmerica in general, -during his late -

~Agency at the Court of Great- Britain, the

fame were this Day accordingly given in Form
from the Chair.—To which Mr. Franklin,
refpectiully addrefling himfelf to the Speaker,
made Anfwer, That he was thankful to the

_wHoufe,




