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LONDON, May 4.
' THE following is a3 anthentic accant
of the brilliane action lately fought by his
Majefty’s faips Arrogint and Vittorious,

Swith Admiral Sermy’s {qeadron, oa the

coalt of Sumaira, fa the Eait.lngli€S;—
in with the. Feenct

The two-{hips fel
fauadron off Achan Heud, coSlEing of
’I?:afoﬂé,_ adaienl  Serpey : 5
GUDS, [Viz. Chosty 24 3 O

deck, tae radlong French twelves, 21d
heavy corronzdes, and macned with- §30
‘picked men; Le Virtae, of o gu1s, com-
‘manded by capt. 12Bermit, an offier who
‘had particelerly diffinguithed Limfelf iy
‘the Notth 5¢a; Le Regeuen, of 4o guis
and Le Scioe, of 36 guns, all extig@-ly
well manaed. The wind was_\_ligggap&
- eontinged {0 at the copingiceingnt and

during the actioa. "EhgfAfroguns, -2 o |

a few broadides, fepagates
tortous fopported thga
the four, lorty five. minates
“board, i which tilné;fw‘ 5els
of the wind, aod thé adwantage of -the
frigates had by their, foperps and :‘ﬁba:s,
fhe geceived feveral rakifg fires, which
fhatrefed Jer fiera and guurters a2 great
deal, but nita
men as mightdfave been expedled. “See.
ing the littie impredfion they ~dide,, the
Admiral jadged 1o prudent to fheer cff,
which they affeéted by their weeps, and
all thebouts of the {guadren td-ﬁ‘i;n:ﬁ aheadl.
' Thed made their attack-on the Vactorious
in the moft relolute manner; Le deine,
thoogh the {mailelt, d termined té board,
and rigged her booms gut for that pur-

& >

the Viftorious'killed her caprain® and}
boue 8o of her crew iely, or were wounGs
ed with it 5 and beloge fhe could get trom

pofe,  bue & ;'ol: direS® broighde” t’r§

Jed wpwurds ol 8o times. Captain Creike
teccised » very fevere wound from his
feymitar beings lorn from‘his hatd by a
grape (hot ; it jacerated his thigh. and cauf-
«ed a greut efiufion of blond, which ebliged
'him to quit the deck ;_but be almoit im-
'mediatety returned,  which again occafi-
oning a violent hemorrhage, he was forz-
ed below, a mortification beingz appre-
hended. At t)'e time the ation commenca
ed, the Victerious was fhort of her com-
- .plement ncir one quarter, her ‘irit l1en-
, senant, an experienced officer; and go of her
saen, having been feat from Pul Penag,
with a valuable ftore firip, to join adimi-
xal Rainier at the Mulaccas. Althovgh
the very fertunate’ circumitance of the
Jight wind to the frigates allcwed them
- g0 get off, yet the confequences of this
detcst were at that time of rhe firlt 1m-
portance in India; it forced the Irench
fquadion to Mergui, at the time when
both coalts were open to their depredati-
ons; and on a reptrt of their conditica to
admiral Serizy, from the confequences of

this zion, he was forced to Bartavia, -
where three of their {rigates were obligsd °

to wandergo a thorough repair ; and it fo
difappoiated the protpes of their cruize,
that trom Batavia they rerurned to the ifl-
ands, and did not again fail ‘from thence
till ¢he 18th of Auvguidt lat.  Admiral Se-
sizy and his officers, both at Buatavia and
she 1flands, made the moit honorabie men-
gion of the bravery and conduct of capt.
Clerke, and the galiant defence made by
the Vidterious, in fuch particular circein-
flances, againit fuch a force.

