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A Deftription of “the young Elephant, lately
prefented to ]bzs Majelly, 8y Gapt. Sampfon,
from Benga

30538 108360 3k H 1S elephant is. the more cu-

584 (F — (% 25 rious, as travellers differ in

ﬁi‘ | T | .2 their defcrpitions of this animal,

Lh Va1 Lp {ome afirming that they have

no joints in their fore legs, and

LRLHH K th at they. never lie down j -

while others aﬂ'ert, that they are fo docile, as
to lie down, bend the knee, and turs from
ont fide to the other, at the command of their
keepers. The clephant, indeed, fleeps ftand-
ing, but ke often refts, as other quadropeds,
and may ke taught to lic. down to take up his
burden,

The ]argcf’c and fineft elephants in the world
are thofe in the ifland in Ceylon j next to them,
. thofe of the continent of /ndia ; and lattly,
the elephant. of Africa. - The Maors -who
deal in thefe animals throughout the Zndies,

have a fixed  price for the ordinary fort,

“according to their fize. They meafure from
the nail of the fore foot to the top of the {houl-

der, and for every cubit high they give after

the rate of 1004 of cur meney.. An African

elephant of the largett fize meafures about
nine cubits,-or thirteen feet and an half >
height, and is worth about gocl. «but if-¢f the -

breed of Ciylosiy four times that fum. -

This elephant is'of a dark brown,: without :

~ hair, and is little more than fix fect high, not

being above eight years old.. Travellers affirm; -

that it is fifty or fixty years before thé elephant
arrives at his full growth and ftrength, and
that his age is from two to three hundred.

Whether they may live in this climate to the .

full age is not certain ; thofe of them that have

been feen in England have been harrafled about”
by fhéwmen, and. have rarely’ lived longer
than the year of exhibition. One of them that’
was fhewn here fome years ago, died in France,

and was diffcéted at Paris, and a particular

defcription publifbed in the Memoirs of the*
Royal Academy, -of all the vzrlous parts of its™

body.
T he bodies of thefe creatures are heavy and
grofs, and far from being beautiful 3 their eyes
are like thofe of a hog ; their legs and feet re-
femble columns ; .thofe protuberances, like

toes, being only raifed knobs, without joints,

confequently not flexible : They “cannot turn
their necks, or bend their’heads, but this de-

fectis fufficiently fupplied by the agility of
the trunk,  which reaches to the ground, and
tho’ of a vaft fize, they yet can take up with

it even a grain of muﬁal:d With this mémber
they eat, drink, {mell tafte, and fight § their -
ears are large, and hang upon their thoulders,
and what is remarkable; there isa little cavity °
behind themy, .covered with a thin parchment-.

like membrane, which if by any “accident

wounded, the animal certainly dies. At the -
carners of the mouth, which is proportionably -
(mall “to’ their bulk, grow too large tufhes; -
whichy; in-the male, fhoot outto an ¢cnormous °
fize, ‘weighing 156 weight, “and extending up-.
wards to the height of fix or feven feet, bee -
tween thefe -the trunk is fitsated 3 but thefe

‘tulhes rarely “exceed -2 foot in thc ‘females.
Their foed, in-the woods-where they are bred °
- wild, s gra(s, fugar-canes,” the green fhoots of
trées, or ’whate»cr clfe’ of the vegetable kind "
they can find. - Corn-and rice- they ure exs
ceedingly fond.of, and when tamed;- will “eat -

hay, oats, &'¢. dike other cattles
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