From Porcupine’s Guzelte,

Fravxce axp AMzRICA.
. |'The foliowing 1s anextractcf a letter,
written, [ imagine, by a geatieman in
Virginia, to whom the public leok up with

zefpest and confidence. Itis worthytheai-

gention ot ezery Amgckican, and may be re

B - . & g
lied 0p°as €ontaining undoubred traths.—
I take this opportuaity of returaing my

thanks to the gentleman, who made me
the communication, by wkhich T look up-
on my paper and myfelf as highly honor-
ed.Ji s

“. My refidence in Paris, during the laft
winter, has enabled lue to become ac-

aded wita that jois of
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quainted with many falts of & geaeral, as) !

well as particular natare, of, Which it may
perhaps, be difficalt to contince the peo.
ple of thiscoaarry, but which ought to
be geaeraily kuowa——Aa I_'umv:iuu&_nﬂfs
to voiuatees, upon occafions of this Kid,
has hitherta, prevented mg¢ from gi¥ing
them ro the: public. : ‘
Le appsitrs 1o me all effeanial, thats
peopic o this Conntry fhodid oa (3313
the chatictst add candndt af'the pece
ed Amzricans who refide ih Kraoce, #%
whodave been priacipzlly infrumencalin
producing and wilicting the injarics againd
which we rife. —1 heic peaplc (witha fe v
exceptions of honorabls and patribtic mers)
are the t'ugitftcs of Auncrica, and the dress
and outiaws «f Earope, I nced not ob-
ferve Uiat they and theirconnettions here
have beel W@ ioft 4ctive delpoilers of oup

,;.coum'.cn_v,"-—-lht: moit gwvetcrate ca!um;j’%

Facors of gur country, and our governasiy

R

*.

firft to publifh whatexe

" tincally.
impofible, fisce the prels is under _the

por that they Lave continuilly coptradiéls

T ed and sMbarratfed abl our pubiic miflion;-

arivs; oacept Mr, Monrde. During thf
lalt winfer they have made the wofl inde:
retigalie effurts to Jdiviie our cotmmifliond

ers:inev have every wliem agd incelnmts

by repruied shat General Pinckney wis 2
kunown aritocrat 3 th -t Gineral Marhall
had been burnt in - effigy, [for his atruch

mgnt o s Bridifh'; aud that wie. Gerry
was£fthe republican,’” whi hid been fenc

‘to'be oxecraied by the otder two, Whew
- aflcngth 1t was numaggdehat he £hrec,
wlry demiaded a tribuee of hiry n1lit0.s,

f&g} i:‘i.-.'u.'

ke advocated the payment fif 7

it (ormpanimoufly, that I ciinaot evcamaliee
the exception of fome churacters cchar Wit
efimaule and patriouc. lhey proyedoy
& pu.atiog, Hiat the pricgof prace wip &
be lefs thaa the expence of war ; anl
ravt ieaad foie 2407 Yiria Teie
ation, that 1f we’ reiufed 'the payment

now, we fould be brought to it fisaity T

1 he 2iperfions oi thele people have cx-
tended not only the goveriment, but o
whatever 1s moft reipettable amosg us.
'Fhe vulgarity as well as viraleace ot tins
abufe may bz judged of iromaipeceh wiica
I heard our Canful Genetal inake ute of
in compuay, when fpeakingof the charag-
ter of the urft of patrivis! ard of ‘men— !
“ General W .’Ij?':mg.‘o.':,’-’ {aid he, 15 the
prondefi man I ever jawwy excepl ome wes

re.? 111 '

We have other coafular charafters in
France of a fimilar calt—Unecot ilicin has
remained in oficeé muaiy moachs fince ju-
dictal proots were Rnowe of Ris covering
French property by perjury, and falie con-
falar certiifcates—I1 kuow not whether 1t
be true, that Mr. Monrue made a report
in favour of this man.

The condect of Thomas Paine deferves
particolar notice. He fives in the hodlc
of a juupnaliit of nutc?'ho is uivally the

r appeats hoitiieto:
our conntry. Lt was i tac paper ot this
jocrnalitt chat the Prefident’s lalt {peech
1o Congrefs appeared; but wholly huti-
Jated, and awered in fuch a manner, by
4. % “jons and omiffions, as to excite the
ii gnation of the French and their-go-
vernmenty the journaliit complained that
he could not infert the-entire-fpecch--yet
he found recom ‘to ‘iafert at length, m
French and Englifh, a vapid mixture of

rofe and verfe, wriiten by Mr. Edwarj
Church, formerly ot Bofton, as 2 fatire
upon the Prefident of the United States.
About 3 Jdays beiore1left Paris, the fame
paper (lee the Bien Infbrme, of about the
17thor 18th March] conrained a para-
graph of a letter trom tais country, be-
ginning with thefe' words—* Brench par- .
ty 1n the United Staies encrecjes :fzsr:_' and
mares’ ' : ~

Thus the French people (but the people
are nothing in France) arc deteived con-
To eorret mifreprefentation is

sbiclute controu! of the governmext, and
a journal that happens to contain any think
waich ‘they think exceptionable, is-in-
ftandlv filenced. One was fopprefled for
prediciing in fabftance what has face hap.-
pened to Switzcrland ! :
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rant, and unpliciily obe
- peigus ia.Pa. s,
as governed by the moit defpotic’ execu.

peace and ré po-C;

A

f :
Wcr&,(l'to purfue the fubje of French
liberey through ail its details, the purivit
would lead me too far. 1 do not hefitate
Lowever, to fay, that the government is,
bothf in appearance and effe@, wholly
military, and probably the moft defpotic
that everexafted. The military are drawn
out in foree upon the moft trifiing occali-
ons ; and the people-are every whers ac-
cutfomed to pals under drawn {fwords and
files of bayoncts.  ‘I'he conduct of the e-
leétions however will beit explain the na-
tare of che iiberty there enjoycd.

In the firft piace the couneils have been
occupied during the wincer pait in taking
away the right of voting and of citizen-
faip from wheie clafles ot perfons towhom
thofe rights are guarznteed by the coniti.
tution. . | he direciory have been equally
bufy in chaiging the inagiftrates ana ¢ivil
officers thofen by the people ; maly com-
munes have been put 1o a itate oi fizge,
and marnal law declared’: and the proc-
la&{:alion: of rhe dircéiory, ordsined 30
be read da the primary affcmblies, diared
to the people thekind of choice they were
to make. Having been 10 f€veral great
compmunes 1mmediateiv before the. prim-
ary »ilzmhiies, 1 found that numeréus ar-
reftations had rzken place of parfons whefe
influence v as feared—1 prefawe this mea-

‘fure was taken throvghbout tie repub-

ite.  ‘tofid up the mealure of abule,
ti.e dicectory ordered the feaft of the
fovereigury of ihe people to be celebrated
with unufual pomp, the day belore the
{overeignfy was to be intbited by the
mockery of 1a creétic T heie feails con-
fils in potiang vut military parade, mufie,
and the rew g of diicvurfes—and tie en-
By oy Wi ol this; wus to aflembie thie mili-
tary 10 ¥ie great 1gwns and eufure the e.
baptien Al peioer pot S - '
French entertain towards us, I anfwer that
‘the people in general takg no intercit in
publac affairs ; and that the goyvernment
views Bs with the moft profound con-
taanpts W hea “I-Jefty France, neither
Freu¢hnor Aincricans fufpected that we
darld to refift thear pleature ; nor that we
{iiculd hefirate to on!cy their wili when
once firmly prosounced.

Mouch has been faid of the corruption
of the French goverament, ‘Thisisa fub-
jeét zbout wiich 1t.1s difficuit to obtain
dirett procf, and of which I therciore
{peak with moerecaution. Certainly per.
fodds whof:ompoh: that government are ei.-
tier ti.e imult uorrup‘f or the moft injured
ot men 3 for never 1 believe was any go-
vernmeni LOre generaily deteited.  Al-
moit au the people {peak of them -with
contempt zud abhorreiace, wheathey have
heir opportaaity of fpeaking freely. It
15 univeriaily underitood, *that, the moit
bare-taced veaality is pra&i'cd at the di-
rectory, and 2nong the .mrit ers, In:
itances of tius has come tqmy Knowled ze.

T'o riie from fuch difguiililg decatls, 1
confider France as the farreit and belt por-
tion ot kuore, e—.nexhauttible in national
riches—Iwarmg with 3 popplation, the
greater part of wnich 1s Srotbundly 1gno-

ient to whoever
I confider;that couaatry

rive that ever cxified. Hairrafled by a
rapid fucceflicn ot revolutions, and horne
down, -under ail of them, by the haad of
power, the people figh for nothing bu:
but 1 repeat it, the
peopie rre nothing in France. The govern-
ment find an' integeft in keeping up a
toreign war; and cven if they obtained
peace abroad, the country will be agitat-
ed by domeitic tattion for many years to
come.’” : -

I'rom the Commercial Advertifer.

We dave a loog fea coaft ro defend ;
bat natuge has {aved the peceflity of asti-
fi-ial means of defence,” on a great portion
of tbe exteat. The coaft ot. North and
Sowih Carolina is -almoft wholly a f{and

beach, altogetier inamtrmchahlé by ﬂ‘ﬂ.ips: '

fome parts of the ‘Northern fhore are of a
fimilar defcription. Lhe harbours which
are fate trom large fhips are few, and a

1t 1t be aﬁ-;cd, wnat fentiments the

{mall number of heavy fhips will’ defend.
them. ' - :

Bofides our diffance from Europe ren.,
ders it immeniely difficult to 1nvade our
leEritory.
thofes and land a body ef furces, if we
have a few fhips of the line flationed 1
the ditFerent harbours of the United states
they, by junétion or cruifingin a detached
form, would render it pearly . impaifible
for the encny 1o obtain fupplies, ang de-
feat their return, Lt is propable that a
Heet of twenty fthips of the line, with a
due propartion of frigates, wouid be et-
fotual fecunty againit a 'y foreigninvafi-
on. We are not w the ficvation of Enge
land, feparated from an enemy by a nar-’
row channel, “paflable in boats, and there-
fore under the neceflity of crefting gun
boats and torts along the whole coait.
Qur enemies, it they ever come, muft
come ia heavy fhipsand large fleets—they
can approzch only in a few places—No

‘European government is mad cpough to

tend a hradiul of troops to America under
an idea of conqusit. Nothing fhortof an
immenfé army will make any - wnpreilion
on our couniry—aad fuchan army will re-
guire a number of heavy fhips and innom-
er:ble Traniports,. which cagnot run mto
every place for landing. ,

‘Thefe circuftances reuder our true poli-
cy fo very obvious, thata maa muft be
blind to miftake it, Iz is anidea that I
and urge upon our governmnent,
that a fmall navy will prevent al the e-
normcus expeaces of lurgetand armies. In
our prefent fituation, cur milicia (hould

be driciplined; and our arfenals inil—we -

{kould be preparcd to refit an esemy on
onr-hores: but if our goverimcnt is wife
and five years will ejapfe betore we hall
have ariarive force that wilk fave us the

trouble of caliing”a man 1 tyTHEmeRr; =~
Nor need our marine be very expenfive -

to us 1n time of peace——a great number
of [hips tit for heavy frigates, and cven
fixty gun {hips, weould be built under the
rules prefcribed by’ goverament, and un-
der the operation ot ount
be employed in long voyages-ia times of
peace by merchants,
be purchafed by government. A he grow-
ing commerce Of our country will render
this meafure ealy and effe€tual, and 1t
witl fave a Jarge portion of the expenceof
a permanent navy. _ g

‘1 his meafure aifowill fave a large pro-
portion of* the expences” of navy-yards,
which, in the pofieilion of the pubiic, will
incur enormocus e€xpences. Individuals
willbuild fhips much cheaper than gos
verament. Let experience be ouf guide,
and teach us wifdom. !
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PUBLIC AUCTION. |
Onithe firit Monday in O¢tober ¥ xit,
‘At WirMrxcTon, North-Carolina,
\/‘VT 11LL commence the Sale of the re-
maining part of the Cargo of ‘the
SHIP BETTY CATH-CART, Prize to
(he Schooner Bellona, a French FPrivae.
teer, _
CONSISTING OF

Two Hundred and ‘T'wenty:Nine Hog-

fheads, Sixty Four Puncheons, Twenty-"
Three Pipes, and One Hundred and Five-
‘[ierces beft Jamaica Sugar, and

Forty Tierces Coffee.

ALSO, &

The thip Betty: Cath-Carty burthen a-

bauat 300 Tons, -with her aterials, as
fhe now lies ai Langdoa’t Wharf.
. The faid fhip and Cargo having been
abandoned to the United States, and is to
{old by order from the Treafury Depart-
ment.

I'erms of Sale to be Cafh before Deli-
VeIV -
= G. J. M’REE, Colleftor.

Wilmington . Diitri¢t. .
Wilmington, N.C.
Auguit g, 1798.

T

CASH QREY
Given for Swaxe-RooT, at the Printing-
" Office. 45

1f a fieet {hould approach our

{vitable bountics, to

and 1n time of war to

(




